
(i(.?j-." It" I'uch Ihould be Irt final docillon, as we have real'on to

fear, fhc cannot punifli Admiral Bcikeli>y without manifcll injullicc

to him.

ff, thfictoro, our adminillration arc finccrc in their determina-

tion to go to war, unlefs reparation be made for the attack, on the

Chefapeuke, war fe»ms, as they privately afl'ert, to be inevitable,

unlefs the prudent and temperate deliberations of Congrefs, or the

feafouable expreffion of publiek opinion, fliall check this dedruc-

tive, and 1 may add, r.ijh }M)licy. War, at all times a publkk ca-

lamity, becomes pecidiarly alarming and ileilruAive to a nation,

whicli has been for twenty-four years exclufively devoted to the

arts of peace—which has ncglefted every mean of national de-

fence—which has devoted none of its revenues to a wife prep-

aration for war, to which all nations are occafionally expofed.

It is peculiarly alarming to a nation, governed by an adminillra-

tion not only delHtute of military talents, but who have always

avowed their oppofition to every thing like military preparation,

and who, whih- they have profcfFed to rely upon the moft frail of

all fupports, the juftice of nations, and have therefore neglefted

every mean of preparation or defence, have moll unfortunately

brought us to the verge of a moft awful precipice, where we have

no alternative but either to plunge headlong to a certain and de-

ilru(5t.ive fate, or to retrace our Heps, as they fay, with ignominy

and difgrace. If at a moment fo eventful, and in a pofition fo tre-

mendous, any friendly hand fliould point out to us a path by which

we might favc both our live? and our honour, one would naturally

imagine, that it ought to excite our gratitude, rather than our ha-

tred—to merit our thanks, rather than puniflimcnt ; but other

doctrines feem to prevail. The friends of tlie adminiftration,

wounded at the true picture of our fituation, provoked that any

man fhould imanfwerably prove fume errors in our own condudl

wliich diminifh the juftice, and of courfe, the neceffity of a war,

have advanced an idea novel in the hiftory of free nations, that *" it

is treafon to queftion the juftice or expediency of a war," even bc-

' I-xtrat't from the Natiiuial Fiitellijjciircr in anfwor to Pacificus, a writer in

}! t Bofton Ccntini'l, ajrainfl the neccll'ity of War. 'JMiis may l)e found in ih'

I'.'liiuliuiii, of September '.">, in a piece entitled " Modern Liberty."


