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A further constraint which we must recogniie is thedleveT
of comm1tment w1th1n deve]op1ng countr1es themselves to increase
the1r agr1cu1tura1 potent1a] Prtor1t1es must.be examined in
developing countries, as much as in our'OWn-developmentfprogram,.and’
in many Cases much greater resources must be directed to assisting the
rural poor who represent ‘the’ maJor1ty of the popu]at1on and to improving
food product1on

Recently, 1nvLondon, at:a Commonwealth Minfsteria] Conference on
food production and rural deve]opment,da Canadian proposa1'to_estabTish
a special Food Production.and.RUral,DeVelopment Division was endorsed;

is now to be established.to enhance Commonneaith”colTaboration in

this area by acting as a c]earing hoUse-for information-flows, as a
source of adv1ce on manpower and tra1n1ng and in support of prOJect |
planning activities. In broader terms, this meeting brought a consensus
.amOngst Commonwea1th agricu]ture and'deve]opment‘aSsistance ministers
that 1ncreased food product1on and rura] deve]opment must have the
highest pr1or1ty in nat1ona1 and mu1t11atera1 programmes in the ]1ght
of the pers1stence_ofggreat poyerty and hunger and malnutrition in
the developing world. Thebconclusions ofsthe'London conference have

been referred to the forthcoming Commonwealth Heads of Government meetings.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

Canada has trad1t1ona1]y placed a h1gh pr1or1ty upon agr1cu1tura1
research, a world-w1de effort to help find 1ong term so]ut1ons to
chron1c food shortages in 1ow-1ncome~dbuntr1es Research is, for the
pe0p1e of the deve10p1ng wor]d the key to a better 1ife. It has |
potent1a1 to so]ve.age~o1d problems, to produce econom1c-benefits:
1nf1n1te1y greater than its cost, to help the develop1ng nat1ons reach

the take off po1nt for self- ~generating progress.



