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l>UI!UVIRV or AMIRICA. •M

iifiga in thrtc tmm wnrn n^'ki hv axoa wiridod by tho dtiacondanti of

Nortl/nicn For 1 And t'mt tho Icniondin M88. apoak of brcaat-piatea

worn by tli'i Northmrn; and na to thnir axea, it ia atatcd that tho na>

tivfta tried them on wtnid, and at'lnrwarda on stono ; but the inatru-

mentN i "d by thci t'orint-r to cut down maplo Uecn, could not witli-

ata'id tliij uMr iii'iilt' of ilinn, by thii latiort u|Kin iitont'. [fit bo aaknd

wnat has become of fhc Northmen, and whoro arc thoir ilnacondanta,

wo iiiiKwcr: Likn thn mi|rhty mnpiter buildnra of tho aplondid citicaof

Contral Amnrica, of Moxico, lUiiJ of tho rudo i.ioundn of Ohio, they

have paaaoil into tho Nhuden of oblivion.

Thorn have born disoovorod, beyond lat 60", in (4roenland, up-

ward of AOO peopio reacinl'jiing Ihono in tho north of Europe, proba-

biy doscendanta of tho Northmen.

An important inquiry ariaci: Waa Columbus uwaro of the diacov-

eriea by tho Northmen T

From a letter proaorvod by hia son, it appears that ho visited Ice-

land in 1477. And it is thousht by some that he there obtained a

knowledge of tho discovery oT Vinland. Allowing this to be thn

case, it is ningular ho should never havo given any intimation of

such knowledge.

Instead of walking through Hpain, leading his aon by the hand,

would he not at once have rushed tnto tho presence of tho sovereigns

and acquired patronago, wealth, and honor, by tolling them that the

obscure Icelanders had disco/orud the region he wished to unfold 1

His greatest enemies never accused him of having reached the

New World, by information received from Iceland.

But, as Columbus was rathnr artful, ho might, from particular

motives, have concealed thia knowledge from tho observation of

mankind.
After all, let not the circumstanco of this prior discovery, cause,

in our view, the laurels given to Columbus, to wither on his brow.

Let us ever honor him for his perseverance and his virtues.

Let not Leif and his associate Northmen deprive him of what the

voice of nation^ has awarded, the merit of having given, not to Fer>

dinand and Isabella only, but to successive generations, a new world.

Iceland, though but a sieck on the bosom of tho Northen ocean,

is not unworthy our notice. Though dark to the superficial observer,

yet it shines with a lustre brighter than the flame rising from its voN
cano. It is the light of knowledge. That obscure island is remark-
able for the attention paid to learning. Every man among the com-
noon class, pursue the higher branches of study. Their long night*

are eni'vened by the custom of «t>ery member of the family gathering

around the bright lamp, while one reads for the amusement and
instruction of all.

The sources of happiness are not, like those of mighty rivers, hid

from the view of moat people. They are acoesaibfo to all. The
Icelanders, living in a nmote island, and out oflTfVom pHvileges that

milder climates present, are naturally led to look for h&ppinesa in

the pursuit of knowledge.
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