
54 '1JEVARSY')Y. NOV. 20, 1885.

ROUND THE TABLE.

The sanctum table has iateiy bad the honor of having laid on iia copy-the only copy, in all ]îkelihood, to be obtained lO w-O]the" "Rules of Convocation of the University of Toronto,'" prior tc1853. It is divided int fourteen tities, in \Vbich provision is moadefor thse due ordering of all things pertaining to the ])o;numi;) Conva.cat'iotis,-the House of Convocation, as il is, being interpreted,Trhe progress of our university bas been along lines diverging
somewhat from those laid clown' by the early fathers ; and a feviextracts from the old pamphlet may flot be uninteresting to thegraduate and undergraduate readers of Tî-e VARSITY.

Title 1, § 2, provided that the Chancellor, before assuming bisplace in Convocation,3 shall take the fo]lowing engagements beforethe Vice- Chancellor, or Senior Proctor, and shall receive from bim
the insignia of office :

(1.) " 1I(do sincerely promise that I will be faithful and hicar true allegi-ance to Hcr Majesty QLleen Victoria, as luwful Sovcrign of the UnitedKingdom of Great J3rjîain and Ireland, and of this Province dependent onan( belonging to the said Kingdom ; andl that 1 will d]efend lier to theutnînst oi my power against al[ traitorous conspiracies or attemipts whatso.ever, which shall be madle against ber person, croxvn and digniîy ; andthat I will do îny utinost enîleavour t0 disclose and make knowni t lIerMajesty, ber bieirs and sticcessors, ail treasons anil traitorous consîdracies,and attempts ; whicb 1 shall lnow 10 be against hcer or any of them; andail ibis I do promise without any equivocation, mental evasion or secretreservation, and renouncing ail pardons anti dispensations from anypersonor power whaisoever to the conîtrary.'
(2.) "Tu dabis fidemi, quod! ea omnia fideliter exequeris, quae ad offi-cium Cancellarji spectent.' Answer, Il Do.'
(3.) Il Tu dabis fldem ad observanda oinnia statuta, privilegia, con-suetudines ae libertates istius Universitatis." Answer, Il D)o."
It is to be observed that if the Chancellor were aftlicted witb acoid in the bead, bis answers wouid be unqualifled negatives in the

vernacular.

Tille Il, § 3, provides tîsat the Deans shaîl exercise the fuinc-tjons and discharge the duties of Proctors, according to the follow-
ing rotation :

In Michacîmas Terni the Deans of Law ami Mçdicinc.
In Hiiary Terni the Deans of Law and Arts.
In Easter Terni tIle Deans of Medicine anti Arts."

By the eieventhi subsection of the fifth Title it is provided thatIl The foul academical habit shah lie worn ai ail open0 meetings of Con-vocation; and no meiber shall attend other meetings witbout sonie aca-demical habit to which hie may be entitled."
It is a very rare thing nowadays to see an undergraduate bringwith bum to Convocation a full acadlemical habit, except ihat ofroaring out va/idis la/eribus the time-bonoured songs,-time, how-

ever, being the hast thing thought of.

The sixtb Titie is of Precedence. ýý i. The memibers of Convoca-tion take rank and precedence in the foihowing order :
i, Chancellor; 2, Vice chancellor; 3, President ; , Pro-Vice.Chanceî.lor; 5, Proçtors; 6, Professors, according to the dates of their appoint.menti; 7, DC-L.; 8, M.D.; 9, M.A.; i0, 1.C.L.; ii, M.13.; 12, .M.
In the second subsection of this Title, and the greater part of tbeeleventh Title distinctions are drawn with an admirable flnenessseidomn met with out of Burke's Peerage.

Tille VI II, "0 f admission 10 a seat in Convocation," reads
thus:

§ i. 'The menibers of Convocation shahl wait iipomi the Senior Proctorpreviously bo taking their places in Uic bouse for the tirst lime.
§ 2. 'I'lie meinhers shaîl ho presentcd to the presiding offticer h)y theileans of their respective facîîltics; and previou sly 10 admission bo thieirseat, shaîl take the tirst engagement contained in Title I, before the juniorProctor, and the third before the Senior Proctor.
§ 3. When tbese engagements shahl have been taken, the officer pre-siding shall admit the I7erson in these words:
"Domine (or Domine Magister or Doctor) ego admitto te in havedomum convocaîjonis."

Titie IX. is II0f Graces for Degrees," and yet it was more thanthirty years before aur university did honour 10 ils first mistress ofarts

Titie XI, §~ 9, "0f Conferring Degrees," read thus
Each giaduate, afler admission, shall sign biis name in the register ofConvocation; be shall then relire to tlie Vestibule, and, having arrangedhiniseif in the full habit of bis degrec, shahl re-enter the Hall of Convoca-tion, make bis obeisance to the officer presiding, antI repair t0 the placeassigned to him,.'

The Iast Tithe treats "0 f Penalties."
§ i. 'l The penalties bo whîich meinhers of Convocation shaîl be liableare fines, suspension or exclusion.
§ 2. These penalties shahl 1) imposed hy tise presiding officer andProcrors cnnjointiy; antI the offences of wbieh these oflicers shall take

cognizance shaiH bc, absence wilout reasonable excuse, at'd irregular con-
(Iict dulring any meseting of convocation.

§ s3. -Tht aoniountrof fine shaîll not exceed one pounid, nor the period ofsuspnsio ontter, unlesas, wih the consent of the msjoriîy of mem-bers of the bouse present ; whieb consent shall also bc required in everycase of exci usion. "
One cannot but regret the changes which so distinctively markoff our time fromn the gond nid days when these rides were the haw.One woxsld forego a great deal, could he say to the fellow-gowns-

man on the Iawn, "Hlaven't a blessed shilling about me, old chap 1The Senior Proc bas just done out of fi' pun ten damages for "-well, weil, wouldn't it ait be so delightfülly like Oxford, don't you
know ?

Words can scarce depict the agitation in our midst these last twosveeks. The sanctumn bas re-echoed with the thunder of debateanti din of wordy strife. Indeed, such was ihe turmoil that I haIfexpected that the Table, solîd and substantial as il is, wouid betakeitseif 10 a more tranqmil scene. What a loss were that, my coun-trynien ! No more of our pleasant saunterings aîong the highwaysand by-ways of literature ; no more halting by the way, as fancymnigbî prompt, to pluck some quaint conceit of other days ; nomore laughter at merry jest and sober reflection on subject graveand weigbîy. -The whole trouble grew out of certain editorial ut-terances on a subject of never-failing interes-Did I hear anyof you say scbolarsbips ? Not so fast, my impetuous friend,you are quite mistaken ; better wait anoîher lime until 1 havedone. You did flot give me lime bo tell you that these appeared inthe Alail and that the subject was Shakspeare.

The storm centred around the critic and our poet. The poet,you are to understand, is a thoroughgoing bero-worshipper, and thechiefest of bis idoîs is Shakspeare. This the critic weli knew, andtook the opportunity 10 give him a rub. This was done, if we areto trust at ahl in bis protestations, out of kindness ; for, unless ourpoet is occasionally teased about bis foibles, there is danger, per-chance, that bie may become 100 much enamoured of his own per-fection. The hatest " discovery," as developed in the Mail editorials,furnished the critic with excellent amrmunition. If genuine, theleiters and documents now publisled prove that the great dramatistdid ot hesitate 10 impale for aIl lime whoever had the misfortunet0 incur bis dislike. There was a shrewd strain of meanness in ailmen of genitîs-was the general statement. Not content with thisshot, the critic went furîber in bis iconoclasm, by defending theposition that, in the ligbî of such evidence, Shylock, Sbaliow andSlender were flot creations of a poet's imagination, but caricatures
and travesties.

Our poet was at once Up in arms, and 10 our consternation thebatîle went on, with varying fortune and no quarter. The warmthof our pocl placed him aI some disadvantage, and be was forced 10adopt some bold expedient 10 escape with honour. Now I havenoticed that our poet bas a habit of tbrowing up a great cloud ofwords wvben in a tight place, in much the same way that a cuttie-fisb darkens the water 10 evade pursuit. So when our poet be-cornes voluble, we are generally safe in assuming that he bas beenbuilding up a litIle theory of bis own, and finding it likely to col-lapse, he takes Ibis means of standing from under. On this occa-sion he fairly overwhelmed tbe critic. Here follows a portion ofbis concluding remarks.

IlSo you have the simnphicity 10 suppose Ilat in tle BritishMuseum, wbose treasures have been examined over and over again,a collection of MSS. rcmained unknown tli a Yankee iron-mongerby some occult means sinelt thein out-a Chicago mans who tellsthis story :-Thaî he flrst constructed a systein of chronohogy tasuit bimseîf, tIen modestly requested the loan of aIl papers cover-ing these dates ; and when copies finaliy came 10 band, cmbeddedin tbese were letters from a firmn of sharks, by tbe naine of Shalhow& Slender, from a usurer calling bimself Mordecai Sbylock, who
had a daugbîer Jessica, and says sufferance is the badge of ail ourtribe. That Bottom was a fourtb.rate actor in the Globe Theatre.I tell you that tbese letters would neyer bave been written, ifSbakespeare's plays bad flot been, but were concocted either inChicago or Toronto. My belief is tlat the esîeemed Mail editor,wearied with political writing, bas amused hirnself un Ibis way,putting bis fraud on a mythical Chicago mans-as if Chicago hadflot ahready enough 10 answer for. But be was t oo ciever ; un the
words of youh-' il fits 100 soon."'

By great and timely exertions we Iurned the conversation on thepoet's own verse, and by judicicus flattery restored aur wontedhatmony and quiet. Tbus it is that we stili survive to tell tbe taie.

Wben we speak of tbe Facuhîy, ail or singîy, il is witb a certainiargeness of phrase set 10 a tone of respect that was joined rudehyby the ingenious man's remarking, as be did tbe other nigît, thatafter Professor Hutton's lecture hast March le was shocked ta bearone of the young ladies say-witb a voiubiiîy that heft no roorn forthe capîtals and the punctuation necessary for the preservationof the genial lecturer's orthodoxy-tbat IInotling couhd be finertlan Professor Hutton's pagan virtues and pagan theories of life !»
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