
JUNE 20,1917 2495

just as rigid in their party affiliations, and
just as rigid in their dispensing- of
-patronage, in 'conpection with the
war as in connection with anything else.
And, that being the case, they, created a
cleavage in this country which. they cannot
very well overcome. They have miade two
camps, as f ar as their favoufites, and ad-
vancement and promotion were concerned.
They have given favours to. iheir friends,
and left nothing attractive to the other side.
We have had appropriation after appropri-
ation voted in this House, and we have had
money Bis introduced by the Minister of
Finance, and I have always taken oppor-
iunity, when a vote was passed, to say: I
do not object to any moneys youj are getting,
but see to it that the money is used in the
best interest of the country, and give up
your partisan dispensing of patronage. I
have had promises that that *ould be done,
but neyer any fulfilment of ihose promises..
That has been the state of aff airs from the
commencement of the war te the present
trne. It is possible, Mr. Speaker, for a man
te create dissensions and dissatisfactions in
his own house. If à man has six boys, and
hie gives three, of ihem bôots> and clothing,
and treats them lavishly, although perhaps
not better than they ought, to be treated,
but hie lets the other thrýee go barefooted,
with no proper food, and does not look after
themn properly, could it be- expected that
the samne service, fealiy, love and affection
would be accorded te the parent by the
three neglected sons that hie would expect
from those upon whomr hie lavishes his
goods and his loveP That would flot be
nat-ùral.' That is the way this country has
been treated 'by the Government. They
have given their nioneys, promotions, offices,
advancement, and, 'if they could, would
have given military crosses and knighthoods
to,the Tories, and they have left the Liberals
out in the cold. I think it is a most mar-
vellous thing that we obtained the result
we did in this country under the voluntary
systenijudging by the way it was handled
by hion. gentleman who had the responsi-
bility of 'procuring enlistment and the con-,
duct of the war generally. What say you as
to the fairnèss of the way in which matters
were conclucted in this country by the Gov-
ernment themselves since the outbreak ofihe
war, if we are te believe the correspond-
ence-not merely 4tories-betweexi the ex-
Minister of Militia and -the Prime Min-
ister? That, correspondence lias been
-brought down, and is on the records of
ibis Hlouse over the signature of the ex-
Minister of Mlitia, and it shows that four

long months had passed while hie was try-
ing to get the second. contingent te the
-front, when it was juat as neces.ary te
send assistance ta the boys in the trenohes
as At is now. That period elapsed with
something like 40,000 or 50,000 men Teady
to be sent, but they were held. And why?
Beeause they had ne equipments? Not ai
ail. Were they held because they were
not trained and ready to take their places
at the front? Not at ail. They 'were

* held, Sir, because there was a faction ini
the Cabinet, -fighting for graft, and 'wanting
to get the money of the country, te apply
it te their own purposes and the purposes
of their friends.

Somne* hion. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.

Mr. McKENZIE: Nothing could be more
fiendish, and nothing or more deserving
of -crucifixion, if it were possible te invoke
such a punishment in this country, of every
man in the Cabinet -who had anything to
do with that nefarious act of holding lip
men forý three montha, because there was
a wrangle in the Cabinet, as te who would
get bis, hand deepest into the Treasury, or
the fund te- be. obtained from the purchase
of equipment furnished te these men.
That statement is published and is a mat-
ter of reccod. It is officiai, as between the
retiring ministez and the Prime Minister,
and it neyer bas been dexnied. I will re-
peat what I atated lI thbe presence of the
Prime 'Minister and the Government, that,
partisan as-I am, I would not believe such
a thing, if it came te me tbrougb. the news-
papers, or through siDurces of my oûwn
party, but when it cornes over the signa-
ture of the Minister of Militia, who
knows what la going on in the. sanc-
tum-saneterumi of the Grovernment, I
have nothixig to do but beliève
it, until substantiel evidence to the
ontrary ia prodiueed. As, Buch evl-
den-ce has not been forthcoming, nothing
remains but for the country te believe that
the facta are just as they 'were presented,
and ihat membeirs ,,f the Government
were cntent te :sit down for four months,
hickering about bow much money they
could make, and permitting the'boys at the
front Wo be killed, whlle tihe support that
shmI1d be sent tý> them, in the nature of
forty or fifty thousand men, remained idle
in ibis country, at a eoàt of twenty-five or
thirty million of money, aibsolutely te no
purpose. It wnuld have been bettér for
them to have voied some money between
themselves, put it 'in the Est.imates and
let the country pay for it. *There would be


