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conference should not be i:e ;à too fr,!quently or its inter : :Lt,

and authority fade, n-r sz~.:u,d it be held at such lor,~

intervals as to convey tri- i=pression of sc=eti .ing very

sV?cial at wr:ich spectacLlar anr.our.ce-:ents might reasonably

be ex,cctr,i . Perhaps 4-jr,t}1;: press conference would

serve .the purpose of re ;,,.,Iar and accustored Weetings to

serve the business purposes of press and I}epârtm,ent alike .

Any decisions in this regard must, of course, depend er..irely

on the Ministerr s own preferences re-ardir.g his own means of

contact with the press . !~'.ir.isterial appearances on radio or

T .V . present a further and impressive opportunity for in:orr..in5

and inflûe: cing public opinion. In this regard as well as in

ccnrtection with his contacts with newsFapermer., the Minister

has the right to expect full support from officials of *_ :,e

Department to collate material, organize interviews .: r.a ke

any required technical preparations . The support called for

relates entirely to the substantive field of the Departmentt3

responsibility and would not be expected to reach into th e

area of domestic political discussion . The heport of the .',?assce

Com=ission recognized that all governmental activity has at

least a modicum of political significance and that a Lepartz .=. :.t ls

publicity activity may be seen as "an excursion into the rea:m

of political controversy" . The zeport continues, ~iowever, in

a reassuring way :


