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interest, even in chsch wlicn the facth

fire of a nature to merely illu,strat(! liis

foibles. No apology, tlieicfore, is re-

<|uirc(l to excuse our diseussing tlie

liarticulars at present concenuMl witli

all the iiiinuteness which may lie ne-

cessary to cast a clear light upon the

all'air under consideration.

The chief authority for the a.sser-

tionthat tlic lady was Miss I'renticc,

was the Hon. Wni. Smith, ( 'lerk of

I lie Executive T'ouncil, a resilient of

(^•uehec at the time wlien the .////'

inarlc lay at anchor in the harhour.

He impai'ted the information *<) the

late Colonel John Sewell, recently de-

ceased at a good old age, with the ad-

ditional statement tliat the intende<l

singular nuirriage was jirevented hy

3Ir. Matthew Lyndiurner, the famous

<i>ueboc meirhant, and broth'T of tln'

delegate from ('aiiiida to the Jiritish

House of I'ommon.^i on the occasic.u

when the C'onstitutional Act of 1771

was under discussion in the Impei'inl

J.e'dslature. Iteijartled asanuiiterof

gossip and hearsay, it will not be jae-

tcuded that Mr. Smith "s aulliority is

decisive of the (pu'stion at issue ; nor

is it pi'obable that his evidence, on

such a to])ic, was n:oic reliable than

that of any other contemporary resi-

dent who chose to listen to rumours

circulating in the city. If we recol-

lect lightly, Ml'. Smith presented, in

his history of Canada, several state-

ments unworthy of ci'edit, Via.scd upon

mere hearsay, which were disproved

bv their very natuic and by subse-

(juent evidence. There was, as will

be seen, a Quebec merchant who wa.s

Nelson's familiar ac(|uaintaiice, and

enjoyed his friendship to the last day

of his life, to whom, and not to J.ym-

liurner, on better testimony than Mr.

Smith's, is to lie asciibed the merit of

having ))ro\ed an etlicient counsellor

on the occasion referred to. Lamar-

tine, in his Life of Nelson, gixes an

account of the circumstances, without

mentioning the name of tlie lieroine,

and it was to supjily tliis deficiency

that Col. Sewell, citing the authority

of Siidth, gave tljat of Miss Prentice.

JjinkHitine's account, however, is full

of ndstakes. He does not give the

yeai' correctly, stating it to have been

17<'^<i, whereas Nelson, in that as well

as the two preceding years, and in the

year following, was s(!r\ing in the

West Indies. He also .styles the ^.'Z-

li< niiiili a /'/'/'/, instead of a frigate, and
erroncouslv sa\s that Nelson nas.sedIt. J

s< ri'iiil iiKiiillis lit (^)ueb«'<-. In shoit,

as t(j accuracy, no imporlani'c can be

attached U) this writer's statements

concerning Nelson's visit.

liefoie proi'ceding further, \sc shall

now cite from unqiu'stionalile authori-

ties-i= a few particulars of Nelson's

career juinr to titr /inn <>j' hin (ulccnl

III CtiiKidd, and of his (lis|)osition.

habits and character, as displ.a^'ed

when he was a very young man.

\^'hen Nelson came to (.Quebec he

wai- just _' 1 years of age, having been

born in September 1758. He had al-

ready been in the naval em])loyinent

of hiij country 1 1 years, for he entered '
'

it at the early age of i ."l : bnt during

tha* comparati\ely siiort time had •*

seen more \aried ser\ ice, and alloi'<led

more proofs of courage, nautical skill,

.sagacity and tit ne.ss for command, than

the great majority of hi.s seniors in the

j)iofession. Jle had served in almost

every part of the world freipiented by

J^ritish cruisers -the Arctic Ocean,

the ICast and West Indies, the coasts

of North and South AnuM'ica, the

Baltic, North Atlantic and Mediter-

ranean Seas. Although in those days

promotion was very slow, except in

rare cases, sui'h were young Nelson's

zeal, enthusiastic attention to all his

professional duties, and extraordinary

uromi.se, that he attained the rank of
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» The cliief of thusu. lioie ulliuled to. is ' The Life *

iiiui ScrvicoH ot Honitici \ isuouiit Nelsiiii,' (from lli^

own iiiuuusL-riiits and very I'MOiisivf uollectioiis of

letters, ottieiul iiml other doeiimeiit.^, and eonmiuni-
cations contrihuted hv the Ouke of Olareiiee, Admi-
ral Kiirl St. Vineent, Lord and l.ady Nelson, Lieiit.-

(Jovernor Looker, .\diniral Lord Uuod, Lord Keith,

Sir T. M. Ilardj. .Mrs. Alexander Uavidson, and In
j

many other otiicers and {fentlemen) --edited by the

Kev." I. S. Clarke, F.H.S.. Librarian and C'liaplain

toGeorvtc I'rineeof Wales, and .John MeArthvir, Em\.,

LL.U., Seeretary to Admiral Lord Hood. V
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