
IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES

strong link in our imperial chain. In Saskat­
chewan, colonies are found near Swift Current, 
Hague, and Itosthern, where assimilation has 
been retarded owing to the absence of state 
public schools.

The principle of communism prevails among 
the Doukhobors who have settled in the Western 
Provinces. Many, however, have become inde­
pendent, and no longer recognize the authority 
of their former leader. Some have written in 
eulogistic terms of the beauty of this community 
life, but most Canadians will fail to approve of 
a people who favor a mode of life which abso­
lutely denies a public school education to the 
children living in the community. We suspect 
the integrity and honor of a man who denounces 
the education of the young, who forbids parents 
to allow their children to attend the public 
schools, without making provision for their edu­
cation elsewhere. Last year, at a night school in 
a Western town, there were in attendance two 
young Doukhobors, one a girl of fifteen and the 
other a boy of fourteen, who had never been a 
day at public school. The parents had been for­
bidden to send them to school, and this by the 
autocratic leader of the community. They were 
bright, but mentally-starved children, and as one 
witnessed their eagerness to learn to read and 
write English, he could not but feel that Canada 
has made a very serious mistake in allowing such 
a man to guide the destinies of so many of her 
future citizens. His policy, apparently, is to 
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