. oo Shaze

TR

o
o N

4

3

- s ¥ %

g gy
' R
s = Ay

. PHETRUE

[Ehraak:

_ Y i
A T S L o [N & R o - R
No, no, we had no fear-for:our- ot %ﬂ"ﬁnsg_fm n (o Apg jrl TRk 7070 me _?%g_t
that bribery, perjury, and malice;-wgre! ‘e‘:ft}ea’-'f dojary. J $84:0y “Mr. Daniel Smithick:’
7> PENRY) v e S aifist | ar pithwick (who was present at-{lie investi~.
pons,of erime, and could never succeed:Bgainst | 5o Rerember what you say with regardto ob-
mour'‘of truth, cooscience,” and chafity:. stmcﬁo - it tbel

3,00, o, biitiwe feared gas,vjas the fact) that
in'the conflict, persecution {rom the enémy would
£ill the poorhouse,'the churchyard, :and’ the emi-
grant ship: and we anticipated in just terror, as

nowr realized in Kilkenny, that English infidelity
would be imported with the hideous-hired agents
of "Exeter-hall’; and 'the vice of the _Enghsb
towns, and.the, blasphemies -of the English me-
tropolis would-follow:in the track of the Biblical
slandérers.  Respect -for- public virtue might
urge the propriety-of-passing.unnoticed: thepre-
sent disgrace of this Souper band: but yet there
is a duty due to religion and to morality at home
and abroad, to publish the origin and the.failure
of a scheme of apostacy which hias cost English
bigotry nearly half a million of money, and which
has spread throughout Ireland the seeds of social
discord, and irradicable religious animosity. I
shall now proceed to adduce the extracts referr-
ed to'in the beginaing of this communication.

Firstly—The following extract is taken from
the Kilkenny Moderator,ahigh Protestant I'ro-
vincial Journal :—

People complain to us of the beating of old kettles
"and pots by mobs of urchins after the street preach-

-

anpoyance it is certainly; but, in candour, these
persons mnst admit the annoyance on the other side
“of baving men, ostensibly in the name of religion,
‘ranting and bellowing through the throughfares at
the top of their voice for Lhours together—it is hard
.to say thai one is a more intolerable nuisance than
the other. . . . . . .
Four months ago the Rev. J. L. Drapes, in a letter
printed in our columns, stated (as we believe in de-
ference to the Lord Bishop of Ossory) that he had
given directions that street preaching should not
take place on the part of the agents of the Society

for Irish Church Missions in Kilkenny; but Mr.

Mairs, their local lay superintendunt, who seems to
have considered his special mission here to be the
bringing the society into as much odium as possible
amongst the Protestant community.. . . .
If the society means to persevere in the suicidal
eourse of coutizuing this man in Kilkenny, it is to be
hoped that—if he be amenable to any kind of au-
tbority, which, however, wwe very much doubt—they
will compel him to demean himself with some consi-
deration for public propricty.

Tle next extract is taken from the letter of
Capt. 1lelsham, which appears in another
eolump, viz.i—

1 the Apostles’ ereed we (Pratestants) de-
clare, that we believe in God andin his holy Son
cur ILord, who was conceived by the Idoly
Ghost, and born of the VirciN Mary.” Thisis
the Protestant faith.

“The paid unordained Irish street mission-
aries take upon themselves to denounce this ac-
knowledged truth to be a falsehood : and thus
they belie our Protestant faith: and they apply
epithets to the mother of man’s Redeemer
unfit for publication, and too horsible for the
pen to trace. These shocking facts are of daily
occurrence tn the streets and outlets of our
cit?/.”

'The next extract is taken from the private
fetter of a gentleman from the County Kilkenny,
a ligh Protestant, who states ¢ that on coming
into the city be stood to listen to one of these
preachers, when to his horror he beard language
applied to the Virgin Mary which surpassed in
outrageous indecency anything be had ever con-
ceived it possible for a Christian man to utter.”

Henece the whole city, Catholic and Protes-
tant, feel goaded to uncontrollable anger at the
meredible conduct of these agents; and the pub-
lic voice demands their remeval, if necessary, by
main force fromn the city : hence the Hillenny
Journal has the following short paraghraph on
the street fun which accompanies these apostles
wherever they go:— '

DrunsiNG THR Souvesas.—The bors and girls of
ihe city escort the * Missionaries” daily with vari-
ous musical instruments such as gongs, tin cans,
wwiapgles, and drums, to the total discomfiture of this
pous fraternity.

Bautit is not only the unmistakable blasphemy
that they utter which covers their supporters
with the cry of public shame ; but it isin addi-
tion the civil strife, the civic contention which
they call forth wherever they walk through the
town. The reader cannot avoid being astonish-
ed at hearing that two policemen follow these
wen in their daily path of religious malignity,
protecting themn in their falsehood, annd guard-
ing them in their slander of our common faith.—
This most strange guard of honour given to’
these men can, I dare say, be accounted for by
the tax-payers, and by the grand jury of Kil-
kenny ; but beyond doubt this sanctioned insult

to Catholies, this military salute given to blas- |-

pbemy is, perhaps, as outrageaus mn its way as
“ the outrageous indecency” complained of by
the Protestant gentleman just quoted. But the
veader will be further enlightened on this point
when he learns that there are Souper policemen
in Kilkenny ; and policemen who are, moreover,.
so hardy in their knowledge of the power in
their haads, given to them by their friends at
their back, that they stand in’ open court with
Souper defiance, and with uplifted foreliead and
loud voice of authority, snub a whole bench of
Catholic magistrates!! The following extract
from the Kilkenny Jowrnal will establish very
satisfactorily the truth of this singular police
discipline :— _ )
INVESTIGATION AT THB MAYOR'S OXFICE—MONDAY.

*The. Case of Souper Constable Flynn v. Joseph Delany ’

Magistrates present—The Mayor and Mr. Hart : and!
subsequently, Mr. E. Smithwick, Mr. Cullen, and Mr.:
Potter. The court was crowded. - The plaintiff wasi
zslred to state his case, L

Constable Flynn—I was on duty to-ddy in Bluck
“Mill-atreet, attending Mr. Mairs and thé other preach--
er8, as usuel, The Yoy Delany was passing, and ns-.
saulted - Mr. White. ‘ e T
. The Mayor—How did he assanlt him ?

"Flyna—He threw a donkey at him.
lsughter.) o
. ‘The Mayor—How far did he throw the donkey ? -

Flynn—A couple of yards.. (Laughter, and groans
for the, Soupers. ot L
_ Mr. Hart—Is White here to prosecute the boy 2.

‘Flyon—Ho declines to prosecute. =~ .~ |
as there is no charge against

(Roaré,'{iff'

- Theé Mayor—Then '
him’ ho'ig‘discharged. :

- Mt; Hart—Is there any other biisiness-to bs done?:

. Flynn—Yes, L.have a charge ogainat this man (the |\

Loy's, fatlier), for asspulé and aitempt to rescue..
When'I'took ‘the boy Into custody; ‘this man' éame tp-
34 ‘sald I-ghould let bim go. He ‘cavght me by the'

Fljon=T-am minding what I say; I repeat the
‘word obstraction. You came to” me-while I had the
prisoner in charge; and wantedie:to let him go.

Mr. Hart—You suffered no injury “whatever from
Mr. Doleny? - - . T o v
- Flynn—None ; butT suppose——a~—1.. . . .
. The Mayor—You are not to suppose anjything ; tell
us what you know, and let us have none of your sup-
positions.’ : . .

Afr, Hart—Was he justified in arresting the boy at
first, when there was no- charge:against him, snd
when no complaint was made by - the person alleged
to have been assaulted ? '

Hend Constable—It was never adopted before, ex-
cept in-cases where the name was not known.

Flyan—He did not tell me the name.

Mr. Smithwick—If I did not, you knew me.

Flynu—You excited the crowd worse than they
were by your obstruction.

Mr, Smith®ick—The erowd was there before 1 re-
moenstrated ;. and as-I was known to the police, and
a3 they knew my feelings towards them during my
mayoralty last year, in making their duty light

| whenever I could, I thought that not a single police-

man would refuse me any reasonable favour that |
would ask.

Hend Constablc—You certainly deserve the grati-
tude of the police for your kindness and courtesy to-
ward them during your muyorally; and 1 am sure

ou. L .
Constable Desally also paid & high tribute to Mr.
Smithwick, on tlLa part of the police. .

Mr. Smithwick—TIt is rcally too bad if things are
allowed to go on iu this way. This Souperism i3 a
disgraceful nuisance, which keeps the city in & state
of constant excitement. o

Mr. Cullen put a question to Sub-Constabie Clel-
lan, when Fiynn had the audacity to prompt him ina
whispering manner in open court. L

The Mayor—How dare you prompt the witness,

Sir? : .
Mr. D. Smithwick—] would not have interfered at
all, but that T expected he would at ence acquiesce. in
my suggestion and let the prisoner go, in order to
ally the excitement. [ certainly thought no police-
man would refuse me. )

A YVoice—Not one, except Flynn,

Sub-constable Armstrong was exarined, but his
evidence contained nothing new. e said White
weas not burt, and that he made o complaint what-
ever. : :
Mr. Hart—The boy is dismissed as there is no
charge ogainst him—Jlet Delany be summoned if there
be a charge against him.

Flyap—I'll proceed, I want summonses for this
wan and Mr, Smithwick also. :

The Mayor—I'll not sign them ; go to Mr. Hort, K.
M.

Flyen—1I see you are all against me—you refuse
to sign summonses, ‘
Mr. Edmund Smithwick—Take care of what you
say, sir; how dare you address a Bench of Magis-
trutes in that way.

Head constable—Mr. Hort will sign them.

Mr. Potter, J.P., (who had not been present at the
early stage of the proceeding) inguired what the boy
had done in the first instance ?

The Mayor—Flynn says that he threw an assat the
Soupers ! (Great laughter and hisses.)

Mr E. Smithwick—It is a great hardship on the
police to be attending those fellows in their mission-
ary perambulations ; it is a frightful employment.
Head Constable—The police feel it as much as any.
one clse,

The Magistrate present, Jowever, would not sign
the summonses, unless Mr. Hort refused to do .so, in
which case they would sign them. The proceedings
then terminated, and the crowd retired groaning for
the Soupers. L. ) .
The above extract speaks for itself, and will
prove more cogently than any remarks from me
the scandalous state of society,socially, political-
ly, and religiously, which now prevails in Kilken-
ny, through the conduct of these wretched soup-
ers and their clerical superiors. The case, as it
stands now, is one which degrades the Protes-
tant Church in Kilkenny, which is resisted by
the most respectable class of Protestants m the
city, which is viewed with contempt by the first
men in the country, and whicl is the ‘source of
innneasiirable fun and irrepressible frolic to all
the poor Catholics of the diocese of Ossory.
Secondly—in reference (o the police law of.
LEngland, all who read newspapers must recollect
the summary silence which the L.ord Mayor of
London put on the souper preachers of London,
during the past year, by removing them from all
the ety thoroughfares, and by expelling them
totally from the Park! And the extract” which
follows will skow the discipline of the Liverpool
police in their regard, enforced by Mr. Mans-
field, the stipendiary magistrate there-—a man
not more -remarkable for the impartiality of his
official decisions than for his known liberality of
sentiment, and for the acknowledged exteni and
variety of his literary attainments. I know Mr.
Mansfield well, and I feel much pléasure in offer-
ing this sinall tribute of my respect to bis official
justice and to his distinguished learning :—

STRERT PrEacmise, — Thomas Crossley a rough
looking young fellow, was brought up, charged by
officer 537 with having disturbed a street preacher,
on Sunday night. 'The officer stated that on Sunday
evening, a street preacher. was holding forth te “a
highly respectable congregatlion)” in Islington Old
Market, when the prisoner came up, and, after lis-
tening for some time, he cried out, ¥ D——n your
eyes, yow'rea b——y old liar,” There were com-
pleints made of this language, and the officer arrest-
ed him. Mr. Mansfield said the-man had beexn impro-
“perly taken into custody. Street preacliers were in
a differcnt position from the clergy preaching or offi-
“ciating in the churches of established communities. If
those choose to stand forth in the streets, ard. enun-
ciate their own peculiar doctrines, others were at
liberty to stand forth and contradict them. ZWe
prisoner must be discharged.— Liverpool Daily Post,
-April 13. : : ’

- Thirdly—I must say, on referring to the let-

i{ ter-of Captain Helsham, ‘which is' printed in

"THe “TELEGRAPH of this day, that I have sel-
‘dom, perhaps never, read ‘any public document
-which appears before me under such favourable
and distinguished circumstances : ‘conceived in
:the mind of -a gentleman, published from the
heart of a:Christian, and written with the pen of
a scholar, Captain -Flelsham' has rescued the

| eharacter of high Protestantisi in Kilkenay from

the dishonor of opprobrious Souperism+’ and he
has added a fresh"claim ‘to the public respect
which the Jaborious studies-of his youth, and the
actomplished: career of his'maturer years have
earned and ‘won from-all those who have been
famikiar with his naine, or:hdve: been honored by
bis-acquaistince.’ ‘Captain Helsham is clearly a
firm Protestant : ‘and bencé because-be demands
jrespect for the religious! ¢ouvictions of*his' own
:creed2hie exfends with a' genérous’ apd a ‘congro-
lou liberality) the same licéiise to the  conscientis
ous feelings of Gthers. The remonstrdricé to Dy,

that they are animated by the best feelings towards-
ers, g an intolerable annoyance—and a great public | ¥
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OB ont The Pratéstant bf AKlkenny, & |
i sich, &, mai'as CaptainHelshaim,: was 2 102
“bleact s bis kind: corpliment ‘to thé teaching of -
' the Catholic priést-is a graceful picture ;. and'it-
is well executed: -his* observations on the religi-
.ous training of the children of the poor are ex-
pressed with an honorable force and feeling:
while dis scathing enunciations of the vice and
the ignorauce of some parts of England will long
preserve the name of the writer in cherished re-
membrance with his Catholic fellow-countrymen.
He does, no -doubt, respect his own faith: but
when the conduct of its ministry clashes with
truth, honor, and religion, he fearlessly exposes
the culprit, be he who be may, perfectly indiffer-
ent about the consequences. I have reason to.
know that this letter to the Lord Lieutenant has
already been attended with beneficial conse-
quences : and that the remonstrance of that let-
ter will be duly attended to. IfI could, there-
fore, presume to offer one word of my own opin-
Ton to the accomplished” Captain, it would be to
give time to the Authorities to carry out his re-
quests: and to wait therefore in-silence for some
Lome till the public consent,. and the realization
of “his ‘hopes, will show the justice of these my’
humble suggestions.

Fourthly—while a society in England gives
'£39,000 a year (sée report) to demoralise the
Irish, by bribery and apostacy, hear the . Bishop
of Exeter, in the House of Tiords, on Friday
uight, the 23rd of April, deploring ‘the threaten-
ed extinction of Protestantism in London and
ali'the manufactiring towns!  From statistics
which the Bishep held in-his hand, and - which hé
stated, namely— » '

¢ There was no place for the poorin the Eng-
lish churchbes !

“'The poor were uever, therefore, seen in the
Protestant church 1~ - B ‘

“Amongst the rich wealthy Protestants, ‘only
1en persenstin every hundred attended eharchin
some churches : thirteen-in- other districts: and
sixteen ‘was tlie highest number, on the- dverage,
which attended Protestant worship, on - Sundays,
in the towns and cities of England ! o

In-a parish of a thousand souls, only ope" hun-
dred people attend! aceording to the Bishop:
‘but T begleave to inforin the Bishop, -from ofhi-
cial statistics: before the British public, that fifty
persons is the average congregation seen on Sun-
‘days in the churches in the City of London !—
The Moderator has well' expressed the Souper
movement as suicidal to the intercsts of Protes-
tantism : and the word is strictly correct, since
it has provoked inquiry into the creed and prac-
tices of IZngland, resulting- in the public ac-
knowledged fact that the churches are’deserted,
and that universal indifferentism, mfidelity, and
reckless immorality and crime have covered the
entire face of:the country. 'The bishop; in al-
luding-to the conduct of the clergy, ‘quoted Mil-

-ton, as aptly expressing bis own opinions, in that
‘passage where the epic poet deseribes the de-
-scent of the fallen angels into hell. - And T shall
“conclude, following a Bishop’s exam

ple, with the

Bishop’s own' quotation—namely— - : .

He feared that we were a people who 'worshipped

- Mammon. ’ )

‘' Mammon, the least eréct spirit that fell’

“From Heav'n, for e'en in Heav'n his looks and
thoughts

“Were always downward bent, admiring more

‘4The riches of Heaven's pavement trodden gold,

% Than aught divine or holy else enjoy'd

“Tn vision heatifie.” .

D.wW.C.

Thursday, April 29.

MR. 3. OBRIEN’S ADDRESS
TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.
_PART V.

There being. now hefore Parliament a Bill for the
amendment of the Grand Jury laws, your attention
i3 naturally directed to the defects which at present
exist in our administration of local affairs and tothe
principles which ought to govern Jegislation with a
view to remedy those defects. As.the taxation le-
vied .by Grand Jury presentment amounts annually
to about one million sterling, and as the functions of
Grand Juries embrace many branches of local ad-
ministration, the subject is one which well deserves
vour consideration. :

Though of . late years the proceedings of Grand
Juries have been comparatively free from the abuses
which existed in former times, this improvement is.to
be attributed rather to the increased-control of pub-
lic opinion than to the excellence of the system un-
der which they act. If an orgnnisation be radically
defective, it is unjust to lay its imperfections to the
chorge of those who administer it. It has been cus-
tomary to speak of the jobbing of Grand Juriesasan
evidence of & wantof integrity’ on the part of the
country gentlemen of Ircland, but I'am convinced
that there goes on within the precincts of the British
-Parliament, in_the departmoant of private biil legisla-
tion,. more jobbing than is to be found in the Grand
Juries, Corporstions, Boirds of Guardians and other
hodies administering the local dffaira-of the whole
Kingdom of Ireland. Indeed,:considering how de-
fective ‘is the machinery under which Grand Juries
are constituted, it is wonderful that there do not pre-
vail more abuses and corruption than are actually
found to exist.” The whole Grand Jury system isat
-variance with the principles pon which bodies ex-
erciging fiscal functions.ought to be ‘constituted.—
The High Sheriff, who. i3 irresponsible for his selec-
tion,’ nominates according to hiz eaprice & number
of géitlemen, who are themselves irresponsible, to
act as a Grand Jury. These gentlemen impose tpon
the people atlarge-taxation from which. .they may
themselves be wholly exempt. . The Grand Juries
nominate according to the caprice of individunl
"Grand Jurors, cesgpayers who are irresponsible to
sct ‘at presentment sessions-with magistrates who
are also irresponsible to the ratepayers.at large.—
.Thus from first to last the principle, now universally
accepted, that taxation should be imposed only by
"persons who represeht the Taxpayers, is violated, . .
- The Bill intraduced by Mr. Herbert contains some
:useful .provisions, but it fails ' to correct the funda-
-mental defect of the présent system as- it leaves to
Grand Juries,selected by sheriffa the power of regu-

‘Tt introduces; however, the principle of  election'in
the constitution'of the Baronial Presentment Seasions,
s it proposes that cesspayers who act with the ma-
gistrates shall hereafter be chosen by the ratopayers
not nominated by the Grand Juries; and if Parlia-
ment be disposed to Substitute the principle of repre-
géntation for that of nomination in the Baronial Ses-
sions it .cennot consistently refnse to extend this
prineiple' to the body which acts: for' the  county at
largg, ., Many of you would .object to give to. magis-
tratos, acting ez ;officio, a ‘yote at the presentment
sessions, and petlaps this'abjéction’ia" well founded,
becaise’it mayBe ‘sdld 1Hit if's maglitrate enjoy: tho
eonfidence of -hizndighbaurshé: will 'be ‘elected: as:
thgir; reprosentative at the; Baronikl -Sessions, and-if

he doed not poseess thedr coufidence, his presence i
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of Guardians are constituted;yin-'whidl '.mi'gie@ iy
act ez officio -concurrently wiih‘g‘uar@i%fele‘g&dnby

the‘ratepayers, you will probably egree:avith' mein
thinking that we ought to accept the propoged fusion
of elected cesspayers with-magistrates, as o conside-
‘sble improvement upon the system at present in force
We bave now to require that a permanent Fiscal
Board, similar to the Town Council of a municipality,
consisting of persons who shall represent the rate-
payers, shall be substituted for the Grand Jury. This
Board might be constituted either by direct election,
or by collecting together two or more deputies from'
each Presentment Sessions. - - .
Want of permanency is snother defect incidental-
to the bodies which at present administer the fiscal
affairs of our counties. A Grand Jury is compelled
to perform all its complicated duties within the space
of a couplo of days. Consequently it is incapable of
steadily pursuing oy object that requires prolonged
attention, and if an individual grand juror feel -dis--
posed to apply himself with earnestness to any par-
ticular subject which requires continuity of opera-
tion, he is disheartened by the reflection that it is
quite uncertain whether he may be nominated as a
nember of the ensuing Grand Jury. By the propos-
ed substitution of a permanent Fiscal Board for the
Grand Jury this defect of - the present gystem-would:
be remedied.
-+ Tiwill not weary you by commenting to detail upon
the various provisions of Mr Herbert's Bill, but I feel
it to be incumbent upon me to notice one other-de-
‘ficiency in this measure.
‘allowed that ‘the enactment by which in the Irish
"Poor Law one half of the poor rate is- thrown upon
the landlord is an arrangement which is both equit-
able in its nature and advantageous to all classes.
Now if such be your opinien you ought to insist that
in all cases where the tenant bolds at will or ‘where
a.leasc shall be made subsequent to the date of this
act thetenant shall be entitled likewise to deduct
from his rent one half of the amount paid by him as
county cess. - Such an-arrapgement would interfere
with no existing contract, 30 there can be co reason
to complain of -injustice, whilst it would operate
1n0st- advantageously: by increasing the vigilanc
of landlords in regard 1o ‘every proceeding which
can affect the local taxation -of the country. If
such a principlé had been in force of late years we
‘Should probably ‘never have witnessed the painful
-spectacle which is now presented in a portion of the
‘county of Donegunl, and which bas attracted the cb-
servation even of foreign countries. The inhabitants
of the county of Donegal were. formerly the most
‘peaceful popnlation in Ireland. Itappedrsthat some
landlords, by ' éjecting their tenants-and - placing
Scotchmen in their-holdings, bave created a spirit of
uneasinesa which did not before exist. To repress
disturbance a large police force has been sent. to the
district in which these changes liave taken place,and
the expense 'of this force has been assessed upon the
otcupiers alone, Thus the distress and discontent
occasiozed by the acts of these landlords-have been
aggravated, until at last it has become nccessary to
make an appeal to tho benevolence of the world at
‘large in behalf of these Donegal peasants, Now, if
‘the landlords of that district had felt that they would
themselves participate in the suffering which they
have occasioned, it is to be supposed that they would
have hesitated before they adopted measures which
havé evidenily tended 1o produce social disorganisa-
tion." The motive of self-intevest might, perhaps,
gave been more cogent than the obligations of social
uty. . .

RAILWAYS.

--If there were 1o exist in each county a bedy pos-
sessing fully the confidence of the populatiou at
large, wany powers and functions, not at presenten-
joyed by Grand Juries, might be assigned toit. Thus
it might Lereafter be found advisable to authorise
County Boards, with the concurrénce of the Present-
ment .Sessions. of the Baronies which would' bé af-
tected by the measure, to encourage the construction
of Branch Railways by enabling them either to take
shares in such Railways or to guarantee a -dividend
to- Railway Companies. 1f the Fiscal Boards were
enibled, with- consent of the Baronial Sessions, to
contract with Railway Companies for the construc-
tion of branch jines, it would not be necessary to
seek the jatervention of Parliament whenever a few
The
necessity which at present exists of expending seve-
ral thousnnd pounds upon parliamentary costs, when-
ever a local improvement requires the enactment of
a private bill, is an intolerable abuse. The appro-
priate remedy for this abuse is to construct in each
locality an orgnnisation whick shall possess the full
confidence of the conntry, and to provide through
this agency for all the municipal requirements of the
population. .

The Fiscal Board of cach county would resemble
very much the provincial councils of Belgium, which
bodies contribute their-funds and their labors in aid
of cvery object that can promote the well being of
the districts tor which they act.

POLICE.

.- To municipal bodies, such as the Town Councils
.of corporate towns and the [Fiscal Boards of counties
naturally belongs the superintendence of a munici-
pal police. As the expenses of the police of Ireland
are for the most part defrayed by the State, it may
-be argued that local bodies have no-claim to interfere
in respect to the administration of this force. . What-
ever may be our predilections in favour of a muni-
cipal force in preference to a gendurmerie maintained
by the Siate and governed by central authority, it is
scurcely.to be expected that you -should -desire to
take upon yourselves the expense of maintaining this
force—more especially &5 it may be admitted. that,
upon the whole, the ‘Irish Constabulary aré s well
conducted body of men, But 1t ought neéver to be
forgotten that & force such as the lrish Constabulary
may at any time become a most pernicious engine of
misgovernment in the hands of & bad minister. [t
requires but o whisper from head-guarters to convert
every policeman into a government spy and to para-
iyse altogether the executive power of the local au-
thorities. At the last Limerick :Election a police
fanctionary was sent down by the suthorities at Dub-
lin Castle to act as an ally of' the Government.can-
‘didate, and he took upon himsell 10 supersede the
Mayor of the City, the resident stipendiary magistrate,
and all the:other local magistrates: I was not pre-
sent myself at the election, s0 I ¢annot speak from
ocular observation, but 1 was informed by several
‘persons in whose truthfulness I place implicit confi-
“dence that if the Mayor and locsl suthorities had not
offered positive resistance to the proceedings of this
functionary, the streets of Limerick would have been
in the.most wanton -mannper- stained with ,blood
through the indiscretion of. this delegate of the
Castle. In a constititional pointof view it is neces-
sary that the utmgat vigilance should be exercised to
restrain within legitimate bounds tho-controlling ac-
tion of the central police. functionaries and to pre-
serveito municipal magistrates. their  constitutional
anthority. In a  financial point of view, too, it is
right that their power of imposing trxstion should
he defined.: At the last spring assizes the Grand Ju-

puted -the legality of -some demands mdde by .the po-
lice anthorities.. : In Limerick the police presentment
was respited by the Judge on grounds of informality.
‘In Tipperary the Judge decides that the ‘amount de-
manded mugt -be leviod, whether the charge were
made ik sccordancé with law or not: -If the decision
of this: Judge be well founded, it is manifest that no
redress -can  be procured - from any.illegal -charge
which miay be ‘made. by the police nuthorities, except
by the intervention ‘of parlisment. - ‘For this-reason;
if :thera were nio:othor, an investigationought to'Bo
démandid:into the: adminisiration of the Constaliul-
ary force, and.. somé bounds ought hereafter to.be

reaponsible authority. ~ You oaght, therefors, {0 in-
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“gotves your attention; witha vi .JN'—H.' nproves
‘'ment, 13 that connected with the,rellefiofi the’ poor.
ThoughI-bave advocatéd during'a! period of nearly
thirty years the principle of & provision forthe.relief
of the poor, 1 have always folttthat: thera are many
points connected with the Workhouse system ‘which
are extremely objeptionable, . The British Parlisment,
‘however, if not ;hg}lriph,Peoplgﬁh&ving degided upon
adopting and maiitaining this_g_i;'ysl;em,'méﬂjavéﬂ. now
only to consider how it.can be'rendered as perfect as
‘possible. Few ‘éven ofits warmest supporters will
contend that it has ag yet attained perfection s whilst
its opponents must- admit_that, except in’ times of
tamine, it secures to every destituté person a refuge
againgt actunl ‘starvation—that it provides an infir-
mary for the sick poor of every district, and that it
brings into friendly co-operation a number of intelli-
gent Guardians of the Poor, who would otherwise
have few opportunities of deliberating together upon
the interests of the localities with which they are
connected. As I have, upon many occasions, set
fortk in print the principles upon which, in my opi-
nion, an organisation for the. relief of the poor ought
1o be constituted, T shall not repeat them hers; but
1 wish to engage your support in favor of a proposal
suggested by the discussions which have taken place
respecting the establishment of Reformatory Schools.
.. No pertof the Workhouse system is more liable to
objection than that which relates to the education of
destitute children. It is impossible in & workhouse
to prevent children from forming associations of an
injurious kind. Now as it is alleged that there is at
presentavailable a surplus of workhouses, it deserves
'to_Dbe considered whether some of the supernumary
poorhouses might not, with advantage, be applied
exclusively to the reception of destitute children.—
One of the mostinteresting institutions that I bave
ever vigited was an Ecole de Reforme near Bruges
(Russylede), in which 600 boys were receiving in-
struction and training, which appeared to me to be
nearly perfect in suitability to the class for whom the
institution was designed. At a short distance from
Russylede there was g similar institution, in -which
300 girls were receiving, at the time of my visit, un-
der the superinfendence of Sisters of Charity, in-
struction snd training which apgeared to be equally
advantageous. In all such cases it is desirable to
proceed gradually, and by way of experiment.. As
the feeling of this country appears at’prescnt to be
in favor of scparate education, some of these work-
houses might be applied to the reception of Protest-
-ant children—some to the reception of Catholies;
some for male children—some for female. The state
might fairly be expected to provide all'the expendi-
ture that wonld he connected with the original out-
lay, but in olber respects these institutions would be
self-supporting, as-the Boards of Guardians ought to
be called upon to pay for every child whom they
might . send into those national establishments a
weekly amount equivalent to the sum which such
children would cost i maintained in the worklhouso
of the district to which they originally belonged.

In advocating this proposal I have assumed that
the statements of those who have petitioned for an
amalgamation of unions are well founded; but, for
my own part; I am by no means convinced that there
is such a redundancy of workhouses in Ireland as is
alloged -to exist. If upon enquiry. it be found that
noee of the existing workliouses could be spared for
the purpose of being converted into Reformatories or
Poor Schools, it would be necessary to erect new es-
tablishment - for the especial purpose here contem-
plated, and the sites of such institutions ought to be
chogen with a special regard to the object which is
to be attained. ' e

T have now toask that I may be permitted to de-
vote another Ghapter of this Address to the local af-
fairs of Ireland. '

J remain your faithful friend,
WitLiayx 8. O'Briex.

IRISE INTELLIGENCE,

Hovsk ov CompoNs—ProsecuTiox or Fatuers Cox-
way axp Ryan.—Lord J. Browne rose to ask the At-
toerney General for Ireland whether it was his inten-
tion to take any further steps in the prosecution of
Mr. Conway and Mr. Ryen. It would be remember-
ed that the Attorney General had received the or-
ders of the house 10 proceed against those gentlemen,
and that he obtained a charge of venue from Mayo
toDublin. In February last Father Conway was ac-
cordingly tried in Dublin ; but the jury could not
agree in their verdict, and if trial were to be repeat-
ed twenty times over witl the same evidence the re-
sult wonld be the same,  (Hear, hear.) It would,
however, bear an appearance of persecution were
Father Conwny to be tried once more. Ireland was
at the present moment contented and happy, and
wa3d it wise to disturb that state of things by a revi-
val of religions animosity, which would. certainly
eosuc from. a renewal of these prosecutions? He
Loped the house would remember the language
which had been made use of last night in reference
to another case — namely, that the pgovernment
thought it unjust when a man had.once been ac-
,Qutted on.n question of facts 1o place him .again at
the bar on the same charge. Mr. Whiteside gave an
' evagive answer, but said that no proceedings would
‘betaken before June. '

. RerorMaTORY SclooLs Iy Ireuasn.—4A Bill of Ser-
jeant Deasy, M.P., and’ Mr. Bagwell, M.P.; provides
for the establishment of - reformatory schools for the
‘better training of juvenile oftfenders in Ircland. The
Chief Secretary. for Ircland, on application, may or-
der an iuspector to report on the condition and regu-
‘lations of established’ reformatories,'and to include
them s reformatories within the meaning of the Act.
Justices of connties and councils of towns may grant
money in aid of such schools,-subject to conditions.
No moncy mway be granted- to .reformatories unless
certified by the Chicf Secretary, neting on the Taspec-
tor's report. * Juverile delinquents under 16 years of
-age may, in addition to the sentence passed, be sent
to these schools from a sinémewm of ‘two and a mazi-
. of five years, and they may be then wholly or
partly maintained at the cost of the Treasury. The
parents of the delinquents, if able, may he compelled
to contribule 55 a-week to the maintenance of their
children in the reformatories, and, in default’of pay-
ment, may be committed to gaol for three months.
The Act is limited to Ireland ’ : .

Msrir REWARDED.—Sir Duncan M‘Gregor, Inspec-
tor General of Constabulary, bas bcen pleased to
awnrd first class Sub Constable James  Costelloe,
‘James’s street $tation, Tralee, one chevron ‘and ‘ap-
probation, on the 23rd inst., for bis ‘ool and'intrepid
condukbt fn securing & dangerous lunatic armed vwith
-a large knife, ;with svhich he ‘threatened.death - to
‘himself and any person who -approached bim. - Too
nuch praise cannot be given to Sub, Constable Cos-
telloe for bis'courageons conduét on’ this  oceasion.
“The gentry of Tralee and the neighbguting magistra~
" tes warmly applauddd this:officer for ‘saving'divers
persons in Tralee by stopping & runaway shorse 'and
_cart, at the risk of his life. Sub. Constalle: Qostel-
log is well known in the county of Limeritk,. where
‘he performed-several brave acts, amongst which was
one:on:the night-of:thie 26th of January, 1856, ' The
 police barrack'in ihe-town. of Brofl'was.'broken- into
wilh stones, and Sub Constable Costelloe rushed for-
ward through a.crowd of riotous civilians and suc-
ceoded in capturing thie two ringleadciy of the party,
“with:their jiocketd filled with’ gtories:{iSub-Consta-
-ble Coastelloe is » Ontholic. ' He "wad' temoved: from
sLimerick on the fedaction of the constabulary force,
in March, 1857, withoutever a complaint belng made
agalnst hiwm. )




