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India After the War

By R G

Nineteen months have passed since the outbreak of the
Wwar, and ever since its commencement, many politicians,
journalists and other enlightened and leading men have
given a free rein to their imagination and indulged in much
interesting speculation as to the future map of Europe.
The entry of Turkey on the arena of war intro'duced a
new and important element into the terrible conflict; and
since then, speculation has also been rife as to the fate
of the ancient Turkish Empire. The tendency to penetrate
into the future, with a view to ascertaining beforehand

what the workings of Divine Providence may p'robabtly :te—'
is an eternal element of human nature; and it is bu dnin-
ural that men with any pretensions to .knowledge.anl. 75
sight, should try to anticipate,.accordlng to thelir (;gno-
and perhaps according to their wishes a‘nd preconce vet i
tions, the probable course of history. That the presen on
is one of the greatest events that _hz'xve ever ta:kendplike
in the world’s history can hardly admit of doubt; an 'hing
all great events, it is, of course, bound to have fxa,r-rea\ia‘ce
effects upon the future developmgnt of_the human . o;‘.
But what those effects will be, premse}y, lies in the wom by
Time. A disturbing factor which mlght upset 'a_xll_r'e;.sols
able calculations, is the fact that nations, like indivi utho,
are in the habit of leaving things half done. To-@aﬁ', %
Allies seem determined to carry on the war to a finis j, a.no
to destroy Prussian militarism for ever. But thetII;e s; I
knowing whether the vicissitudes of war and even e ey
€nnui that Time brings on may not .abate that determutl ey
a little, or that the inevitable strain of war may noM .
the combatants to conclude an unsatisfactory peace. ) o:ho
Over, the situation is complicated by the fact tl}va. ey
Dolié_y of Russia does not seem to be as purely defensl:te an_
disinterested as that of England and ]t*‘ra.nc.e, and that, (:oke
Sequently, she may get intoxicated with victory and mta‘nat’.
at the time of settling the terms of peace, demands i
Would, perhaps sow the seeds of future trouble. Cl?hlf ql;:“t
tion of Turkey will also have to be‘ handlec‘l wit futh
Wisdom and self-restraint. No one will questloil th'e_ rha.s
of Mr. Asquith’s remark that the AOttoman mel'ltehered
acted as a “blight which for generations paft has wi 55
Bome of the fairest regions.”” The Young 'l‘urks l'laveinto
doubt committed an act of egregious folly in playlng g
the hands of Germany and allowing themseh_res to beb T pu
into the war, though, in justice Vto t.hem, it must 'te < 7
mitted that their suspicions of Rgssm are not qglhe e
Warranted. However, the destruction of the ‘Turkls Lt
Pire itself will give rise to a new and serious pro )

" Which cannot fail to be a source of infinite trouble in the

o i Tk
Tuture. But it is significant to note Pha.t the Indian Mo.
medgis, 31 their loyalty to the Britl_sh Crowp has ngt blfeen
Shaken in the least by the ill-advised action of luro my_

he igsues that the war has raised are ghus m.ten.se_ y cthat
Dlicated, and I may be pardoned for a little mlangmi i
the \iltix’zrmte results of the war may, unfortunately, not iy
out to be as satisfactory as we all expect thgm to be at p
Sent, I hope I am wrong in my hypothesis.

I feel all the greater hesitation in thinking_ that. the p:::
Sent war will bring in a millenium, because 1 notlce];, i:ish
tain nparrowness of outlook in the utterances ofh T .
Statesmen regarding the issues and the results of the w of'
&nd the consequent absences, valueness, or inadequ:i:y e
Tecognition of the effects that the war may rgauona t? s
®Xpected to produce upon the future of the Asiatic na l;)x;d.

Uropean statesmen do not yet s_eem.to h?,ve fully rea.Azi

at the pivot of the European situation lies really in As af,
that a satisfactory solution of the international problemslo

Urope depends, in the long run, upon a satisfactory solu-
tion of the problems of Asia. In the final analysis, the ;;re-
8ent war has been waged by Germany because she des ;'el’sl
to acquire, in the fullness of time, supremacy in Asia, wh 1cd
Wil bring her, in its train, supremacy in the whole world.

he feels that her superior merits and powers as a nation
Justly entitle her to the first place in the world, which Eng-

nd enjoys at present, and which she owes tp her suprg-
Macy in Asia. Russia, too, is not free from similar ambi-
loug designs, as witness her policy in Persia and China.

0 long as Asia is looked upon asg a field for exploitation by
he white races, and so long as the Asiatic races are kept
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away from their legitimate inheritance, it is futile to ex-
bect cessation of mutual jealousies, suspicions and bicker-
ings among the powerful KEuropean nations. They will go
on warring with one another until their ultimate objects
are fully accomplished, or thoroughly frustrated. It is the
subjection of Asia that has made them enemies, and they
will not become friends so long as the subjection lasts.
This true motive power of European conflicts has not re-
received full recognition at the hands of most European
statesmen, with the result that they have not yet been
able to realize the full significance of the present war, or
the proper ways and means whereby the chances of war
in the future may be minimized.

Whatever may be the reconstruction of the map of Eu-
rope, as a result of the war, to an Indian it will have failed
of its full purpose, if it does not lead to the establishment
of better relations between India and the British Empire.
India is nobly doing her duty by the Empire in the present
crisis, and she is doing it in a way that has Jjustly evoked
the unqualified admiration and appreciation of her rulers.
One cannot but be struck by the fact that it was not in In-
dia, but in the self-governing South Africa, that sedition
reared its head owing to the war. The unanimous rally of
the Indian people for the defence of the Empire is in
striking contrast with the rebellious spirit displayed by a
section of the Boers in South Africa. It is gratifying to
note. that universal praises have been showered upon the
Indian people for their magnanimous attitude in the war.
And it is no less gratifying to observe that some of the
leaders of opinion in England have had the fair sense and
frankness to declare that the noble and chivalrous conduct
of India in the war ought not to go unrecognized. And yet
an Indian cannot but note with some regret that responsible
British statesmen who direct Indian policy should not have
realized the full import of India’s enthusiastic support of
the British Raj in the present crisis. For instance, we
missed in Lord Crewe’s address to the young members
of the Indian Civil Service, that comprehensive
grasp of the rationale of the Indian attitude which we had
a right to expect from a statesman of his stamp. His Lord-
ship said that “it is to the quality and character of the
Indian Civil Service that we must look for the key to In-
dia’s present attitude of loyalty and devotion.” Now, we
all freely recognize the high quality and character of the
Indian Civil Service, and it is quite true that if the ad-
ministration of India had been marked by inefficiency ana
oppression, the attitude of India would not have been char-
acterized by such splendid loyalty and devotion. But to at-
tribute India’s bresent attitude wholly and solely to the
merits of the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy is to ignore some
of the deeper and nobler springs of that attitude. India
is thoroughly loyal to the British Raj at the present junc-
ture, not because of the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy, but in
8pite of it. That bureaucracy has no doubt been efficient,
80 far as the every-day work of administration is concern-
ed, but more often than not it has proved an enemy of
India’s progress. Mr. Roberts, the Under-Secretary of
State for India, indeed struck a higher and truer note than
Lord Crewe, when he said that “a partnership in spirit
with us on the battlefield could not but alter the angle from
which henceforth we could regard problems of the Gov-
ernment of India. Common endeavor in these days
will enable India to realize that she is occupying and is
destined to occupy, a place in the Empire worthy alike
of her ancient civilization, the valor of her fighting races,
and the patriotism of her sons.” These sentiments are un-
doubtedly pitched in a higher key, but their defect is that
they are marked by a certain vagueness which, however,
proper in the mouth of a responsible statesman in ordinary
times,'is a little irritating at the bresent juncture. We have
had plenty of noble sentiments expressed by British states-
men ever since the commencement of British rule; wh-t
we want is not the stone of such sentimental platitudes,
but the bread of definite assurances and practical action.
Such ' sentiments, however, statesmanlike and noble, are,
after all, obiter dicta; and though they may have some in-
fluence upon the moulding of policy, they cannot satisfy the
yearnings of our hearts.
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