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As for the Conference on Disarma-
ment's priorities, the elimination of ail
weapons of mass destruction is a central
task of the arms control and disarmament
process. Your efforts to negotiate a com-
prehensive ban on chemical weapons
therefore is rightly a priority item on your
work agenda. Official confirmation by the
United Nations Secretary-General of
repeated chemical weapons use in the
Gulf war, which Canada resolutely con-
demns, as well as reports of efforts by
other countries to acquire a chemical
weapons capability, must add to our
collective sense of urgency to achieve
progress on this item. Canada does not
favour diverting efforts from the negotia-
tion of a comprehensive ban in order to
address the proliferation problem
separately. Nevertheless, out of concern
for the problem, Canada recently
increased to 14 the number of chemicals
subject to export controls and, in con-
sultation with several other countries, we
are implementing a warning list pro-
cedure for a longer list of chemicals.

In the effort to negotiate a comprehen-
sive ban on chemical weapons, there
were several welcome developments
during the current session of the Con-
ference on Disarmament. The USA
delegation made an important clarifica-
tion of its thinking on how a treaty might
apply to differing social systems. The
USSR delegation made new and positive
substantive proposals relating to certain
aspects of verification of a treaty, which
my Government hopes will soon be sup-
plemented by further proposals dealing
with other aspects or verification. The
Canadian Government hopes also that
the important recent UK initiative will
facilitate a convergency of views on the
sensitive and vital issue of challenge
inspections. Under energetic and notably
competent chairmanship, the ad hoc
committee has made further progress
towards resolving some of the more
difficult technical issues. The Canadian
delegation submitted two working papers
as a contribution to the collective effort.
The holding by the Netherlands of a
workshop relating to verification of
non-production, as well as the broad
attendance at that workshop, was grati-
fying and encouraging. It is important
that the momentum thus generated be

maintained, inciuding through inter-
sessional work to the extent practicable.

The issue of a ban on nuclear tests
has properly continued to occupy a
prominent place in the CD agenda. The
negotiation of a comprehensive nuclear
test ban remains a fundamental objective
of the Canadian Government. We were
therefore disappointed at the failure to
agree on a mandate for a subsidiary
body on this item, which would have
permitted practical work in preparing the
ground for the negotiation of such a ban.
This session, nevertheless, was not
without positive developments. We have
noted carefully, and welcome, the recent
Soviet statement indicating a forth-
coming approach on technical and
institutional matters relating to the
establishment and operation of a global
seismic monitoring network. We are also
pleased that the USSR and the USA are
holding expert-level discussions on
nuclear test issues. Australia's call for a
decision to establish an international
seismic network is wholly consistent
with Canada's longstanding concern to
develop means for reliably verifying a
test ban. The Conference on Disarma-
ment is aware that we are upgrading a
seismic array in our own northern ter-
ritory and have commissioned other
related research, and that we will be
conducting a technical workshop in
Ottawa this autumn, at which we hope
CD members will be widely represented.
In the Canadian view, a graduai
incremental step-by-step approach will
be required if a comprehensive test ban
is to become a reality. We intend to
pursue vigorously our efforts to this end
in the Conference on Disarmament and
in other forums.

The prevention of an arms race in
outer space is a high priority for Canada,
and this CD agenda item warrants
special effort and attention. As was the
case last year, Canada submitted a
substantive working paper designed to
facilitate consideration of existing rele-
vant international law and the possible
need for it to be supplemented by addi-
tional negotiated measures. We have
also commissioned extensive research
into the potential for using existing
technology for purposes of space-based

verification. We intend in the future to
make the results of this research more
widely available.

It was a matter of disappointment that
a mandate for a subsidiary body on the
outer space item was agreed on only
halfway through the 1986 session. As a
result, for a second consecutive year,
only half of the sessiôn's time could be
devoted to substantive deliberations.
Once the mandate was agreed on, the
ensuing discussion was on the whole
characterized by an impressive sobriety
and thoughtfulness. In the Canadian
view, the existing mandate is demon-
strating its usefulness.

The Conference on Disarmament is
also engaged in negotiation aimed at
banning radiological weapons, which for-
tunately are not yet known to exist. My
Government recognizes that following
the tragic accident at Chernobyl, there
are heightened concerns about the
potential consequences of attacks on
peaceful nuclear facilities. My Govern-
ment hopes that there can be early
agreement on how this issue can most
effectvely be addressed, so as to avoid
prolonged further delay in conciuding a
radiological weapons ban.

Unfortunately, concrete achievements
at the Conference on Disarmament in
recent years have been scarce. This
may be an indicator not so much of
failure as of limits. Delegations at the
Conference can achieve no more than
what their respective instructions, reflec-
tive of perceived national interest and
political will, allow. Nevertheless,
Canada would join with others in urging
a searching re-examination of the
methods and procedures whereby the
Conference on Disarmament conducts
its operations. It would be regrettable,
possibly tragic, if opportunities for
progress were missed due to institutional
inefficiencies or failings.

In conclusion, I am confident
Ambassador Beesley can count on
the support and cooperation of aIl
delegations in bringing this year's
Conference on Disarmament session
efficaciously to its conclusion."


