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much greater degree of prosperity than that begun, that surplus wIll amount te at least
which we now enjoy, or the further ques- tbree and a quarter millions. New, Sir,I
tion : How Is it possible for the United think It is but fair whule we give credit for
States of America to communicate to us a the coeation of that surplus, to bear ln mmd
degree of prosperity which they themselves the circumstances under whic t wa
do not possess ?created. We llnd that fot only bave we

Now, let me refer to the question of rev-!(ontifued in etYeet tue reduction of taxes
enue. We all know that in the past years made ln 1897, but there bave been furtber
we have had deficits. In 1894, the deficit reductions iu the year 1898. 1 refer, in the
was $1,200,000; in 1895, it was $4,100,000; Îîrst place, to the oter 12j per cent re-
In 1896, it was $330,000, and in 1897, $519,000. duction that ient jute force ou the
I am aware that, as regards the deficit for Ist of JuIy last;1, refer to the tacT
1897, our Liberal friends disclaim respon- that we have reduced the derestieletter
sibility. They claim the deficit of that rate from 3e. te 2e.; 1 refer'te the tact that
year was due to the fact that they were we bave reduced the rate of postage en
compelled to pay off liabilities left to them letters going to the mother country frein
as a legacy by their predecessors. But, as 5e. to 2e.-These consideratIens esta'blish
regards the year 1898, there can be nowlat 1 contend for, viz., that whatever
question of responsibility, enor any ques- eredit there may be ln the creation of a
tion as to which party is entitled tosurpias of two and a la millions of dollars
credit. What do we find ? Why, that, for or of a prospective surplus ot three and a
the year 1898, my bon. friend the Minister ofquarter millions, that credIt is enhanced
Finance comes down to this House and pre- wheu wecore to cousider the circunstances
sents us-not with a deficit, such as char- under which that resuit bas been accom-
aeterized the preceding years-but with a piied. Iîiht here reter te other mattvrs
respectable-perhaps I should rather call itj iliat are fot întioned iu the speech, but
a magnificent-surplus of $1,722,000. And, wIilel are legitimate subjects for ceusidera-
it is only fair that we should bear in mmd tion. A short ndne ago statements used te be
the circurstances under which this surplus i made by our bon. frlends on the ether side
was created. It is easy toe create a surplus 1 witlîregard te the Liberal party You are a
under sone circumstances. as easy, to use a sort e! canuIbals; you love te feast and
common expression-as rolling off a log. It fatten upon and te rejeice over the decay of
is easy to create a surplus by increasing the cur national industries; there Is nothing
custons duties, by increasIng the burden of that pleases you better than te see a vacant
taxation ; but it lalnot at all an easy task te workshop or an Idie factery, or eeetthese
create a surplus and at the same time effec'"tali chimneys" lylug proue and broken
a substantial reduction in the taxation. upon the earth. New, lu vîew ef the present
What does the record show,? It shows that euditîou ft affairs with respect te our
the Liberal party have made a reduction ln manufactures, lu view et the prosperity
the burden of taxation, first, by placing suchwhicb obtains among them, I thlnk that
goods as corn and binder twine and barbed the ideas of our Conservative trlends muSt
wire on the free lst ; then by making sub.recentiy have undergone a change tan-
stantial reduetion ln the duties on articles taimount te a revolution. Why wbat il
such as edged tools and farm implements the story that we hear from ail quar-
and maclilnery ; but mainly by putting Jnte tors ? It is that the mils aud tac-
operation a reduction of 124 per cent of the tories"o! ibis country are allu active
duties on all goods Imported from the old eperation, some o! them runnlng uight and
country. Wbat does the sumn total of day, mauy o! tbem workIug evertime.
these reductions amount to? My hon. friend in the effort te f111 orders that are comiug
the Minister of Customs (Mr. Paterson) bas in fast upon them. I read. ouly the other
made a calculation, which I have not seen day, concernlng the Nova Seetia Steel Cern
contradicted, and which shows that, bad the pany, wbich employs'some 700 workmen,
old tariff remained ln force until 1897, it that au important order came lu freinthe
would have resulted ln an increase of re- Intercoloulal Ralway.,Tbey were eb-
venue to the extent of $1,900,000. I am justi- llged te say:We cannetMIIL Another
fled therefore ln making the statement that, order came lu and they said .: We
If my hon. friend the Minister of Finance have more work on band than we can pos-
(Mr. FieldIng) had had the old tariff In opera- slbly get threugb in tbree months. I bave
tion during tie past year. If the old condi- read recently that the Massey Manufaeturlug
tion of things had been allowed to contlnue, Cempany of Teronto, emeloying ne less than
Ie would have been able to present us with 2.200 werkren, bas doue sucb a prespereus
a surplus. not of $1,722.000, but of at least business in the last year that tbey teund
double that amount. That is not ail. themseives lu a position te glve, anditi
The returns indicate that for the last elight vluntarliy ef their ewu motion, give their
months we have a surplus-an assured sur- workmen an Increase o! loper cent ln their
plus, a surplus lu band-of two and a halft wages.,Imay be wrang, 3Mr. Speaker,
millions o! dollars; and If matters go on to u antrmmbraycrusac
the close et the financial year as they havee!taknddrgthegbeuyrst

created.Le (Printet nottonyPhave w


