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Hesed and said to him, " Behold, I have received

kindness at thy hand, and the springs of life are

again strong within me. Now, I pray thee, give

thy servant further of thy bounty ; for there is yet

one thing that I would ask of thee."

And Ben Ilesed said, "Speak, my son, for my
hand is open to •satisfy the utmost wish of him that

is an honored guest within my borders."

Then the young man bowed himself and said,

" If I have found favor in the sight of my lord,

give to me thy daughter Zarah for my wife ; for I

love her with my soul."

Ben Hesed looked at the young man long and

earnestly, and his heart went out to him.

"Tell me," he said, "all of thy past; for thou

hast asked of me the most precious thing that I

possess, the maiden who is called the Dawn.

Speak freely, for as my soul liveth, if thou dost

keep back aught that I should know, thou shalt

die accursed !

"

At this the young man groaned aloud ; but he

told him how th; t he had disputed with his brother

over the inheritance, and had smitten him that he

died—^for so he believed at the time.

And when Ben Hesed heard all he rose up, and

his voice was cold and stern. "Go," he said,

" that I see thy face no more. Thinkest thou that

I will give my daughter to one that is a murderer ,'

po, lest I fall upon thee \V: y^r^th,"
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