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clerk in the counting house, the imperialism of any decent
citizen that demands for this country its proper place in the
councils of the Empire and in the destiny of the world. In
this sense, imperialism means but the realization of a Greater
Canada, the recognition of a wider citizenship.

I, that write these lines, am an Imperialist because I will
not be a Colonial. This Colonial status is a worn-out, by-gone
thing. The sense and feeling of it has become harmful to us.
It limits the ideas, and circumscribes the patriotism of our
people. It impairs the mental vigor and narrows the outlook
of those that are reared and educated in our midst. The
English boy reads of England’s history and its glories as his
own; it is his navy that fought at Camperdown and Trafalgar,
his people that have held fast their twenty miles of sea eight
hundred years against a continent. He learns at his fire-side
and at his school, among his elders and his contemporaries,
to regard all this as part of himself; something that he, as a
fighting man, may one day uphold, something for which as a
plain citizen he shall every day gladly pay, something for
which in any capacity it may one day be his high privilege
to die. How little of this in Canada! Our paltry policy
teaches the Canadian boy to detach himself from the England
of the past, to forget that Camperdown and Copenhagen and
the Nile are ours as much as theirs, that this navy of the
Empire is ours too, ours in its history of the past, ours in its
safe-guard of the present.

If this be our policy and plan, let us complete our teaching
to our children. Let us inscribe it upon the walls of our
schools, let us write it in brass upon our temples that for the
Navy which made us and which defends us, we pay not a
single penny, we spare not a solitary man. Let us add to it,
also, that the lesson may bear fruit, this “shelter theory”
of Canada now rampant in our day; that Canada by some
reason of its remoteness from European sin and its proximity
to American republicanism, is sheltered from that flail of war
with which God tribulates the other peoples of the world,
sheltered by the Monroe Doctrine, by President Roosevelt
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