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TRIAL OF FATHER 'PETCHERINE.

We (7Tablet) give a full report of the proceed-
ings of this- memorable trial, including (he splendid

eech of the most able aud eloquent counsel for the
jefence, Thomas O’Hagan, Q.C., to whom we awe
{be expressian of our best acknowledgmeats for a
cevised report of his great speecl, very much more
il and accurate than what has appeared in the
worniog papers. 'The importance and permanent in-
terest attaching to this trial will, we hope, fully jus-
tify us in devolig to it so much of our space.

9BBLIN COMMISSION COUNT, FRIDAY, DEC. TTH.

The trial of the case against the Rev. Mr. Petch-
erine, one of the Redemptorist Fathers, for the al-
leged offence of -« Bible-burning,” having been fixed
for this morniag at ten o’clock, the neighbarkood of
the courthouse, in Green street, and the approaches
to it, presented a crowded appearance for a coosi-
derable period before that hour. The greatest anxi-
ty was manifested to obtain admission to the court,
tor the purpose of witnessing the proceedings, which
excited the utmost interest. Admission was only
allowed upon tickets from the Sheriff, yet, notwith- |
standing that arrangement to prevent inconvenient
crawding, the court was densely thronged, so great
was the.desire to be present. A large number of
tadies occupied seats in the gallery.

-At shortly after ten o’clock the judges, Mr. Jus-
tice Crampton gnd Baron Greene, took their seats
on the bench.

~The Attorney-General, the Solicitor- General, Mr.
Plunket, Q.C.; Mr. Corballis, Q.C.;and Mr. Be-
tagh, appeared [lor the prosecution. Agent—Me.
Kernmis. . . ' :

Mr.: O'Hagan, Q.C.; Sir Colman O'Loghlen,
@.C.; Mr. J. A. Curran, Mr. James Kernan, and

Mr. James Coffey, with Messvs. Kernan and Tracy,
1 agents, were for the defence. -

‘The lollowing was the jury :—

Samuel Jackson, Foreman ; Clement Codd, John
Brennan, Edward Broderick, Tames Lambert, Chris-
tophier Brown, Patrick Casey, John Lynch, Wm,
MfMahon, James Kavanagh, Francis Criswill, Tat
Butterly. T
~The lollowing were ordeted to * stand by by the
Crown, on the general principle, as stated by the
Attorney-General, in answer to Mr. Curran, that
they were publicans, viz.—Messrs. Patrick Cakbill,
Patrick. Hackett, Joseph Eguan, Patrick Murray,
Jaseph Dillon, James M*Cann, and James Howard,

The Clerk of the Crown having read over the in-
dictment of the Rer. Mr. Petcherine, which con-
tained cight counts, ‘ .

The Right Hon. the Attorney-General then pro-
ceeded to state the case for the prosecution.

The witnesses on both sides were ordered out of
court.

Chyistopher Dulf, a young boy, examined by the
Solicitor-General—I live at IKingstown-avenue ;—
knows Father Petcheriue ; knows where he lodged
in Kingstown, at Miss Kelly’s boarding house in
Murrap’s-kane ;- recollects when the books were
burned in the chapel at Kiogstown ; saw the Rev.
Mr. Petcherine four days before the burning; he
asked if T had ‘a- wheelbarrow ; I said I had; he
said he would want it to wheel up books on the Mon-
day morning following ; was at Kingstown Chapel
with other boys ; saw Father Petcherine there ; saw
a boy ask him something ; then went home - for 2
wheelbarrow, whicl I brought to Kelly’s boarding
house in Murray’s-lane ; there were two wheelbar-
rows brought there; Thormas Doyle bad the other
barrow ; that was about eight o’clock .in the’ mora-
ing ; saw Father Petcherine there (identifies Father
Petcherine); he opened the hall door of the board-
iog house ; I and another boy went in, and a nurmber
of boys rushedin ; we went into a room in the Louse;
53w Father Theunis there; be is nof one of the
Clergymen of Kingstown'; saw a servant there also;
beard Father Petcherige say to the servant to haad
the book out ; the books were under the table ; there
was adarge beap of them there; thie books were
then put into the -barrows by the boys; the servant
mat handed them out ; some of the books were -put
oo my barrow ; had an- opportunity of seeing what
these books were ; did not open them ; can reid-and
write ; could see them sufficient to know-what they
were ; somé were the ¢ Tanmily Herald” and the
“ Mysteries of J.ondon ;™ saw a book with a black
naised cover; thinks it was a New Testameat; did

flot open it {rom its general appearance I thought|.

it was a Bible; it was a small book ; got directions
from:Father Petcherine to bring the books to ' the
chapel yard; there were baoks also put ‘on” Tom
Doyle’s barrow ; we went round by the Jetty, and
up the Fortyfoot-road ; when we got into the yard
we sat on the barrow waiting Lill- Father Petcherine
came ; he came shortly after ;.the baoks' were then

.amined.

' book I saw taken up by Meehan ; when it was taken
"up T saw the title page of the book.

on the “ground’; be said they were to be lit; was
wheehqg;xgy»barrovw wheo the books - were it ; Fa-

thier Petcherine went away when be desired them to
be lit ; he went in the direction of the chapel vestry;
he carce back again in about twenty minutes; the
books ivere then burning ; saw him stauding looking
at the fire about five minutes ; he went away again
to the chapel vestry ; knows a boy named Jobn Ha-
miltoa. )

Cross-examined by Mr. O’Hagan—Tle boarding
house T bave mentioned is about half a mile from the
chiapel ; the hooks were heaped up on the top of each
other ; some of them were tied together.

| 'Was the book opened in your presence 2—No.

Were there any other books in the barcow?2—It
was nearly full.

Were they pamphlets like these (showing some of
G. M. Reynold’s publications, “ Mysteries of Lon-
don,” &¢) 7—VYes.

Charles Lawson, swern and exawmined by Mr.
Plunket, Q.C.—1 remember the 5th of November ;
was in Kiogstown at that time ; I am brother to the
last sritness ; T am ia the same service ; saw books
(wheeled into the chapel yard; saw a Testament

T'o the Court—Some of them swere loose ; there | takea up by a man named Meelian; saw a Bible:

were about three boys there altogether; they. were
all little boys; when we got the books into the bar-
cow we wheeled them away ; we were a good while
at the chapel yard before Father Petcherine came
to us 3 the barrow of Tom Doyle, the other boy,
was knoeked down first ; we were at least hal{ an
hour at the chapel yard before Father Petcherire
came to us; Mass was over in the chapel at thei
time, and the people were going in and out through |
the yard ; there was a great crowd of peaple in the
yard before Father Petcherine came ; Father Petch-
erine went away before the books were lighted; he
went towards the chapel yard ; after he went away
the fire was lighting in the middle of the yard; bhe
was away for halfl an hour; he then came back into
the yard ; he said nothing when he came back ; when
he came back a second time the books were tolera-
bly well barned. [A number of the ¢ Mysteries of
London™ handed to witness.] I sawa great many
of those hooks there; there were several of * Rey-
volds’s Miseellany ;™ there were two or three bun- |
dles of books of this description there ; don’t know
how many bundles of this class of books were (here.
A Juror—You zaid you thought there was a "Les-
tament amongst the books?
* Witness—Yes, Sir.

looked at it ; T am quite sure it was a Bible ; did not
see Father Petcherine on that day ; went the follow-
ing day, whea I saw a few leaves of the Bible on
the edge of the place where the fire had been the
day before ; kept some of the papers, (papers pro-
duced) ; knows the Protestant Bible ; those are some
of the leaves of it.

Cross-examiged by Mr. J. A. Curran—Upon
your oath, can you tell me that what you have in
your hand is a portion of the authorised or Protest-
ant version of the Bible or the Douay Bible?

The witness here took the fragments in his hand,
and spent a considerable time in examining them.

Mr. Curran—You have already sworn that it was
a_portion of the Protestant Bible 5 you should have
made your examination before you so swore. Now
tell me what reason you have for swearing that what
you have in your baad is a portion of the Protestant
Bible ?

The witness still continued to exanine the frag-
ments, and was silent.

Judge Crampton—Can you answer the question.
If you can, doso.

Mr. Curran—Can you swear it is a part of the
Protestant Bible 2

Mr. Plunket, Q.C.—Can you be sure——

" Juror—Could any person in the crowd throw u;
"1 book into the fire witliout your seeing them ?

Witness—Yes, Sir, he could.

- Juror—Without your seeing him ?

Witness—Yes, Sir. - - .

Henry Lawson sworn and examined by Mr. Cor-:
ballis, Q.C.~I"ai a coackman in Mrs. Gibton’s
employmeant ; T was in ber employment on tlhe morn-
ing of the 5th of November ; remembers that morn-
ing ; her house is not far from the chapel; was going
that morning, about eight o’clock, to my usual em-
ployment ; my notice was attracted by some boys
shouling inside the echapel yard; went on and met
another coacliman and told him ; stood at the back
gate and saw two barrows coming up the Fortyfoot-
read from the direction of the railway; they were
filled with books and were wheefed into the chapel
yard ; saw books, small tracts, and on the top of!
one of the barrows a small Testament ; when 1 saw:
that T was standing beside the barrow in the chapel
yard ; in the same barrow I saw a small prayer book ;
prayer book was written on it ; did not take it or any
of the books up; some were takenup by a man
named Meehan; the first T saw him take up was the
Testament ; did not see him take up the prayer book ;
the coachmau who was with me lifted some other
books; Meehan laid down the book and took up au-
other ; did not open either of the books mysell; saw
the title page.of one, it was the Testament; saw a
second barrow in the chapel yard ; saw books in it,
and on the top an ol Bible; saw the word Bible
written on the back—I mean printed on it; the po-
liceman lifted it ; bears his name was Halpin; he
laid it down again on he barrow ; went back to my
work in the stable lane-; in about an hour after my
attention was afttracted by boys running over to the
chapel yard; knows the appearance of Father Petch-
erine; saw him standing with his back to the wall of
the chiapel ; the fire was lighting ; saw him with pa-
pers in his baud ; as far as I could see he was _tear-
ing the papers; he threw them ‘on the ground ; did
not see him.fear anything else ; cannot say he threw
thera near enongh to the fire to be burned ; did not
see any books in his hand ; there were a good many

people there. ‘
" Cross-examined by Sir C. O'Logbles, Q.C.—It

was about eight o’clock in the morniog I first saw

the baoks in the barrows; that was when I first weot |-

into the chapel yard
yarde v

Whose barrow did you go ta first?—The one
‘that was nearest to me ; one was a few yards from
the other.

; followed the barrows into the

koow the boys; don’t know which barrow I first ex-

~You- say you saw a Testament1—Yes; Testa-
ment was printed on the back of -it; that was the

Was-anytbing printe

d on the other book you?'&w‘!

‘Whose barcow was it7—Caunot say ; did notip

‘Mz, Curran~—1. beg your pardon ; Le is my wit-
iness, and you see he isin & brown study. TPlease

[ don’t intercupt him. (Lauglter.)

1

| posing it 15 a part of a Protestant Bible?

" Mr. Curran—My lord, he bas sworn positively

that it belongs te the Protestant Dible.
Witness—My reason for thinking that it is parl

of a Protestaut Bible is, that I saw z Protestanl

| Bible on the top of the wheelbarrow.

Mr. Curran—Well, certainly, you have a splendid
conscience. (Laughter.)

Judge Crampton—Mr. Curran, 1think you had
better reserve these observations ; it is only wasting
time.

Mv.
libre

Judge Crampton—Go on, il you please.

Cross-examined— Miss Gibton sent me to look for
the leaves of the Bible ; when T found them L brought
them and showed them (o her; knows a lame man
named Tlutchins; showed the leaves 1o him; to the
best of my knowledge I never showed the leaves to
the Reverend Mr. Wallace; cannot say where [
saw Hutehins when T showed the leaves to lin ; we
had no conversation about them ; saw Hutchins on
the morning of the fire.

Mr. Curran—Are you a follower of the Reve-
rend Mr. Wallace?

Judge Crampton—"These questions are only wast-
ing public time.

"Mr. Curran— Who told you ta look for the leaves
of the Bible?

Witness—My mistress; before tle fire commenced
I went over to the chape! yard with my brother and
"Fom Meehan ; saw.the wheelbarrow laid.dovwn.

Mr. Curran—What brought you there oo the
first occasion ? )

Witness<-J cannot say for what purpese; "l'om
Meeban asked us to go over.

Mr. Curran—How do you knaw it was 3 Testa-
ment you sasw ? '

Witness—1 saw the word ¢ Testarent” ou the
book. - ‘ '

Mr. Curran—Was it a New oran Old Testa-
imeat?

Witness—It was newly bound. (Laughter.)

Hare you and your brother spoken about the evi-
dence you were to give here ?—No.

Not a word passed between you about the case?
~Very little. _

You bad no couversation about your evidence ?—
Ouly about what we bad to prove. That I would
rove what I saw. :
Whea did you say that 3—7This morning.

You bad not a word with him on the subject’ till
this morning 7—And yesterday.

Had you before yesterday 2—I connot say.

Have:you a-Bible 2—I bave three.

Had you ever more than three 2—One’s a_piece.

William S. Dorking sworn and examined by Mr.

Curran—When [ get a wiluess of this ca-

—Prayer book. _
- Did you open the book ?—1I did not.

Beatty—TI am a sub-inspector of factories ; recollects

| ~ Birih Greene—Can you give your reason for sup- ;

i

the morning of the 5th  of November; was taking'sons. there 1—No.

my morning walk when I saw a crowd poing along,
aad I heard something said about going to burn

Bibles ; followed the crowd into the chapel yard;
walked up to the crowd, and saw a barrow with a

good many books in it ; the majority of the books

were in green binding, such as are at railways; saw.
some loose numbers of the Family Herald and the
ZLondon Journal ; saw a boy take up an old book ;

he said somethiog, and threw it down again into the

barrow ; it was a Bible; saw a book in black bind-

ing and gilt edges ; opened it and saw it was a Tes-

tament ; put it into the barrow again; cannot say I

saw more than one barrow; it was in the one barrow

Isaw the Testament aod Bible; saw a policemar

named Halpin, and spoke to him.

Cross-examined by Mr. Coftey—Did you see Fa-
ther Petcherine in the chiapel yard during the whole
time you were there 7—1 did not.

Yo put back the Testament you openel and look-
ed at ?—J did.

You did not take it away —No.

I you were under the impression the Bible was
going to be burned would it not have been proper
for you to take it away 7 1 did not thigk they were
going lo burn it; I saw no fire.

Did you not Lear they were going to burn Bibles?
—] heard people in the street say so.

Was it not because you heard they were gog to
burs Bibles you followed the crowd ?—No doubt.

With that iropression on your mind would it not
liave been proper for you to take away the sacred
volume, to guard against the chance of desecration?
—T did not {eel warranted in taking it away; it was
uot my book ; did the next bestthing [could ; spoke
1o the policeman about it,

Did it strike you as prudent or proper to go to the
Clergyman and tefl him what was going to be doae?
—It did not.

- Did it strike you as preper to ascertain from him
whether Lie approved of whot you hieard was going 1o
be: done 2—Tt did not.

Would it not have been better for you fo try und
prevent misehief than afterwards make a fuss about
it 2—All this oceurred on the spur of the moment ;
I didd not think anything about it.

You did notsee any burning take place T—1 did
nof.

Police Constable .Tolu Halpin, examined by the
Attorney-General—1 was on duty at the DComan
Catholic chapel, Kingstown, on the morning of the
51l of November, from six till nine o’clock ; saw a
barrow brouglt info the cliapel yard that moruing;
Father Petcherine was at the chapel that morning ;
he and other Missopary Clergymen had heen in
Kiugstown for about three weeks belore ; saw two
barrows ; they cuma up the Tortyfoot-road ; there
were books and Penoy Journuls in the barrow; there
was a number of small boys with them ; some of the
papers were ‘ Reynolds's Miscellany ;” some of the
boys were sitting in the barrow on the books ; saw a
Bible; Bible was on the back in gilt letters; T alse,
sarw a Testament ; saw the last witness there; he
made some observations and left the chapel yard;
[ saw the Rev. Mr. Petcherine in the chapel yard;
kie came up lo the barrow, and went with the boysto
swhom thie books were thrown out ; something passed
between bim and the boys which I don’t know ; some
of the books were lit by the boys with matches.

To the Court—The books were thrown out of fhe
barrow in his presence, and they were lit by the boys
in his presence. ‘ _ S

Cross-examined by Mr. O’Hagan— When the boys
brought in the barrow, the Rev. Me. Petcherine was
aot there at all7—He was not. Tt was some twenty
minutes or hall an bour after when the Rev.” Mr.
Petcherine came into the yard?-~It was 2bout that
time. Aund the hoys were in the opea yard before
he came in ?—They were, And the barrows were
also there ia that open yard 2—They were. Aad in
the meantime people were passing in and out of the
yard 7—They were. Men and womeo were passing
in and out 7—Yes. There were Protestants ia the
yard as well as Catholics that day?—T saw some
there. You saw Dorking there?—TIdid. And you
saw others also7—T saw ope other, - Who is he ?—
I don't know bis name. ~ Before the Rev. Mr. Pet-
clierine came at all, is it aot true that there wasa
crowd of peopld about the barrows1-—It is true.
I suppose the bdrrows attracted atteation as they
wera being brought to'the chapel yard 7—They did.
And every person who liked could come in and see
what they were going fo do with the barrows?—
They might. Yoy wege walking about the yard 1—
T was, And the boys were’sittiog about the'barrows?
They were. People werg™ taking up the books'to
look at them, and any one ‘might do so 2—Yes, they
might. And the boys'wer€ taking up the books dod
looking- at-them 2—They were. ' And ‘any"person
that liked might leave a book 7-—They- might take or
leave books as they pleased. Did you see the Law-
Were they. “there 71’ cannot



