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conference shoulid not be neld Ldo“frcquen iy or its intercot
and authority fade, rn>r snculd it oe held at such lony
intervals ac to convey tne izpressicn of scxething very
spocial at wrich spcctaqular anrour.cements might reascnably
te expeocteds Perhapes & munthly presc conference would

serve .the purpose of regstlar and accuStomed zeetings to
serve the business purposes of press and Department aliks,

Any decisions in this regard must, of course, depend eriirely

on the Minister!s own preferences regarding hls own means of
ccntact with the press, linisterial appearances on radio or

T.V. present a further and impreesive opprortunity for infofming
arnd influencing public orinion., In this regard as well as in
ccnnecticn with his contacts with nckspapermen, the Minister

has the right to expect full support fron officials of the
Department to collate material, organize interviews &ni rare

any required technical preparations. The support called for
relates entirely to theiéubstantive field of the Departrentts
responsibility and would not be expected to reach intc the

area of domestic political diséussien. The heport ol the iiassco
Comrission recognized that all goverrmental activity hac at

least a modicum of political significence and that a vepartno:nt's
publicity activity maybbe seen as M"an excursion into the realn
of political controversy™. The aeport continues, iowever, in

a reassuring way:




