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ON POLITICAL SCIKNCE. 8

AW matters which rchitr iiiimi'dialely lo human happiucss, an .1 those si udion which teach

ihc i)rinc.iplc,s on wliicli all nood gnvcrninciit must rest, I he respective duties, powers aiul

l)rivileoH's of the dill'erent executive, legislative and judicial authorities, and the eternal

maxims of civil liberty, are studies which, when taught in the spirit of a judicious and

honest historian, are well worthy of the name ol'a s<ience, and should obtain a preemin-

ence over all di'partments of Miought and study, except the teaching of the true lessons of

Cliristiauity. In tlu' words of tie- distinguished essayist from whom 1 ([noted in com-

mencing this lecturr :
" If there is a science of polities at all. il must needs be almost the

most complicated of all sciences. It deids with thai curious phendmeiion called the State,

whicli is a kind of organism I'Diiijiosi'd ot human beinus. Tlie lives of individual men,

even the grealest men, are included in tlie lif' <d' ihe Slate; almost evcryliiing indeed is

included in it. Hoes not tlie very thought of studyinu' such a vast i()mprchensi\e plieno-

mcnon, and of discoverin^i' tlie laws that govern it, Liivc rise lo a feeling of bewildermenl :"

Does it not striki' you that this study must r<'st upon other studies, that this science must

presume tiie results of other sciences, iherefore that it cannot Ije prot)erly studied by itself':'

. . . Would you know what is wise and riyht in jxjlities, you must consult experience.

[n politics, as in other dei)artments. wisdom consists in the knowledu'c of the laws that

govern the phenomena, and these laws can only be diseovi'ii'd by the observation of facts,

liistory. If this is so, how can we avoid the conclusion that such a study of politics as

you meditate cannot be separated from the sludy of liistory T'

Canada, Ihough a young country compared with the old civilizaiions of Eu;o]>e,

presents a very interesting held for the student in this department of study. Though not

a national sovereignly like the United Stales, and therefore probably inferiortoil in that

respect as an object of mplation and rcllection for Kuropi-an statesmen, its political

history, its fundamental . av and constitution, its economic system, its social institutions

and the racial characten , of its people are worthy of the i-lose study, not only of Cana-

dians, but of all per.so:.s who wish to follow th(> gradual development of communities

from a state of cramped colonial pupilage to a larger condition of political freedom which
gives it many of the atlribuies of an independent nation, never before enjoyed by a

colonial dependency.

A course of Political Science, to be in any mc'isurc complete, would mean that we
slumld study, in the first i)!a(>e, the political history of our own country, from Ihe lime

the freiich laid the foundation of their colonial government on the heights of Quebec,

down to Ihe coniiui'st of Canada by England in 175It-(.)il, and thence through ail tlie poli-

tical and coiistiiulioiial <hangcs which have brought about a federation of provinces

under the somewhat ambitious name of ''Dominion."' This historical study necessarily

leads us to review the political and social conditions ol old France during the century

and a half when Canada was under its govi'rnment, "We cannot fail to s(>e how tht'

conilict between Great I'rilain and b'rance for centuries actually meant a conllict for

supremacy in America, and how the development of Freni^h Canada was retarded by the

ambitious designs of the French monarch in Eixrope, and the way consequently made
easier for the triumph of the mother country on this contiiu'iit.

The history of the unfortunate dilferences whicli led lo the separation of the old

thirteen colonies, tlie state of political parties in England during the days when the

people of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were contending for extended political


