
(y) Convinced that a comprehensive and integral international
convention to promote and protect the rights and dignity of persons with
disabilities wiIl make a significant contribution to redressing the, profound social
disadvantage of persons with disabilities and promote their participation in the.
civil, political, economic, social and cultural spiieres with equal opportunities, in
both developing and developed countries,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Purpose

The. purpose of the. present Convention is to promote, protect and
ensure the ful and equal enjoyment of ail human rights and fundamental
freedoms by ail persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their
inherent dignity.

Persons with disabilities include those who have long-termn physical,
mental, mntellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various
barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal
basis with others.

Article 2

Derlultions

For theopurposes of the present Convention:

"Communication" includes languages, display of text, Braille, tactile
'ommunication, large print accessible multimedia as well as written, audio,
AIain-language, human-reader and augmentative and alternative modes, means
ind formats of communication, including accessible information and
mommunication technology;

"Language" includes spoken and signed languages and other forma of
ion spoken laiiguages;

"Discrimination on the. busis .'of disability" means any distinction,
clusion or restriction on the. busis of disability which bas the. purpose or effect
impairing or nuHify~ing the recognition, enjoymnent or exorcise, on an equai

sis with others, of ail human rights and fondamental freedomas in the. political,
Dnomic, social, culturl, civil or any other fibld. It includes ail forma of
icrimination, including denial of reasonable accommodation;


