
CAPTIVITY AMONG THR

I propose to tretlt on thesci an4 the subtequent

history of my life, before I enter into the details of

the habits, morals, and polity of the Indians with

whom I resided ; because this arrangement will

enable me to embody much matter in my narrative,

which, if read, I am apprehensive, will prove tedious

and uninteresting, and which thus disposed of, can be

passed over at the option of the reader, for the sub-

sequent and more interesting contents of the work,

without inteiTupting the general connection. Be-

sides, it will afford me the satisfaction of detaching

myself, in a degree, from the view of the reader in

the more important parts ; a circumstance with which,

in the capacity of an author, I may truly say I wished

altogether to have complied, but which I could not

consistently do against the opinions of many from

whom I have received unequivocal tokens of friend-

ship and regard, and whose advice I feel myself

bound to respect, ^^i />?»>/. ii<.niO .nt'i Y««*Oiv

I was taken prisoner at a very early period of my
life by a party of Indians, who, from the train of

events that followed, belonged to, or were in alliance

with, the Kickapoo nation. At the same time, two

other whifje children, a boy and a small girl, were

also imade prisoners. k'^itn i^^: iU;' y^kh i

, I haive itoo imperfect a recollection of the circum-

stances connected with this capture, to attempt any

account of them ; although I have reflected on the

subject so often, and with so great interest and in-

tensity, under the knowledge I ,have since acquired of

the Indian modes of warfare, • as neaiiy to establish


