
CHARGE OF JUnCE GOWAN.

The following charge of Hia Honour
Judge Gowan to the Grand Jury, at the
late June Sessions of the Counity of Sinicoe,
will be î'ead withi interest by many ; espe-
cially so as it discusses the recent legisla-
tion of the House of Assemibly on several
subjects of a legal nature.

Hiaî Honour, after referring to the state
of the Calendar, said-

DRUNKENNESS ANI) ClIME.

It is sad to know, taking a long retro-
spect of thirty-eighit years of judicièil life,
that nearly two-thirds o>f the criminal cases
which carne before me were traceable to the
lise of iîitoxicating drintks, 1 îrovitled niider
the shadow of the law, ami 1 every day pet'-
ceive more clearly what I have often be-
fore said, iii one formu or aîîother-the inti-
nmate connection between druiikenness and
crime ; in fact, that hiabituai druîukenness
almnost iînvariably leads to the commission
of crime.

I think titat the efforts of earnest mlenl
in the cause of temîperance have doue soute-
thwng to diminisb1 the evii incident to, ami
it would seem. inseparable froin, the traffic
ini intoxicating drinks. There is certainly
some change iii public sentiment ; but sus-
tamned effort is as needful as ever, titi sucli
a hcalthy public feeling On the subject is
forîned as wiIl justify more stringîent euact-
mnents for the personal restraint Mandi penal
control of the druinkard and for securingr
effective responsibility and punishmient ini
the case of those ivho teuipt their fellow-
creatures to crime, or for a, 'hing alto-
gether the tratlic iii inoîaihMdrinks.

RECENT LEUISLATION.

I avail luyseif of tlîis occasion to direct
attentioni to soute of the statutes passed
at the last sessionî of the Provincial Legis-
lature.

There are several Acta relating to nmuni-
cipal law, ail of wlîich will require to be
carefully exaîniied by those to whoni the
administration of the municipal lawv is con-
hided, for the alterations andi amnidnents
made in the old law are nuinerous andi
important, thougli, for the most part, in
itiatters of detail.

TAX EXEMPTION.

In respect to the assessment law, I may
observe that a very decicled inroad will be
found to have been nmade uipon exemptions
froîn municipal assessment, afirming, it
would seîni, that the principle upon wlîich
the privilede is based is unsound and in-
applicable to our conîdition. Tfhe action

ef the Legisiature gives some hope that the
day is ilot far distant whent the present
foriced benevolence in favour of certain otti-
cials, religious bodies, and church otficers,
will be abolislied altogether.

INSOLVENT LEOIBLÂTION.

In consequence of the repeal of the In-
solvent Act, it becaîne neces8ary to devise
soute ileans of securinig t> creditors, witih
as littie dclay aud cost as possible, a fair
division of an insolvent debtor's property.
A% very carefully prepared Act, having this
object in view wvas alSo llace(l on tHe Stat-
ute Book, and I tlîink it will serve to a great
extent the objects ainied at. But the sub-
ject is a difficudt one to cleal with, the Pro-
vince havinîg( only limîited powers of legis-
lation in respect to the inatter.

LANI)LOLID AND TENANT.

Lodgers andi boarders were ofteîî sub-
jected to great loss and injustice by the ex-
ercîse of the landlord's power to lovy a dis-
tress on their goods anti chattels for arrears
of rent due to the superior lantilord by his
iîuîiiiediate lessee or tenant. Thilîias lîcen
reinetlied l'y nother Act of last session,
andi by a simple process, provided for iii the
Act, the lodger or l)tarder will now, on just
tenus, be able to save hîls prol)erty froin,
sale for arrears of relit.

THE DIV ISION COURT EXTENSION.

Every change connected with tue Division
Court is of iîîterest to thte general public,
seeýiùg, that for the collection of debts and
otherwise, sonie two hundred persons resort
to themn for every two persons who uise the
Superior Courts ; and althoughi the dlaimis
of thîe former îuay be sîniaîl iii amount, they
are relatively as important as the large
clainîs of the more wealthy suitors in the
Superior Courts. One of the Acts of last
session effects very important alterations in
the law relatingy to the Division Courts, and
I %visli to direct attention to soine of its pro-
visions. It is now tlîîrty-ijine years silice
Division Courts were established iii this Pro-
vince, anti they have orowiî steadiiy iii pub-
lic favour, if one înay judge from. the largely
încreased. jiirisdiction conferred upon themi.
Those rnost familiar with the working of
these courts believed that the highest liiiiit
for safe and efficient woîking had been
reaclied ; but the Legislatuire, iii the face of
strong, and unbiased testîmioîy to that effeet
have been brought to think otherwise, and
donbled the jurisdiction in respect to cer-
tain nîoney demands, and increased it by
fifty per cent. in cases of tort. 1 hope it
niay îîot be fouîîd that tItis will impair
the value anti usefulness of the courts to,
those whio xvill chiefly uise themn, proinoting
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