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Kill}; TIciiry and liis barotiH. TIio Eiii^jHhIi, on t ho contrary, inadi; tlioir

wills, and passi'd tlio night in devotion. Sickness, f'ainiiie, and the sniall-

nuHs of their iuiinh(!rH, depressed their spirits ; but their courajxe roso

when Ihey tiioujiht on Cressy and other victories, and on the gallant spirit

of their king. TIenry himself visited all their quarters, and he ordered

bands of music to play all through the night to cheer their drooping

spirits.

IJeforosunri.se, on tho 251)1 of ()ctol)er, 1115, biiing St. Cri.spin's day,

the Hnglisli army, liaving beard mass, stood in order of battle. The

king, wearing a helmet of polished steel, wreathed with a crown of spark-

ling stones, roile on u grey pony from rank (o rank, inspecting and

uncouraginir them. Hearing an ollieer say to another that ho wished a

miracle would transfer thither some of the good knights who were nitting

idle at home, he declared aloud that " he would not have a single man

more, as if (iod gave them the victory, it would bo plainly due to ills

goocbicss; if ho did not, tho fewer that fell, tiic less tiio loss to their coun-

try." Three French knights now canio, suniinoning tJKim to surrender,

Tlie king onUued tliem otV and cried out, " limners, advanoo." The

archers fell on their kiiee.s on the ground, then rose and r.ui on with a

shout. They lialted, and poured their hail of arrows on the lirst division

of the Freneh ; and when they had thrown it into some confusion, they

slung their bows behind *heir backs, and grasping thcur swords and bat-

tle-axes, killed tho coiistablt; and his prineipsd olfieers, anil rouliMl tho

whole division. They then advaiieiMl to attack the .si'cond division, led

by the Duke of Alciu/oii. Hero tho resistance was obstimito. Alen(;on

forced his way to tho royal standard, killed the Duke* of York, ami iileit

the crown in the helmet of the king; but he was slain, and tlu^ division,

turned and ll'd. Henry was advancing to attack the third division,

when Word came that a large force was I'alling on the rear. The king

guvo hasty orders to put the prisonurs to ih^ath, and numbers had jterished

huforo it was discoverctl that it was a false alarm, caused by uii attempt

of some peasantry to plunder the baggage. The slaughter was then

stopped, but this cruel act tarnidied the victory which was already won,

for the thinl division ollerod but a sliglit resistance.

When Montjoy, the French king-at-arms, appeared, " To whom." said

Henry, " doth the victory belong?" " To you, sir," " ,\nd what eastlo

is that 1 see nt a distanet> ?" "It is called the castle of Agineouit."

" Then,'' said the king, " be this battle known to posterity by thr name

of tli«' battU) of A^inuourt." Tlu> prime nobility of Fratiuu weiv (akuti


