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'iitdiidn WM 9kn olilie iaifoe o^nion b dm^ift^atcd, by kk Itttati td

Mnir«> MdiWM and PlnkiMXi dated the Sd ofFebruarjr, itOT, la whid)
ha UM* thaaa exprnaloni. ** I take it for gfaoted that 70U hava not
<* failed to make d«a Use of the arraDfcinent coneertad bjr llr. King

[*< with Lord Hawkftburjr, in the year 1109, for tettlltaf tba qtioatiun of
<( ImtirMfement. On Mar ecra«foii aiK/ WMlfr «*af tttMrniAtiitoi M# JMf

•

i«A firineifUe watJUriy rnuunetd itijktw qfthe rifkt ^^Hrjkigt J^t^fH

Mm^ta&ury Mnint wgrttd to finhMt imfittMmtia» m tht higk ^hu.**

And ixwd St. Vkieanu hsauirlBf nothing mora than an axoaMloo of

the naVrow 8eaa» an aikccptum nmng on the obaolete claim of Great*

Britain to lonia paenliar dominion orer them/' Hera than wa have
fuin acknotledgmant that Graaf-Britaln waa willing to renounea the

Ifht of imi»remmantt on tho high aaaaj In CiTor ufour Bag )—that aha
M anxiotta to arrange the ubjact.

It .further appcara that tlie British miiiiatrj called fat an Intetriet^

rithlffetsTS. Monttie ahd Piokoejr, on this to]^ } that thaf atated the

lature ofthe claimi the king'a preragative t that they had eoniultcd the

Brown oAcJers and the board of admirahy, who all concuitcd in acnti-

ftcnt, that under tlie circumstancea of\he natlont the.relin^uiihment of
|h« right waa a meaaure, which the goTcmmant coojkl pot ad(^, wi^-
biit tilling oh itself • responaibllityi nl^hlch no ministry Wotrid be wil-

ling to meet, however pressing the exigency might bb. They oflbr-

pd, however, <mi the part ofGreat>Britaln, to paialaws makingit penal
pr British commanders to impreu American cltiaensi on board of A*
lerican Teasels, on the high seas, if America #ould pass a law, ma-
king it penal ftrr the officers of the United Statei to gt«nt certifloatea tS
|tizenship to British aulriectsi Thii will be ibund, in tho same docu-
lents, in a tetter fiom Messrs. Mdnroe and Pinkney to Mr. Madlsol^
ited llth.Noyiemler, 1806. Under their peremptory instructions^

lis proposition, on thepart of Gfeat-Britalo, could not-ba acceded to
our tiiinistet*i. Such, howeter, was th6 tefaiper and aniiiaiy of Eag-

ind, and snth the candor ahd good sense of our miniiters, that an hm-
rdbleand advMtagemta arrangement dfd tttkefitdce: The authority of
Tr. Monroe, then mlnittiBr at the cobrt of Great-Britain, now Secreta-
•f State, and one of the present administration, who have recom^*

ended war with Englatid, rod assigned impressments;BS a cause, sup^
>rts the undersigned in asserting, that it was honorabte tad advantage*
js : for in a letter from ftichmcMid dated the 88th ofJfebruanr, 18(^8^

Mr. Madisoh, the fdllbwing expressions are Jused by Mr; Monrod,
I have on the dohtrary^ always berieved and still do beltete that the
ground oh^htoh that interest (impressment) was placed by tthe pa-
per etf the British Commissioners of 9th November, 1806, and the
explanation which accompanied it, woe both honorable and advantage'
oua.ta the United State*, that it contidned a concession in their fiivor

on the part oft^i^at-Britain, on the great principle in contestation,

never before mads byu formal and obligatorv act of their government
which waa highly favorable tp their interest.'*

With the opinion of Mi*. King so decidedly expressed, with the off-

il admission of Mr. Madigon, with the ex|Ucit dMlaration ofMr.
lonroe, all cohdirring that Gr^at-Britatn )ra8 ready* to abandon im-
Essmeut on ihe bigli seas, and with an jionorable and adrantageoui

rraiMttment, actually made by Mr. Monroe, how can it be pretended,
|lat aU hope of-eeUlement, by trftty, has failed i how eta ibii subfeci
Imish a proper cause ofwar ?
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