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Unemployment Relief

g I BENNETT : T intimated that I thought
IS was a question which it would be difficult
O answer, and the more I hear the hon. gentle-
g‘ian the more sure I am that this will be a
,fﬁCUlt matter, because if there were a con-
1% of authority between 'the province and
i € Municipality and the Dominion was deal-
nng With the provincial authorities, speaking
it"W.WIth respect to work and undertakings,
tiomlght .‘be very difficult to frame any regula-
Evens which might meet that situation. How-
& L1 do' not fancy that unemployment really
exmln‘g ‘within the terms of this measure could
b lst. without there being unity between the
"0Vinee and the municipality as'to the action
Pat should be taken in connection with it.
"ctically all the western municipalities are
Cep_endexlt upon approval being given by the
drman of the local government board, or
sey & minister designated, before they can issue
.“CUrities of any kind for the purpose of obtain-
}% Mmoney, as perhaps my hon. friend realizes.
th ait 1s my reason for indicating my belief
8t the act could be administered only
Yough the provincial authorities.

lIIVIE‘-.HEAPS: I take it that in the case of
ermf’lpal relief work it would be almost im-
s ative upon the provincial authorities to
Prove of such public works.

iy M, BENNETT: It is very difficult to have
Put as strongly as that.

Aol RALSTON: T take it that the Prime

lm?tel‘ has no doubt that the statute is

Withmently wide to permit of dealing directly
the municipality in case of necessity.

4 I:;II'- BENNETT: I have no doubt that it
B road enough. My hon. friend, who is a
e!{er, will understand at once that the im-

ate communication should be with the

POVin
auo‘”nfnal rather than with the municipal
thorities. 3

hMr. RALSTON: Considerable discussion
€en carried on in connection with high-
» and we seem to have in mind the
SODaI highway. As far as my hon. friend
di :“.8_gested, there does not seem to be a
& cSmon on the part of the government
eo“g:nﬁr{e itself in the matter of highway
t&lke;uctmn or extension to what has been
about as the national highway.

l’ath}fr' BENNETT: As “a” national highway,
er t,han “the"-

thilfg' RALSTON: Does the hon. gentleman
in th the?‘e would be any difficulty in assisting
€ buxlding of what might be called second-

rOadS . . .
°°“!1try? or roads in isolated portions of the

ays
Datj

Mr. BENNETT: I endeavoured to explain
that my purpose was to make the provisions
of the act broad enough and the language
sufficiently elastic to meet any situation which
might arise where want was staring the people
in the face and where it was possible, through
the intervention of the provincial authorities
in bringing the matter to the attention of
the federal authorities, to assist in providing
useful work for those who needed it in order
to prevent their being in want. That is the
one side of the question.

Mr. RALSTON : From what the Prime Min-
ister has said, it would appear that the idea
of the government is to take the work to
the unemployed rather than having the un-
employed go to some undertaking some
distance from where they live.

Mr. BENNETT: I agree with the sugges-
tion that one hundred small undertakings
would go farther towards meeting the general
purpose of providing something to do for
the unemployed than would two or three large
undertakings which might employ but very
few men. My hon. friend from Shelburne-
Yarmouth (Mr., Ralston) is a distinguished
member of the bar, and I say to him as
well as to-my hon, friend the ex-Minister of
Justice (Mr. Lapointe) that the bill was drawn
on the assumption that you could not
designate either the work to be done or the
expenditures involved in the doing of that
work. A condition existed which demanded
prompt action on the part of parliament, and
in order that the house might have before
it a general conception of the purpose of the
act, section 3 was drafted. Without restrict-
ing the generality of the general grant of
authority, section 3 is intended to indicate the
purposes, but the broad purpose is indicated
in the generic words which are used in sec-
tion 2: “For the relief of unemployment, a
sum not exceeding $20,000,000 is hereby appro-
priated and may be paid out of the consoli-
dated revenue fund of Canada, for such
purposes and under such terms and conditions
as may be approved by the governor in
council.”

Mr. LAPOINTE: Surely my hon. friend can
give us some information, surely he can give
the committee a few particulars as to the
destination of the money to be appropriated
by this legislation. As my hon. friend knows,
section 2 is quite broad. It gives the power
to spend a sum of $20,000,000 for such pur-
poses and under such terms and conditions as
may be approved by the governor in council.

Mr. BENNETT: For the relief of un-
employment.



