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nîitted by dlivergence accordling to opùicýal la.Nys. T-hey arc re-
fractedl more or less lby clifferent miedia anci arc mianifested -by
an inicreýase of briglîtness in the 1)roof-scleeli, w'hichi is variable
accordlingy to the intensity of the cniission ancl the distance.

In a seconcl note, M. Chiarpentier brings out tic interest-
ing point tlhat the rays giNei out .by livingc organisms dliffer
from the N-rays (lisco\,ere(l by M1V. iBloncilot in certain points,
andl lie thiniks tliev arc formieci of N-rays andl another new~ formi
of radliation. This is especially truc of the rays fromi the nerve
centres or nierv\es, w-hose striking chiaracteristic is tliat thiey are
partially euit off by an a-.lumiiniumn sereen. A shecet i--othi of an
inch is sufficient to cut dlowni considleiably tie rays emitted by, a
point of the brain. 'fle portion of the rays whielî passes througli
the sereen is no longer eit off by uîcw screens of the saine nictall,
eVen anl iclh thick. This latter part therefore consists of Nrv
l)101)C. On the contrary, the rays fromi the hcart, diaplhragni1.
anci dlifferent nmuscles are scarcely nîodifiecl by -thc aluminium
screen. TYhis fornis a characteristie clistinction betwceen the
miuscular andi the ner\,e radliations. Othier differences also separ-
ate Uic twvo. T' flccfeet froni thc nerves is strongly incrcasedl by
compression ; tha.t of the muscles is much less so. A thirdl char-
actcpistic of thc nerve rïadiation is that it gives a mutch., stronger
effect over the other tissues tipof a phosphorescent screeii wTlich
lias l)een licated to 40 or 45 deg-rees C.Tiiese facts show tie

preclominant anci special role of tue radiation conîing- froni -the
nierve tissues. It is the-inerve radliation which shows the grcatcst:
dlifferenices froni the recognizcl. N\-i-ays.-Sc. Ajît.

VITAL STATISTIOS.

Thli progress tlîat lias been mîadlc in collecting mortuary and
vital statisbics is a. matter of congratulation. to the medlical pro-
fession. Sources of cri-or are bcing climiiîatcd, approved
mietliods arc receivi ng wvidcr adloption, and the facts .dccluced f romi
tliese figures arc coincidently becoming mnore valuiable and miore
autiio.ritative. Occasionally tliere is an obstacle ini tlie march of
progress.

Alnîost every law rccJuiring the rcporting of birtlîs -provides
for the payniiient of a small fec to the reporter. 'fli absence of
sucli a provisioniiin the -laîv of St. Johiî, N.B., lias been, ini part,
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