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N acc5 rdance %vith what seema'Il te hiave become the
establisthcd practice, tl,,' Sp)1ech frei the ibrone at

the opcning of alan u on F'u±lay last promised no
neiito opiary lnupoîtance and liroached no policy

4ufficiently prensýuiîced(_ te challenge attack liy the Opposi-

tion. s elle qiî < t ,e f rm a I ad d re gs in rep ly w as
qu li ag-ed te. Parlianient andi thc country are to lie

cengratulttted on the dignified and ceurteous toue o? the
respective Spee-ches on the occjagion. Oi that cf Mr. R. S.
White, the 'niover, it is sufficient te, Say that it did net

d"aPPint t e Smewhat hihexpectations wihla
heen formed-expcctations based partly upon tic fact tbat
the speaker is the son cf his deceased father, aud partly upefi
bis thorcugli training in the school cf journalisîn, the best
cf ail political sciooîs cutsidc of? Parliament itself. The
speech cf the seconder, Mr. Lepine, secmus to have been
Soniewhat narrowcd by the limitations imuposcd, or sup-
posed to be imposed, by lis commuission as the special
representative cf labour. The Speeches of Hlon. Mr.
Laurier and the Premier wore rcspectivcly characteristie,

the fermer ceurteous, dignitied, an'l neat to the verge cf
elegance;- the latter, humerons. witty, and diplomatie.
Boti skirmished around the liurniu 'g questions cf our trade
relations and our fishery disputes with our neiglîliurs, but
wîthout coming te close quarters.

WA ITIIOUT doulit, the two questions above referred te
are by far the meet important that can at present

engage tic attention cf Canadian public men. Lt may
indeed lie said that the latter, that concerning the Fisheries
dispute, is net really up for discussion. The United States
iaving rejected the Treaty agrced te by their own Presi-
dent and Cabinet, while (Janadiaus hionestly believe- that
in ccnscnting te tic tc-rms o? tiat documient they, on ticir

f.art, went te the utmost bounds-of concession, it may lie
urged witi muci force that the onily attitude now cousis-
tent witb British and Canadian self-respect is one cf dig-
nified waiting for our neighbcur's initiative. Unfortun-

ateiy this is more easily said than doue. Action of souse

kiud is forced upon our Goverument by circumstances.

TOROUNTO, FRIDA Y, FEBUUARY 8th, 1889.

The fishiery season will corne around again in the course of
a few iionithn.Atine rican isheramen will swarmi along our
coasts. Thougli the territorial rights involved in the
preservation of the inshore fisheries mnust be defended un-
linchingly and at al bazarda, the-re is undoubted wisdom
in Mr. Latrier's ;)dvioe thiat the Governtnent should nlot
act too hastily in falling back upon the strict enfercement
of the Treaty of 1818. Mr. Laurier seems to assuri4e that
the notice given hy tire (.overnniient to its efficers te sus-
pend the rrantin(' of licjenses under the Ilfodus Vivendi
arrange ment is equivalent te the termination of that
arrangement. Lt may be hoped that this does flot neces-
sarily follow. A late number of the Canadian Gazette,
whicb is supposed te have access to higli sources of inspira-
tien, says :"IThe Dominion authorities do flot intend to
oject to the renewal of the e-xpiring licenses of American
fishermen enabling themn to fisli in Canadian waters."
The suggestion offered by the Leader of the Opposition
to the effect thit the Governiinent should wait until
after thre inauguration of President Harrison and he
guided somewhiat by the attitude of the new admin-
istration, seoins go eininently reasonable under the circum-
stanices that the Governmrent can scarcely fail to follow it.
Seif-interest audJ ueiglbhourly feeling alike advise that
any indication on the part of the Republican Administra-
tjon of a willingniess either te renew treaty negotiations
or to subinit the questions at issue to arbitration, should
be met by a cheerful extension or reuewal of the Modus
V'ivendi.____

NOT-IING could lie casier than for Mr. R. S. White to
prove with almost mathematical precision that Presi-

dent Cleveland was guilty of the grossest inconsistcncy in
hius trea,ýttnent of t!he Fisherius question. Hlis approval of
the Treaty and bis famnous Retaliation Message are
utterly incapable of reconciliation on any otiier principle
thani that of political exptedientcy-expcdiency of such a
character that it liesitateî net at a sudden andl unprovoked
chairg( of front towards a iieighbouring country in the
hope o? eheckmating a hostile party and propitiatîng a tur-
bulent faction at homte, Nevertheless, the obvious fact is
that w,. have rio longor Prositlent Cleveland to deil with.
Future tiegetiation8 nuust bce conductcd or future disputes
fought eut witlh the party which not only causcd the rejcc-
tien of the draft treaty hy the Senate, but which lias just
now cast aside tire proposed extradition treatv. The
anialyi of th(,,re.ajotis advanced by Snti for the latter
couIrsei, as given by the Washington correspondent of the
Toronto tly.il, is instructive readiug-, especially the part of
it which shows that the, policy of the Rýepuhuicanis is to
refuse te arrange- speciai treaties with Great Britain for
thec settiement cf special difficulties. What they seemn
now disposed te iusist on is a comprehiensive Treaty for
the Settiement of ail alleged grievance9. Prominent among
these grievances on the part of the United States are flot
onily the extradition and fisheries matters, but an alleged
infraction cf the Monroe Doctrine by Great Britain in
Venezuela. With this aaclomeration cf matters in dispute,
withi the wound te national vanity inflicted by the designed
delay cf Lord Salisbury ini appeinting a successor te Lord
Sackville, and with Mr. Blaine in the mest preminent post
in the forthcoinîng Administration, it inust lie confessed
that the outleek isi net tee hopeful. Lt is certainly unfer-
tunate that Canada's interests should be complicated with
Britishi questions cf long standing, but this is, cf course,
a necessary adjunct cf the colonial statua.

TfHE appointment cf Mr. W. J. Alexander te the newly-
created Chair cf English in the University cf To.

rente wîll, there is good reason te hope, lie satisfactory te
aIl parties, except, possibly, the disappointed candidates
and their personal friends. Those who were cenvinced
that the interests cf Canadian higlier education, as well as
justice te Canadian talents and scholarsbip, demanded that
a Canadian should lie chosen for the position, will be grati-
fied te know that their views have prevailed. Those who
are more or legsadeubtful whether the oppertunities aflorded
by Canadian institutions and environnments can lie relied
on to impart the higli degree cf culture and erudition
which should lie deemed essential i the occupant cf so
important a chair, wîll lie equally gratified te learn that
Dr. Alexander lias had, in addition te sucli advantages as
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bis native land ceuld afferd, unsturpassed facilities for, the
rnost thorougli training in some cf the foremnost institutiens
in England, Germany and the United States, namcely, thô
London, Berlin and Johns Hlopkins Universities. D)r, Alex-
ander bas, mereover, it appears, net enly made the study
of the English Language and Literature a specialty, but
lias bad seme years cf successful experience in teaching bis
favourite subjeot in Dalhousie University. Lt may reason-
ably lie hoped, therefore, that hie wil libring te the duties
of his new position, net cnly ample scholarship aud literary
enthusiasm, but aptitude for instruction, and advanced
ideas as te the regard'which should lie bcd te that practical
develepmcnt cf the literary taste and faculty in bis
students, whici is the end cf all educationai precesses,
and whicli can lie iînparted by ne lecturing alone, however
brilliant or profcund, but enly by persistent individual
werk on the part cf tic student, and liy the constant use
of inductive, that is, true educational metbods in the lec-
ture room. While only oee could receive the appoint-
ment, it Is pleasing te know that there wt-re several other
Caniadian applicants whose higli qualifications must have
made the task cf selection an exceedingly difficult and
delicate eue for the University authorities and the Minis-
ter of Education.

T [LE Canadi:n public will, we believe, have learnied with
reget hatthe Canadian PacificeLailway Company

lias net vet given up the fight witli Manitoba. Anether
attempt is te lie made te debar the Northern Pacifie and
Manitobia Railway frein operating ini the Province. The
shrewd and far-seeing moin who control the pelicy cf the
first-nained Company should understand their ewn inter-
ests, but te onlookers it i, ditlicult te een what the Company
can gain by persisting il, a course which can be coustrued
only as oeeof unfair and seiish hostility te the iiuteres4ts
cf tic Province. Even shonld they succced ini gainiing a
verdict on the ground that the chartering cf the competing
road was ultra vires cf tie Local Legisiature, the ouly
result must be either the confirmation cf the charter by thu
Dominion Parliament, or a modification cf the Canadian
constitution in se far as it injuriously restricts the pnwerài
cf the Local Legisiatures in sucl i uatters. Lt is utteriy
inconceivable that the Province whicihas already struggled
with se nuuch determination against railway menepoly, and
which bas enlisted tise sympathies cf the eider Provinces on
its biehaif, can, under any cireumastances, l)e ultimatcly
baulked cf wist it8 people regard as one cf the riglits of
frecinen, liy any verdict cf the Courts, liased upon nice, if
not duhious, ltigal discriminations. Dispassionate observer$
in the North-WVest foresaw years ago that thcenicnopoly cf
the Canadian Pacific could net ho maintained. They dis-
cerned even tien the rising tide of public sentiment which
bas new caused the prohibition te lie swept away. And
now that thc oljectionable clauses have been expunged
from the charter, by consent cf the Comnpany, and in re-
turn for a consideration given by the Government and Par-
liament cf Canada, it seems impossible te suppose that the
people cf Manitoba can lie deprived cf the fruits of their
hard-won victory liy any appeal to the Courts on teclinical
grounds. The competing road may lie emharrassed, the
people înay be stili furtber exasperated, but the substance
cf what lias been gained will b li eld with a resolute band.
Lt weuid surely have licou worthier of the powerful corpo-
ration which bas already secured suci enermous advan-
tages te have determined te win by fair and vigoreus
competition rather than by a policy cf obstruction.

[ T cannot e supposed that the election f Mr. Colter ly
a smali majority ever Dr. Montague, in I{aldimaud,

reveals muci as te the state of public opinion ini regard
te any great political question now before the country.
Lt dees show, it is truc, that ini the presence cf personal
or local issues, or of old party predilections, the great
majerity cf the electors are neither carried away by tie
cry for Il Unrestricted Reciprocity," uer frightened by the
liugbear cf Annexation. Te cur thinking the most signi-
ficant feature cf the aflair is the evidence indirectly
afforded-if it lie truc that the matter is te lie once more
breuglit before the election court-cf thc partial break-
dewn cf our electoral systemi and the need of furtber
ameudment. T!iat the secret ballot, thc clcsing cf saloons,
etc., have wrcught a groat and most salutary reform lin


