
HOW TO USB THE RBT AND THB FT.ORA.

that it is PolypetalouB. Ai the stamens are very numer.

ous it must come under the section marked 4.. Under this

section we have three subordinate heading?, .narked by one,

two, and three astoriaks, respectively. The stamens are

clearly inserted on the calyx, and so our plant must be

found uiidor the heading marked **. Without hesitation,

we refer it to the Order Rosacea. Turning to page 34, we
find fourteen Genera to select from. A very little considera-

tion will show us that No. 8, Fuaoauia, is the Oenus we

must fix upon. Referring to page 39, we have to choose be-

tween two species, Virginiana and vescaf and the choice is

found to depend upon such obvious characters as to furnish

no difficulty.

The leaves of Blue Flag are straight-veined ; the parts of

the flower, also, are in threes. We therefore decide that the

plant is Endogenous, and on turning to page xxiii., we find

tnree Divisions of Endogans. The Flag clearly belongs to

Division II., Petaloideous Endogens. Then, is the peri-

anth superior or inferior ? Clearly the former. Next, are

the flowers dioecious or perfect ? Clearly perfect. And as

the flower has three stamens, it must belong to the Order

iRiDACEiE, described on page 132. The Genus is at once seen

to be Iris, and as only one Species is mentioned, it is pro-

bably the one we have in hand

—

Iris versicolor.

The Cat-tail Flag is also manifestly Endogenous, from the

veining of the leaves. But it is not a Petaloideous Endogen.

The flowers are collected on a more or less fleshy axis at the

top of a scape. It therefore belongs to the Spadiceous

Division, in which there are four Orders. The only practi-

cal question is, whether our plant belongs to Arace^e or

TYPHACBiE, On the whole, we choose the latter, and find our

decision confirmed on reading the fuller account of the two

Orders on pages 123 and 124. The Genus is immediately

lieen to be Tyfha, and the Species latifolia.


