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CU HOW THE WAR GOES.
We continué our diary of the siege, interrupted by

* thg.non-arrival of ihe steamer Pacific:—
© Feb.3rd. A very sudden change in the weather,
quite .characteristic ot the climate and of its extreme
variations, occurred about one o'clock this morning. A
bitter cold wind: spring up and blew with violence,
and the -thermometer fell to eighteen degrees: A
deep fall of snow took place, and the whole 'land-

,scape is once more clothed in white. It is now freez-

ing intensely. This will put impediments in the way
of-our rhilroad making. The naviesare hard at work
picking,and growling, and fighting among themnselves.
There was a regular battle on board one of their
ships fast niglit, and the Provost-Marshal will have
to give a few of them a taste of his qualily ere
thiey are brought to a sense of their respousibility in,
a slate of martial law. ’

"I'here was little firing on the trencles last night.
The French hiad as usval a couple of smart fusilades.
daring - the night.. Our third. parallel, in fronL of
Chapman’s Battery, is to be strengthened at last.
Every day strengthens the correctness of Sir John
Burgoyne’s homely saying about Sebastopol, « The
inore you look at it, the less you will likke :t..” Three
months ago that officer. declared his « opinion” to be
that the place ought to be assaulted. .Now General
Niel comes, and we hear that he laughs at the notion
of our reducing the place by the. fire of artillery.
However, we shali have a tremendous fire for them,
antd’'a shower of 13-inch shells, each of which weighs
aboiit 200 lbs., will be an extremely unpleasant. addi-
tion to thiestorm we shall” direcl upon the . Rassians.
"Uhie. French are extremely anxious for the . assault.
Our army. lias long been in.a condition which induces-
it 1o prefler anything to the trenches. Tt may. easily
be imagined that General Canrobert is becoming less
popular among his soldiers than he was. ‘General
Bosquet, who commanded the French movement at:
Inkermann, is rising in lavor, as he is known to’be

- ingfaxercof‘the bayonet. " . AR
;{uﬁﬁ%re 1me'ﬁt":p{hiéll has been out here for,some
' time, “tli;state,”.a few. days ago, was as follows :—
Original stréngth, 855 men:; present fit for duty, 125 5
" in.haspital, or unfit for duty, at camp, 860 ; at Scu-
tari, 83 sick in hospital ;- deficit 287 men. Tliere is
“no news of any decided movement among the Rus-
‘sians. The guns of our new battery outside ‘Balak-
lava are in position. About three miles of the line of
rail have been marked by the engineers from Balak-
lava beyond Kadikoi, and a line of white sticks in the
ground denotes so much of the route at present. The.
~arming of our batteries in front goes on every night.
Both the Diamond and Wasp liave been warped into
position to sweep. the road into Balaklava, and their
guns cover the whiole approach to the town from the
valley outside. o . v
‘The commissariat supplies are sufficient in most’
respects, and three of the generals here sent in state-.
mepts as to thie manper in which the men under his’
charge have been supplied, which must be very grati-
fying to the commissariat officers. .The. officers of
the commissariat attached to the Guards and the 2nd
division have been particularly successful in their

efforts to supply the men. .
February 5th.—Orir preparations for the final at-
taek are progressing but very slowly. Tach day we
make some advance, but so small that each day only

serves 10 show the truth of the assertion I'made some |

lime since, that it would be months’ before Sebasto-
pol was captured. Now we have about filly.new
guas placed; which ‘leaves filty-eight still to be got
into position. ~ This work, ini the way it goes forward,
might be completed in a. fortnight or ten :days; but
it has lately been determined, to erect an additional
mortar battery on the Tnkermann heights, which it is
expected will command the Careoning Bay and every
part of the harbor. - Until- this battery is completed
the allies will certainly not.attempt to open fire, and
-at least three weeks must elapse before all its ord-
manee is placed. It is ‘intended to mount five 13-inch
and 'six’ 10-ineh” moriars; -which ‘will be worked and
manned entirely by the French.  AsT remarked in
my.last letler, it is by no.means. the placing of the

guns which -occupies most time, but.: supplying. those.

- guus with sufficient quantities of powdér and shot form:
. the:chiefdifficully. . Tlie-English‘lines alone will fire:
away 420 tons of shiotin twelve hours,'and the Freoch
linés néarly 300 tons,’ 5o your eaders will easily be
able’ to cuiculate thie amouut required for, an incessant.
- bombardment of fifty or,sisty, hours, and:to. judge of
_the obstacles to be overcome before. sueli-aimess of
 iron, can be moved.from, Balaklaya. ro the, trenches.

well ‘taivaidsithgiend-of tlis morith Before we shalltie
in‘a condition (o'onswer the Russian, gung effectivelyy

B

lish, have'alréady sabouti, 1,400, 1ons of ;shot.
i at camp, and when, about 600-Lons more are.
dded:to::that e shall-commence: firing. : Judging-
from: thesesfacts 1'should say that'it vwill Tat least be'

up at Inkermann, is evidently much disapproved of
by the Russians. A small steamer of theirs, called

1the Spitfire; and mounting five or six heavy guns,

comes from under the shelter of the land every two
or-three minutes, and gives the working party the
whole benefit of the well-directed broadside, and then
returns close in shore the instant she has fired. As
it is no part of the plan of the allies to show the ene-
my the strength and position of their works, the
steamer is enabled to do this with almost perfect im-
punity. . Tn the careening creek, which is immediately
under -the intended battery, the enemy have also con-
structed two large rafts of solid t'mber, and mounted
each with two 15-inch mortars. These are in turn
rapidly havled round into the centre of the creek by
wneans of warps, and throw their shells with terrible
accuracy upon the Inkermann heights. As yet they
have done little mischiel, beyond rendering the pro-
-gress of the work slower, by compelling the men to
throw themsulves on their face the instant the shell
falls near. . Both the shot: and shell . practice of the
enemy in this direction is described as beautiful, and
as quite equalling the best of the kind at Woolwich.
-All this time the Russians continue daily to streng-
then their defences by all the arts knowa to ‘'modern
warfare. Most of the batteries now bristle with
stockades and abbattis, and are protected in front
with wide and deep ditches. What their resources
are inside their lines we can only guess; but if they

[ at-all resemble the exteriors in any manner, the storm-

‘ing of the place will, beyond all doubt, prove ane of
‘the blaodiest on record. It seems now deterinined
ithat an assault will be tried after the bombardment ;
but 1 confess I.look forward to the result of such an
attempt not only with anxiety but positive doubt. At
‘a fearful sacrifice of life the south side can, and, no

 doubt, will, be taken at the proper time ; but how the

allies'are to hold " it, or how we can even do more
than ruin the defences to which we are now opposed,
seems inpossible, while. the immense range. of. forts

|and batteries-to the. north,..against which net.a shot.
;' lias yet-been firéd, remain in the hands of the enemy,

and:.command the town and-south side in every direc-
‘tion. -Every one out here sees that very litile can be
-achieved by storming under such - circumstances, and
a ‘doubt of the success of the whole plan prevails
in the minds of inost persons well acquainted with
such subjeets. : K v

The % navies” are working away heartily, pulling
down the racketty houses and fragments of houses,
near the Post-Office of Balaklava, so as to form the
terminus of the first bit of the Grand Crimean Cen-
tra} Railway (with branch line to Sebastopol). They
have landed a large quantity of barrows, beams, rails,
spades, shovels, picks, and others materials, The
{rail houses soon dissolve into beaps of rubbish under

.| their vigoraus blows, and the more friable remains

are carted off and shot into and over the ineffable
horrors and nastinesses. of the Turkish plague and
charnel houses. Unless we have a sanitary officer,
and a corps.to assist hiin, sent out, oriorganised bere,
‘the fine weather will be a curse instead of a blessing,
and the sun will develope maladies even more terrible
than those which have hitherto scoured our armies.
It is sickening to think of it, but it is nevertheless
true, the wells in-the town of Balaklava, down by the
seaside, must be filled with water that has trickled
‘through the earth down the Lill, from and through the
layers of Turkish corpses that lie festering above,
barely covered from sight by a few inches of earth.
‘[he neighborhood of the French camps is very filthy.
Tt is surprising that.such acute and active men as our
allies should permit these dirty habits to exist, and

| that their able surgeons do not point out the danger

arising from thein to the whole army. They leave
their dead horses unburied close to their teats. The
Turks pay greater. apparent regard to cleanliness
‘when in the field, but at the best of times a camp isa
strong-smelling place, and wust necessarily- be some-
what dirty.. All we can do is to make it as little of-
fensive as possible. On the other hand the French
display the greatest regard to cleanliness of person,
‘and take opportunities (of which our men do not or
cannot) to wash. their ‘clothes ‘wherever there isa
running brook or a supply of-water.

i ‘February6th.~The cold-and frost hare almost
disappearad ; ‘the only traces of winter remaining to
'us are patehes of snow “on’ the ‘hill sides and in the
‘ravines, and the blanched - mouptain’ ridges iu'the far
distance, or thie. retten roads in.which {le. blackened.
snow :still - hies .in wasses perforated:.by. deep. holes;
dangerous to horse and man. The thermometer.is
up,to 52 degrees. . The birds are:singing around us;;

.the sun is, generally bright.and warm f _gn,ses(e_raf‘ hours:
‘in:the,day: . - [t-is:in-fact one-ofithosé:Crimeanproto~
‘springs ofnot. unfrequent- ‘occurrence; = wheréin': evén’
this! trecs; and:vines, and grass are’deceived fora shart’
‘time; and think they may. put'forth their young: buds.

dvd_is oL fo, be

T Rt balfery; which it bas been decided To throw:

‘and shioots. . But_ tlie'inkabitants ‘warn us not: to, be
| misled by this transient cahn’j Match,:is.still; 1o be’

endured, and we hear that be comes in and remains
in with bitter coldiand very strang winds, and heavy
falls of rain, sleet, and spow. The month of March
is in fact like the month of November in 1he Crimea,
and we all know what disasters we endured during the
terrible twenty days of that month in 1854. The
climate, indeed, is beyond all conception fickle. Warm
clothing lias been served out to most of the army. It
must be observed that the articles most essential to
the health and comfort are of the most “disgraceful
description, T was told by the principal medical
officer of one of the divisions of this army that the
surgeons of the various regiments had complained to
him that the ¢ ammunition boats” served out to the
‘men were not only too small, hut *that the soles
dropped off after a weelk’s wear.,” The long water-
proof boots are generally of better quality, and last
very well, but the **ammunition boots,” as they are
called, have been infamously made out of bad mate-
rials. The health of the camp is hmproving a little,
but there is still a great number of men in hospital.
In the light division, which now consists of eight re-
gitents (as the 90th, and 34th, and some marines,
‘have been added to its veteran regiments), the 7ih,
19th, 23rd, 33rd, 77th, and 88th, and the 2nd Bat-
talion Rifle Brigade, the sick to-day amount to about
1,100. The 34th are remarkably healthy, but they
have not been long here, nor have they done much

healthy—and as far as General Codrington can se-
cure the health of all the division he doesit; butsdll
they have more than 1,000 men unfit for duty.” A
low fever, a kind of bilious attack, arising (rom a
disordered liver, prevails rather extensively. Even
yet there isfittle ‘or no fuel to be had by the men in
front. The supplies of charcoal are scanty, and'in-
frequent and irregular.  'Ihe men are obliged io grub
‘ot of the soil by.the most painful labor the roots . of
brushwood or of vines, and they are obliged "often to
‘go-down the hill sides right inder the enemy’s fire in’
.order tozfather: enough' ko _cook-their: meals. 'Fhe
Tth and 77th regiments are fully provided with hos-
pital hnts, and the 19th, 23rd, 33rd, 34th, 88th, 90th,
and Rifles are either partially furnished with the
‘means of housing their sick and of keeping them off the
earth, orare getting up the wood as fast as they can,
and erecting the huts daily. Now, the light division,
though it has been the hardest worked, is one of the
healthiest in the army, and yet such is its condition
revicwed under the very favorable aspect it at pre-
sent offers to the spectator. The Guards are now
reduced to 500  men St for duty; they are coming
down to Balaklava, and the brigade will be relicved
by the 39th Regiment. The 2nd, 3rd, and*4th di-
visions have pr¢ 7atd perhaps a little more, with the
exception of the 3rd division, than the light division,
and are much in the same state as to buts and fuel.

Yesterday Lieutenant Cclonel Collingwaod Dick-
son, who has commanded the siege train in the right
attack since the beginning of the siege, and who did
such good service with the two 18 pounders at Inker-
mann, was shot by a Russian rileman whilst he was
on duty in the trenches. The wound is not serious.

There was a murderous fire kept for.about an hour
yesterday morning between the French and Russians.
‘T'he cannonade and roll of small arms was incessant.
The Russians had cut into the gallery of a French
mine, and had destroyed an officer ol engineers and
some men by smoke balfs, after which they blew up
the mine. Our allies had their revenge. When the
Russians came out, as usual, last night the French got
three 18 pounders in readiness, and carefully laid
them on the approach to the sally port, nicely stored
with grape and canister. The enemy made their
sortie under a tremendous cannopade from the batte-
ries, and. then rushed in amopgst the works, but they
were received with such destructive valleys of Minies
and musketry that they were speedily driven over the
trench”towards the town. The three guns were fired
right into-their retreatiug columns at short tanges,
and continued to plough them up with round shot till
they got under cover of their works. Ttis conjec-
Lured that 250 or. 300 were killed and wounded be-
fore they.reached the town: The French lost about
fifty in killed and wounded. .

February 7,—There wasan extremely hot contest
last..pight, between the French and Russians; the
cannonade, which sounded all over the camp, lasted.
abouat.an liour, . The enemy. are still laboring hard at
the works in_the rear of Malakhoff (or .the Round
Tower), and .at.three o’clock to-day. they bad about
:1,200.men employed at the earth slopes and. parapets
of.the: batteries. : It is believed:that the neighborhood
of this tower. s being extensively mined.. ‘The, French

smortars, have: already. begun to -tell ; on-the stpsework

days our;:allies . Wil be.;able o, inflict! tremendous:
‘damage on the town,. . Lord. Raglan® has ordered ten.
‘of, our, 13-inch mortars to be lent to.the French.. ;. A
 formitable fire, will be.opened. by, bowmbs, alone,. and,

' -

hard work. The 7th and 77th regiments are also.

rof the buildings . apposite. their batteries—~in a.few.|

stone itself must at last give way before it. Asthe
severity of the bombardment increases it may be ex~
pected that the efforts-of the Russians to destroy the
works will be made night after night with greater
inveteracy and vigor, but the mortar platiorms are
well covered and are retired behind numerous works,
though the greater part of the southern side of the
Ville Curile of Sebastopol lies within 2,500 yards of
them. 'Fhe French engineer, General Niel, who
visited the English trenches recently, expressed a de-
cided opinion that the batteries were too far to pro-
duce any substantial results. When we first sat dows
before this place it was proposed that the first paral-
Jel shonld be at the usual distance—of from 600 to
800 yards from the defences ; but to this it was ob-
Jected, that there would be great loss of life in m:_\k-
ing it so near, and that the old rule of war, which
fixed the distance. of the lines of the besiegers from
those of the beésieged, was abrogated by recent im-
rrovements in gunnery, and by the increased power
and range of siege guns. Our batteries were con-
structed at upwards of 1,000 and 1,200 yards from
the eneiny.  Sir Joln Burgoyne is said to have heen
in favor of nearer approaches when the lines were
first drawn. Major General Jones has now arrived.
We hear that batteries are to be erected in front of
our right attack, and that a heavy convergent fire
will be directed on Malakhoff and its defences when
the bembardment re-opens,

February 8.—General Rumour is a very efficient
officer in the management of © aleries.” 'This morn-
ing lie turned out all the troops in and about Balak-
lava, manned his gun, roused up Admiral Boxer,
awakened Captain Cliristie, landed thie scamen, mer-
cantile and naval, and taking Sir Colin Campbe!) and .
bis'staff cut on the hills, awaited an attack which
never was -made, but which, no doubt, would have
been, repelled with signal energy and snccess. _

. FEB.. 9.—0Omer Pasha arrived -at Kamiesch, last
night,, in, the Colombo, aud to-day.his. tighness vi-
sited-General Canrobert and Lord Raglan, and had
lengthened interviews with them. The. weather was
fine to-day. At night, however, the rain—the mast
active of General Fevrier's lieutenants—came: down
incessantly. The Russians are moving about on the .
hills in our rear, and a column of infantry was seen
to march along over the Tchernaya heights towards
Sebastopol yesterday. ‘Tlis merning all our troops
at the heights over Baluklava were out under arms
from half-part 4 o’clock till 7 o’clock in a dense
fog, and drizzling mist—the same force as before.—
The Russians made no sigy, and the men were dis-
missed to their tents soon after daylight. There was
an awful canaonade last night all along the Rassian
lines. and a sortic was made, which was repulsed by
the French, while a feint on our lines was equally un-
successful. ‘ : o .

Fen. 10.~One of those sudden changes which
render this climate the most peculiar.in the world
took place last night. . The day bad been warm and
beautyful, the night was cold, and the rain fell ia tor-
rents, - ‘This morning the ground is partially covered
with snow, whicl descended heavily towards morn-
ing, but which .thawed fast, - The roads will be in a
very bad condition. :

¥es. 11.—A day quite worthy of ¢ General
Février’s gratitude”—bleak, raw, and stormy. Tu
the front all was silent—not a gun. was fired the
greater part of the day, and the popping of rifles
nearly ceased also.. . L

.FeB, 12.—Sir George Brown arrived to-day,and
Lord Ragian went down to meet Lim, and returned .
with him to head-quarters. T'he weather has changed
again.. 'The sun is out, the raiu is over, and a.cold .,
drying wind is blowing over the plain.. The Frencl
arc arming our right attack. . The left attaelis com-
‘pletely armed. There is no appearance of any con-
siderable force of Russians either to the north of Se- .
bastopol or over the heights of Balaklava. All dan-
gev of attack from Baidar secms very trifling. The .
plain is iinpassable for artillery. The Tchernaya .is -
now our great line of defence,.and. it is al line:which .
defends itself.. There is only one bridge over it, de-
scending from Mackenzie’s” Farm, and that is not fit
for;the transport of either. artillery.or cavalry. .‘To-
wards - Inkermann  the whole . valiey:is: flooded;: and .
turned into marsh and boz. The preparations to re- .
medy our great. error inthe.plap of our first . attack..
proceed, rapidly.. It is.now. said that we ought to..
have stormed the Redan.and the Round Tower, (Ma-,
lakhoff) .the .very frst..day, . as soon as our fire : hed :
-nearly silenced their, batteries... Lhe French. are ;in.
high spirits, and say they wili be ready. to marchyinta,,
the. plice .in_ fifteen days.. Qur troops are in better:
-condition, and ; huts are being.erecied on évery. side.;
_-IeBrUARY: 13.-—The siege makes slow..progresse
-on ; ouriside. - The: French have: been - bombarding":
:from_ten large mortars for the last Lwenty-four hours,t
without producinig any iapparent.efect: comnensurateis. .
with the swweight,of>suchi.a tremendous: mass.of imétakid

I'd

e




