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ffo that a person buying a tin cf peas will
flot get half.water. What protection would
the printing of the net weight be on a tin
of peas, when the tin that has the most
water in it weighs the most? Take any tin
of fruit: the departmenit standard, will
provide that every tin of packed strawber-
ries shall contain 12 ounces of strawberries,
and in case a tin is found that does nlot
contain the quantity, the packer is liable
te zevere punishment. .Any tin of peas
bought wou]d have to centain 80 much
weight i peas, not i water. That is the
kind of thing that would protect the eus-
t6mer. That system la being prepared now,
and la being adopted by the Canada Food
Board.

You will notice a great nu.mber of excep-
tions in the Bill, whi-ch prove that it ia
flot applicable in ail cases. There are some
things that I think are ridiculous i thia
Bill. For instance, it provides for a fine
of $1 a tila. A manufacturer whose total
capital is $25,000 puts up 2,000,000 tins, and
is hiable te a fine, of a dollar a tin if he
makes a mistake in putting this label on.
However, that is only a minor matter.

1 agree with the -main features of this
Bill, but I think it requires a great deal
more consideration, and I believe in an-
other year the Department of Agriculture
will have standards fixed.

I may say this much for thie present Bill,
that it has brought the manufacturera to
t2he idea that it is time to, adopt etandards.
Many manufacturers have advocated
standards for years, but others did not 'want
thein, because they were going a littie un-
der the other f ellow, and were nect wilhing
to change. Now they are ail united,
because when they corne to consider 'what
a costly aflair the marking of wéights on
packages would be, causing the manufac-
tured goods to be dearer, th.ey think that
the adoption of standards would einable
them te pack more chea.ply. A man who
bas te operate twenty or thirty different
sires of goods in his factory must have a
place to put twenty or thirty different sizes
of cases, twenty or thirty different kinds of
labels, botties, tins, etc., so that a great
number of varietiez, require6 about twice
the area in a buildýing te accommodate them
,that 'would be required if the number of
varieties were small.

I suggest that if this Bill ',ere laid ov4r
for a year it would alho~w time for the
Department of Agriculture to have adopted
a large number of standardé, and thus ef-
fect the object aimed at in marking Vhe
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weightds on packages, but wouhd do Qhat in a
reallW eifficacious way, whi>ch 'would .protect
the consumer and enable the maniufacturer
to comphy with the -law wifthout increasing
hie expense, but on the con4rary r-educing
it.

Hoa. Mr. WATS ON: Would you isuggest
a standard on~ ail lies in Canada, and
would you inisist on goods now impoxted
into Canada being brought te the standard
that may be adopted P

Hon. Mr. SMITH: I think thyshould
be ineluded.

Hou. Mr. WATSON: If you imest thast
t.he goc9ds in Can-ada, should be 2-lb. or 4-lb.
packages, the goods from other countries
wou.ld be prohibited.

Hon.. -Mr. SMITH: In. the Un.ited States,
the standard eizes are thoee in coanmon
use there.

Hon. Mfr. D ANDURA&ND: The honour-
a.ble gentleman bas apoken of standard
weighte. That impLies a change li very
Inalny lunes. What time ehould be allowed
te man'ufacturers te make the change 'from
their present methode

Hon. Mr. SMITH: My euggestion li
that repect is thatt those who are net
prepared to adopt the standards fixed
shouhd mark the weight on the package,
âs deacribed in thie Bill uitil auch tirne
as Vbey adopt the atandard, but thoit the
tinie vithin which they must contform to
the standards be lirnîted te eay oens year
or two years. Some may thi!nk this is
goirxg pretty f ar, but I do not think so.
Take ais an illustration the basket bill
that we had up yesterday. These standards
ivere fixed t'wenty years ago, ýwh<m I had
the honour of bringing that Bill imito the
lieuse of Commons. At that time it was
thought, just as some people thi!nk now,
that it would be too drastic te &ay. that
n-o goods should be paicked exoept in a
certain size of basket; we therefoa-e pro-
vided that persons shrnald pack in aniy size
ef basket, provided they mairked on the
side of t.he basket the word "sho-rt," and
aise defined the contents. That drove
everyibody into using the, standard erze,
and in a short time the fruit-growers,
who liad suggested the bill, demanded that
two or three certain aizes be fixed by law,
and that nobody be elhowed te put fruit in
any ether size of basket. If that course
were mfollowed in this case, people would
interest themselves, as they would in any
other line; the simplicity and economy of
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