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(Mr. Nazarkine, USSR)

In today's statement the USSR delegation wishes to present its proposals
and ideas on the solution to a number of questions concerning the future
convention with a view to facilitating more intensive negotiations and further

progress therein.

I have already referred to chemical-weapon stocks. They are the subject
matter of Article 4, “"chemical weapons", of the draft convention which is now
under discussion and negotiation. Agreement has already been reached on a
number of important provisions of that article, including those relating to
declarations of volumes of stocks, their methods of destruction, and
verification of operations of chemical-weapon destruction facilities. So far,
however, it has not been possible to come to an agreement on the provisions in
the convention relating to declarations of locations of chemical=-weapons
stocks and to international verification of such locations. Agreement has
been hampered by a number of perfectly legitimate national security concerns
expressed, for example, by the delegation of France and my delegation. We,
for our part, have once again weighed up all the factors, viewed them in the
context of the need for speedy progress at the negotiations and the concerns
expressed by a number of countries, including the United States, which attach
particular importance to finding a solution to this very question as rapidly
as possible.

As a result, we have come to the conclusion that with a view to finding a
speedy solution to this question it would be advisable to agree to the
proposal to provide, immediately after the convention enters into force,
access to chemical weapons for the purposes of systematic international
on-site verification of declarations of chemical-weapon stocks.

In our view each State party to the convention should, not later than
30 days after its entry into force, make a declaration containing detailed
information on the locations of chemical-weapon stocks (storage facilities) at
the time of the convention's entry into force, both in its national territory
and elsewhere under its jurisdiction or control. Such a declaration,
inter alia, would specify the precise location of each storage facility, the
quantity and composition of the chemical weapons in each location, methods of
storage indicating the name of each chemical, munition types and calibres,
etc. A State party should, within 30 days after the convention enters into
force, take measures to ensure a closure of chemical-weapon storage facilities
and prevent movement of stocks other than movement for their elimination.

For the purposes of effective verification of closed chemical-weapon
storage facilities, it is necessary to provide for systematic international
verification with permanent use of instruments, including verification of the
correctness of declarations, closure of storage facilities, installation by
inspectors of devices for this purpose and periodic checks on such devices,
presence of inspectors at the time when chemical weapons are moved out of the
facility for elimination, sealing of the means of transport, etc. Upon
complete removal of all chemical weapons from the facility, an international
inspection team would draw up a statement certifying this fact.

We expect that the proposals we have presented will enable us to agree
promptly and without delay on the provisions relating to declarations of
chemical weapons.



