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THE ROYAL AGRICULTTRAL COM-

MISSION.

The report of Messrs. Clare S. Rend and
Albert Pell, M.P., assistan t commissioners
to inquire into the agriculture of tihe
United States, bas been published. Be-
yond a week's stay in Manitoba, the whole
of their time was spent in inquiries in
the United States, but their report has
as much interest for this country as
for our sou thern neighbors. If the basin
of the Mississippi contains, exclusive of
inland seas, 800,000,000 of acres, our
"fertile belt" in the North.West covers
600,000 square miles of the finest wheat
land on the Ainerican continent; and
the advantages accruing to the American
farmers as Well as the disadvantages
which they have to contend w'ith are
equally common ta us. The report is
consequently of much importance ta
Bettlers in our North-Wrestern prairie
lands.

The difficulties in the way of American
farmers are stated by the conmmissioners
witi commendable detail. They may be
brielly sunmed up as folloivs: (1) The
cost of growing; (2) The cost of freiglit
ta Chicago; (3) The cost of r'eight ta New
York and thence to Liverpool. To this,
the commissioners add foi' the future,
(1) an increased compensation ta the
farmer for his present excessive labor;
(2) the cost of renewing the perishable
fa'rm machinery ; (3) the exhaustion of
the soit and the cost of annual manuring.
The cost of production of a quarter of
wheat and its delivery to Liverpool are
estimated by the commissioners at 47s.
9àd. The details of the various items

entering inta their calculation will show
tha care taSLn ta make it accurate.

The price paid per acre of prairie land,
the cultivation required, the cost of man-
ual labor, boise and steam power aire set
et a sum of $10 per acre, including rates
and cost of conveying the crops six miles
ta the local railroad depot ai elevator.
The yield of wheat in the United States
over a long series of years appears ta have
just exceecled 12 bushsels per- acre. With
that yield, the western fariner eau deliver
from his waggon at the clepot without loss
at 's (id a .bushel of' 60 pounds, or a qar-
ter of 480 lbs. at 28s. Tlie transportation
of the crop from the local depot or' eleva-
tor to a slipping port. on the lakes, Chi-
cago for instance, is estimated by the con.
missioners nt ßs. 8Il. on an avernge per
quarter. Coiming next ta freigit, account
has been taken of the teris on wvhich
grain cen be noved inland by lake and
canal or by " alil rail." 'Tie difference e.
tween those two modes of transportation
is considerable, being, on an average of
tive year.s. 3s. 5d. by water, lake and canal,
and rs. 1Od. by rail, for a quarter of 4S0
lbs. 'l'le water route being closed by ice
from November ta April, about 5s. 2d. is
the average of the two rates. The ditfer-
ence betwveen the cost of transportation
by sait ai steam lias been on the
avernge of the last five years inconsidera-
ble, and nay be placed at 4s. 9 d. In ad.
ditions ta the above charges, those for
handling and weigliiing have ta be taken
iito accotint, as well as the lake insur-
ance, dock and town dues, and porterage
et Liverpool, shortage, marine insurance,
coin:ission, and interest on monsey. The
sum Of all these particulars is as follows :

£ e. c.
Cost of growing a quarter of

wheat (480 lbs.) in the west,
including delivery ta local
depot............................... 1 8 0

Freiglt ta Chicago ............... 0 6 8
Clhicago ta New York ............ 0 5 2
New York ta Liverpool.......... 0 4 9&
Hlandling in Aierica............. O 1 I
Liverpool charges.................. 0 2 1

Total......................... 2 7 93
According ta the commissioners' report,

the dilliculties in the way of American
competition witLh Europea markets may
be said ta be insuperable if wheat cln-
not be landed in Liverpool at less than
48 shilling% per quarter, yet last year
15,000,000 quarters of wheat were shipped
ta England, and the average of their
sale was muci below 48 shillings. The
difficulties in the future are not cis-
couraging. The increased compensation
ta the farmer for his present excessive

labor will be found in the enhanced
value of his land when new population
settles around him. The cost of renewing
the perishable faim machinery is not
peculiar to the U1nited States; Englisi
farmers have similar expense ta incur.
'fise exhaustion of the soi and the cost of
annual mainuring will of course increase
the expenses of gi'vwing wheat; but, as
tie comnissioners themselres say, it
cannot core immedintely. The accumiu-
lated vegetable deposits of centuries, and
the untold number ofi grass crops tliat
biur'n or rot upoin the prairies, arie iot ta
be exhausted in a feu' years.

Of' the cost given in the report as ta
laiiding wiieat at Liveipool, moie tihai ialf
is put downl foi' trainsportation. 'l'e sup-
position on wlicli this cost rests is that
the figures giveni aie ta remain per-
iaient, if' not to be increased. When

we compare the actual cost of transporta-
tion witi wliat it was Ifiteen years ago, ive
find ais indication of wlait the cost will
be in the future, becomiiing alwvays cheaper
in consequence of new inproveients in
laborsaviing imsacliiinery, &c.

Ten years ago, before the introduction
of steel rails, the cost of transporting
grain by rail fron Chicago ta Nei York
was 30 cents per 100 pounds, tiat being
the expenditire made by the railroau
coinpany for that service on roads laid
witl iron rails. At that time the cars
could not be loaded wvitih more tisan ten
tons of grain each. In the imieantime the
steel rails, af wlicl the cost is no greater
iow tian was the cost of the iron rail ten
years ago, have coue into general use,
and the railroad coipany can move on
steel rails cars containing a greatly in-
creased weiglit o grain 1000 miles et ais
actual cost of from 1 cen ts ta 20 cents
per 100 pounds. The railroad comspany,
therefore, can nowv carry 100 pouids ai
grain at a profit of 50 per cent., and
charge no mare per 100 pouilds tisai it
cost them ta perftorn the saine service
ten years aga.

At the close of 1881 the Welland Canal
will be completed, and propellors wili be
launcied adapted ta the transportation of
cat le fion Chicago ta Mon treal, thence ta
be transported ta ocean vesseis. In like
manner' for six monthss in the yeai thes
same great water route will be open for
the transportation of breadstutis anid
grain delivered alongside the ocean
steamer at a rate not exceeding 8 ta 10
cents per 100 pounds. Whatever may b
the rate ta which the lake and canal
navigators wvill lower their freiglst, the
great railroad interest wili not hesitate
ta perform the same service at the same
rate. The cost of internal transportation,


