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Friday, March 2, 1934
The house met at three o’clock.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

On the orders of the day:

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Leader of the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I
notice that at adjournment last night the
Prime Minister (Mr. Bennett) said that he
understood there was an arrangement that
we should continue to-day with the debate on
Bill No. 4, respecting the bureau for trans-
lations, after which we would take up the
bill to incorporate the Bank of Canada. The
arrangement to which my right hon. friend
referred is possibly one which he may have
had with his own Secretary of State (Mr.
Cahan), but as I understand it, there has been
no arrangement between the two sides of the
house. In connection with the bill to incor-
porate the Bank of Canada I did tell the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Rhodes) that if it
were agreeable we would be prepared to pro-
ceed this afternoon, but nothing was said
with respect to the other legislation.

Right Hon. R. B. BENNETT (Prime
Minister) : Mr. Speaker, the right hon. gentle-
man is quite right. When I indicated that
Bill No. 4 would be taken up, I did so because
it had been discussed previously and given
precedence in the early part of the week. As
I indicated, I thought it was the understand-
ing that it would be proceeded with again
to-day. The right hon. gentleman is quite
correct in saying that there was no arrange-
ment with the opposition to this effect. I
understand that he will not be here on Mon-
day and possibly on Tuesday, and it is not
probable that I shall be here on one of those
days. If he desires, the Bank of Canada bill
can stand until Thursday. We could then
proceed this afternoon with the discussion as
indicated last night. I do not think we could
take a division to-night as so many members
are away, but possibly at nine o’clock or
before we could take up some items in supply.
I desire to suit the convenience of the right
hon. gentleman.
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Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The transla-
tions bill is one which affects in a very special
way hon. members from the province of
Quebec. My right hon. friend knows that
Friday is not a very good day for the dis-
cussion of measures which affect particularly
members from that province. I think there is
a recognition of that fact between the different
sides of the house. For this reason it was a
bit of a surprise to us to find that this
particular bill was mentioned for discussion to-
day. I think it would meet with the approval
of hon. members on this side of the house
if it could stand over, but we leave ourselves
in the hands of the government. As to the
bill to incorporate the Bank of Canada, if it
is agreeable to hon. members in other parts
of the house to proceed at once, we are quite
ready to do so. If mot, I think perhaps it
would be advisable that it should not come
up on a day when the Prime Minister and i
myself, might both be away, although it is
not absolutely necessary that it should not.
However, I would prefer to be here.

Mr. BENNETT: We desire to accom-
modate ourselves to the wishes of the house
in a matter of this kind. Perhaps the same
consideration would obtain with respect to
the Bank of Canada bill as with respect to
the translations bill, as I understand an
amendment is {o be moved to the former.
Under the circumstances, we would prefer not
to proceed to-day. Might I suggest that we
go on with the translations bill until six
o'clock and not proceed further. One hon.
gentleman is in the middle of his speech and
I notice others present who are vitally
affected.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I thank the
Prime Minister for endeavouring to accom-
modate us, but perhaps it would be better if
it were understood that we proceed with the
translations biil until such time as it may be
desirable to adjourn.

Mr. BENNETT: We will do that if it
meets with the approval of the house. We
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