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entablished, fer Catholic and Protestant te work together.

The working crf the High Schoel system cf Ontario

teaches the same lesson. A headmaster in a recent letter

te Llie Mail says that during many years' connection with

Higli Sclicoi work he bas fcund the proportion cf Catholic

te Protestant pupils te be about the sanie as that cf the

Oatbclic te the Protestant population in the community,

and yet ne serious disatisfaction lias been expressed, and

ne demand made for Separate iligli Schooim. The Globe

virtually admits that in the communities te which iL refers

the dissatisfaction and creed- strifes are mainly due te tbe

priesta, "who are under a professional obligation te

estabhiali Roman Catholie Schools wberever they can."

Putting these facts together may we net pretty safely

infer that the creed-stnifes arise mainly in cases in whicb

the system is net finally settied, and the bierarchical author-

ities see, or think they see, reasen te hope that agitation

may result in securing aid "lin soute shape te Catholir

Sohools V

IT would be unfair te ferget that the lobe's article

above referred te is based upon the assumption that

the main purpose cf those who wish te abolish Separate

Schoo!s in Ontario is the production cf harmony batween

Protestants and Oatholics, and its conclusion that one

seutlement is about as goed as another is modified by the

phrase, Ilin this regard." But is this really the only, or the

chef reason wliy political and religicus reformers should

desire te see sectarianism in educatien abolished 1I Surely

not ! The true political reformer recognizes the injustice

cf Corupeliing-~as must be done nat cnly under every

sectarian system, but under every system which makes

any form cf religieus instruction compulsery-citizens Le

pay axes for the teaching cf tenets wbich they do not

believe, which they regard, it may be, as false and mislead-

ing. The religieus reformers, or many cf them, in their

turu conderon ail taxation fer the teacbing cf religion as

a violation of the voluntary principle wbich lies at the

very basis cf the Christiani system, and an unjustîfiabie

* trenching by the State on the aphere which should be sacred

to, the Church. The general arguments against denomina-

* tional schoois and in faveur cf complete secuiarizsticn

seem te us unanswerable. If the churches cannet, through

their varicus agencies in tbe home, the Sunday Schcol, and

the Sabbath worship, teacli the great truths cf religion te

the chidren, the State certainly canuot do se, and iLs

unautliorized and unspiritual attempts te do se are sure to

remilt in evil rather than in good. On this- peint the

address recently issued by the Provincial Council cf the

Equal Riglits Association seems palpably wrcng when iL

asserte net only that a purely secular systeni would net

secure the approval cf this Province, but that iL capnot be

sliown ",that a due regard fer reiigious liberty, or a

preper conception cf the relations cf Oburch and State.

makes sucli a system necessary." Mucb cf the difference

of opinion on this point arises, iL seems te us, from failing

to distingiiish clearly between moral training and religicus

training. Moral training, that is the cultivation cf tLe

moral nature or conscience, the develepment cf that

"moral tboughtf ulness " te, which the elder Arnold rightly

attaclied se, mucli importance-in a word, the cultivatici

of the power and the habit cf distinguishing beL ween

* riglit and wreng, and cf acting accerdingly, is the great

want cf the age. To supply this want sbould be regarded

as the first and highest wcrk cf the schools. But thi.

work, however iL may be reinfercedl and made more easy

and fruitful by the religicus trutlis elsewbere impressed

* upon the child's mind, is distinct fromt sucli religicuE

teaching, and, se long as the creeds cf Chnistendorn

differ so widely, must be kept distinct in the schools. Or

the aLlier hand we are se glad to note that the Equal Righti

representatives plant theniselves firmly upon the grounI

o f the rigbt cf oaci province, under our Federal systen

te decide for itzeof in regard te ail matters ccmin)g wiùblr

is own prescribed and proper sphere, that we shalh no,

ung;raciouSly remind the leaders cf that seciety how veri

different was their position in the matter cf the Jesuit

Estatea Acta.

* TU puliameeting held in the Horticultural Garden

i-HPavilien on the 4tli inst., at the instance cf the newl

organized Ontario Public Places Association, called fort]

some very interesting addresses. As was te be expecte,

in view cf the objecta cf the meeting and cf the Associe

tien, the proceedinga were marked by unanimity an,

enthusiasmi. Every oee nterested in the future weli-bein

cf the city will hope that Lie A~ssociation may succeedi

saving the lUpper Canada Coliege grounds and tlie Parli

ment Buildinigs Square, or, te use the more liste:

names, Russell Square and Simce Place, frein the1

desecratinu hand cf commercial speculatien, and preserving 1

hem fer the higher uses te whiclb tbey were originaliy set

apart, fer ail time te cerne. Directly in line with the noble

objects of the Association, and specially opportune fer a

first demonstratien cf iLs usefulness, is the proposai con-

tained in the resolution moved by Sir Adam Wilson,

recommending the formation cf a Centenary Committee

with a view te the appropriate celebratien cf the oee

bundredth anniversary cf the passing cf the Constitutioflal

Act cf 1791. Few events in colonial, or even in British,

history are better wortb holding in perpetual remembrance.

The passing cf that Act marked an era in the development

cf constitutional freedom. It was a grand new departure

in statesmansbip, the first application te colonial life cf

the great principle which underlies and uphoids the glorieus

structure cf the British Empire to-day, witb its chain cf

self-geverning colonies encircling the globe. As Sir Adam

Wilson intimated, that Act made Canada memorable as

the first colony te obtain a Constitution whicli enfolded

within itself the germ cof full, responsible government.

The centennial sbould be made an occasion cf great

educational value te ail young Canadians.

T HEsuýectbriefly discussed in the Dominion Parliament

teohrday, i connection witb Dr. Roome's motion

for the establisliment cf a Canadian Health Departmnent,

is one cf great interest and importance. We hbave ne

dcubt that the opinion in wbich the Premier and Mr.

Laurier concurred, vîz., that the matter properly comes

under the cognizance cf the Provincial authorities, and

shculd be lef t te them, is sound and wise. Nevertlieless,

tbe mover and bis supporters did a public service in caliing

attention te the mater. The importance cf the careful

collection cf vital statistics, and cf educating the people, as

far as possible, in regard te sanitary matters, can hardly

bo over-estimated. Sucli statements as that made by Dr.

Sproule, that the deatb rate fromn diplithenia might be

reduced fifty per cent. by proper precautions, and these

made by Dr. Platt, that 14,000 deatha from preventible

diseases take place every year in Canada, and that eut cf

L18,000 deatlis 9,400 are cf children under five years cf

tage, are astounding. Such facts as these surely demand

1abeve meat others the best attention and action cf al

)intelligent citizens. Frcm the private point cf view what

ia comment do they make upon the iliogicai custom, which

)is that cf ninety-nine eut cf every hundred, cf employing

3physicians only in case cf actual sickness. This custom,

3as any one can see on a mcment's reflection, puts a heavy

Lpremium upon medical indifference te sanitary precautions,

tseeing that net only tlie prosperity but the very living cf

3most medical practitieners depends upon the prevalence cf

idisease. In se saying we impiy ne repreacli to the mem-

4bers cf tbe profession. On the contrary, we think that in

every many cases they deserve the gratitude cf the whole

g people for the iiutercst Lbey take in pro moting sanitary

ýs reforni, ini direct opposition Le their ewn intereets. But

e medical doctors are but human. To expect theni te take

tt as mucli intereat in preserving the public liealth as Lliey

y' would do did their personal interest lie in that direction

n instuad cf the opposite, is te expect tliem te rise above the

n ;eakness and selfisliness cf ordinary humanity. Were aI]

tt houselielders te adopt the simple method which was, we

dl hink, recommended net long since by a preminent doctor,

s cf agreeing with their family physician on the basis cf se

;y mucli a year, irrespective cf the sickness or heaith cf the

ýd members cf the family ; or were some systemn agreed or

5s for the joint empoyaient cf a physician by a number of

n families, on a comfortable salary, iL is obvicus that the

)n interesth as well as tbe sympathies and consciences cf the

ts members cf the profession would at once be enlisted on Lbe

d ide cf promoting in every way the public healtli. By this

Dmeans a most efficient corps cf prefessional sanitarians

n would be constantly on the alert te prctect their fellow-

et citiziris against everything injurious te the liealth cf thb

y community. Hcw true iL is that, in spite cf our beasted

ts civilization and intelligence, many of our practices are but

costly and stupid exemplifications cf liow net te do the

very thing we want te do.
ns

ly DE RHAPS ne more pleasing fact is brouglit eut in Lbe

,th volumincus Report cf the Minister cf Educatior,

sd which bas just ceme te baud, than the prcgress sbown tc

ia- have been made since 1883 by Mechanics' Institutes and

id Free Libraries. The ninety-Lbree institutes reported ir

ng 1883 have increased te 187 in 1889 ; the number cf mem.

in bers and readers in the saine peried frem 13,672, t(

ïa- 38,819 ; tlie number cf volumes possessed from 154,093 t(

rie 339,225, and the number isaued fromn 251,920 te 820,701

In connection with the Public Sehools proper some facts
brought out are not so encouraging. In respect to atten-

dance, for instance, it appears that the average attendance

of rural pupils was oniy frtysix per cent. of the number

registered; in towns 6iftynine per cent., and in cities sixty.

two per cent. These can hardiy be considered satisfactory

averages. But the records of non-attendance are worse.

From these it appears that the clause of the School At

whicli empowers trustees te compel the attendance at

school of ail children between seven and thirteen years of

age, for a period of not less than one bundred days in the

year, bas not been enforced in the case of 87,874 absentees.

Furtlier analysis of the returns from the rural districts in

which this non-attendance was most marked indicates that

in thos6 districts twenty-two per cent. of the schooi popu-

latin attended schoel less than one hundred days in the

year. If the theery which underlies the system of free

achools and cempulsory education is sound, and the well-

being of the State demands that none of is population be

permitted to grow up in absolute ignorance, it is clear that

some vigorous action sbould be taken for the enforcement

of the law. Another fact worthy of note is that while

there were in 1888 but 7,796 Public School teachers in the

Province, there were in the same year ne les than 7,776

pupils in the High Schoois preparing for teachers' exami.

nations. In view f these astonishing figures, which seem

to show that every year aimost as many teachers must

leave the profession as remain in it, we are less surprised

though none the les sorry to tind in another table tbat

the average salary to maie teachers in the Public Schools

during the year in question was $424, and to female

teachers, who are neariy twice as numercus, $292. It

weuld he more than absurd to expect any high degree f

efficiency or excellence in tbe schools whose teachers arc

thus remunerated, and, as a consequence, thus quitting the

profession almost hefore they have had time to leari iLs

rudiments. Evi iently our vaunted scbooi system, what-

ever its comparative rank, still faîls very far short of any

lofty ideal.____

A S a long sinc: foreshalo:eci, Irish :ffairs seem likely

the British Parliament during the coming session. The

first great debate took place on Mr. Parneli'a Amendment

to the Addrss ; the second, now in pregres, bas te do

with the ternis in whichi the Ilouse shall accept the

Report of the Commisioners. It is not a littie cuios

that one cf the chief points in dispute, perhaps the chief

one so far as the course of the Administration is concerned,

is in regard te the cause cf the admitted improvement in

the state cf feeling in Jreiand. Botb parties dlaim the

credit. The Government and its supporters neyer tire cf

peinting to it as a practîcal demonstration cf the saiutary

working cf the Coercion Act under Mr. Balfour's vigorous

administration. The Parneilites and Gladstonites are

equaliy positive tha t the marked change for the better is

due simply and soiely te the good feeling and renewed

hope cf success by constitutional miethods inspired by the

rfriendiy attitude cf the Englisb Radicais, and their ad vo-

lcacy cf Home Rule. Another notable fact is the constant

9tendency cf the controversy towards increasing fierceneas.

1This is largely due, ne doubt, te the bitternesq cf feeling

9 evoked by the charges cf the Time8, and the sitting cf the

1,Commission. Tt wouid be bard te say which party carnies

o off the honours for extravagance and vituperation. It

ewouid be difficult te find any flowers cf rhetoric in even

aMr. O'Brien's f unicus onslaughts, that could outdo the more

if presy hyperbole cf a Colonel Sandersen, when be declares

e that "-lie neyer in bis life met an Irishman wbo wouid do

e work at bis own expense wlien he could find any one else

se te take the pecuniary burden off bis shoulders." We have

Is heard a good deal cf late %bout the race war in Canada,

sB but in view cf such interchange cf compliments as is from

r-day te day beard in the British Parliament, Canadians

e may feel preud cf the dignity witb which oeeof the moat

id delicate cf racial questions was recently discussed in our

it Commons. The threatened defection from the Gevernment

ie ranks in the present debate seems to indicate that the

sense cf British f air play is scarcely satisfied witli the

verdict cf the Commissioners, in se far as, while distinotl

Le censuing the oe party te the full extent warranted by

, the evidence cf wrong-doing, it lias ne word cf condemna-

bO tien for the other, wbich, in its over.eagerness te preve its

Ld accusation, suffered itself te become, almost with pen

in eyes, the victim cf an odieus forgry. IL is net imprb-

Il able that the Government may yet accept, in seme modi-

to ied form, the amendaent offered by eef its own sup-

to porters, and thus prevont a serius diminution f iLs

1-acoustomed majority.
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