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the public on *tle lines of public health and prophylaxis is well
illustrated b>' the formation of an aniti-vacciato scetinhi
city. At sonie of the meetings of this Society, this year, sorte
practising plîysicians made statenients (or wcre reported to bave
miade them, according ta daily papers April xoth) so wvide of the
truth that they showed a miost lamentable ignorance, of flic w~hole
history of the subject. Wheiî we find the very conîniendable
action for the -enforcemient of vaccination questioned by one of
oui. own profession by the bi-inging iii of a lawv at the late session
of the Legisiature for tL1c repeai of said euiactment, it is certainly
tinie ta lookc into the nliatter, and ventilate it as thoroughly as
possible.

W~Ae believe with Dr. Ridpath ~:a:"Essential freedomi is the
right ta diffler, and that righit must be sacredly respected, nor
niust the privilege of dissent be concecled mvith coldness or disdain,
but openly, cordially, an(l Nvith goo(l-will. No loss of rank, abate-
ment of character or ostracisni f-rni sacietY niust darken the
pathwav of tue lituniblest, lîoncst seeker after trutlî. The riglît of
free tlîoualît, fre-e iîîquiry, and of free speech ta ail everywlîere
is as clear as the nîoiîcay, and bauiîteaus as the air and the sea."

If ail pi-ofessed seekzers after truthi were anly honest in thieir
views mye couili have ria quaî-îel with tlîemî, even thaugli we ni iht
diffeî iii the resuit af aur investigations. Somne tallk iouclly oni
tiiese subjects siîîply for effect, and ai-e nat lîaîîcst in their state-
nîeîîts, b)ut desiî-ous ta acliieve natoriety. Othe-s talk throughl-
ignor-ance, Iiaviîîg neveî- taken eitlîer tlîe tinîe or labai- to obtaîn
for tlienîselves tlîe facts af tlîe case- Tlien -idded ta tlîese classes
wc have tlîe cranks andi bares w-lia w-ill have a wvaî-c iii aîy way,
even it be ta rcpcat again andc agaili sanie set speech. At tlîe
s.aîîe binîe it is flic dutyaf the nîecla pr-ofession. ta continîue ta dIo
aF they have daîîc ii tlîe past: ascertain ail tlîe facts iii tlîe case,
stucly out flic uîderlying rtrutlîs and put thcmn, so far as wve can, iin
flic passession of the public- \Ve nîust, so far as iii us lies, con-
tinue ta pratect flhc public frorn themsclves, even th-oug-rh ve. niay
aften be calleci bard îîaîîes, anid lic under thie charge tlîat w~e ai-e
warkiîîg with iîîterestecl motives. On the coîîtrary, -ve bave
miotives af tlîe vei-y lîigliest andi nablest chiai-acter, v'iz., the l)cst
interest of hiunanity, the desire ta have justice daîîe ta the poar-
est anîd huniblest w-ha lave nat flic nîeaîs af protcctiîîg them-
sel-es frani tue scaurges (such as snîallpox, etc.) that niay devas-
tate aîîd destroy couîîtless îîuîîbcrs as iii the past. Snîallpox,
from beiîîg a dreaded scourge, lias becoîîîe a discase seldomn seen
anîd its increased prevalence duriiig, the past f ew yeaî-s îîay wveh1
bce ascribed ta aur inci-easing caîelessîîess in vaccinai.i


