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fering members- of Christ-'—-they-are truly in a mili-
tant condition, -for ith them the age'of marfyrdom
is ot yet past, though for ages they have leen
. tortured, and, persecuted for the Taith—yet are they
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': Syrian priest —this messenger from the far-off cast.
Lruly the occasion was and is one of great interest
-to our Catholic comnmunmity, since it may remnind 3
of the fidelity with which the promises have all been
fulfilled for us—how our faith Aas heen tanght, us
“eommanded, to ¥ ol notions) and how the Gen-
tiles have come in from the east and from the west,
and saf down at the sable of the Lord. liow the
Cucharistic Saerifice is offered up daily—as the
inspired Malachy foretold—even to the uttennost
ends of the earlh, and how Clrist himsedf—the vital
_ principle of the chureh—keeps the [xith he planted

23, 1830, alive in the minds and hearts of men throughout all
_A the world, notwithstanding the united efforts of the
WIHO ARE THE MARONITES? world, the flesh, and the devil—heresy and infidelity

This question has been repeatedly asked, to oup —© destroy it And then what a beautiful prool is
own knowledge. within the last fow weeks, by certajn  1he thorough orthodoxy of this Syrian Clureh, of the
of our peaple who, though well disposed to g"ivc their ¢Ntreme antiquity—the Apostolic origin of our holy
mite for their relief, yet knew nothing more of them faith!  Iere they are, and have beea—shut in amid

than that they are Catholies, and in distress, Al the deserts of Dalesting, from (ime immemorial—
have seen Pather Tlavisnus—assisted when he deébarred from contact with their co-religionists to

offered up the Floly Sacrilice in one or other of onr ARy considerable extent—reviled and persecuted for
clurches—and all have, we trust, iven more or loss the faith, yet believing precisely the sume now as we
towards relieving the extreme wants of lis distant ; @0—we, the dwellers in the frozen north—the chil-
flock.  Yet still they ask—= Who are these dren of © the dsles of the sea.”
Maronites? W answer in fow words, they arca | Y € ROW give an avticle on this subject, which re-
nation who lave nothing in cotmnon with us, 'except ‘cently appeared in the Mélunges, going somewhat
humanity, and faith. They we the ancient and o detail on the history and position of the
Apostolical Christians of Syria—the remnant of one 'Maronites. Be it also premised that our vencrable
of: the churches founded by the Apostles.  They are - Bishop has put forth an earnest appeal to his people
poor, and persecuted, and shut in from all the rest of On behalf of this suffering portion of the church. Let
("Jl_ir'js‘ten dom, by nountains, and seas, and rivers, and, 1 U$ all then give what we can-—much or little as it
worse still, by the tyrant power of the infidel, yet Way be—and let all join in prayer that God may
have they preserved pure and unsullied the faith 100k down with pily on these desolate Christians of
transmitted to them from the Apostles, and such 'Talestine. Let us invoke for them the Mother
being the case, they are our brethren in the faith— ©of Our Lord, She to whom “none cver sued in
attached as we are to the Chair of Peter—havine ©77 —beseeching Her to assist them by er pow-
l:ruly “ the one faith,” than whick there must be, er.ful intercession, that their enemics may o longer
be none other. They are almost entirely lrm.mp“h over them, and ask deridingly * Where is
unacquainted  with buman learning, but they are their Grod 77
versed in the science of the Sainis:—little know  We analyse a touching letier of the Bishop of
they of the various pations of the earth, for they are Lida, an excell‘ent speech of M. de 'E\‘Ionlaiamhert in
uot allowed vither rest or means that might enable the French Tribune, and several articles from various
them to study.  TFew amongst them know any thing ,)‘S(L;r]nals, which 1\;.\\’&: .EC?F ,fm‘_th. :to thL.nstomshed‘
. rld, the piteous cry of anjexpiring nation, thut of
of these remote climes of ours, but they know—»or the Maronites. We must be forgiven if we aive but
faith teaches them—that the Church of shich they a rapid sketch of a subject “which ought to be given
are membcrs’ i Spl‘Cﬂll over all the earth—oney in detail. But our readers can, it t!:cy “‘i“, have
gi'cnt, and universal,—and s9, in their distress— ;if;o:;?;-t: ott!il:: s;;;:e‘z?ug?rshri:;:,sxn‘::xh}l"eeh('ifr _ﬂ'“'::,
_when. ihe rod of -lhe oppreszor s:m_lcs them most page 49, 543, and 724, W hn've.h;w‘t;-,-:,l.; t.:)u':]zl.,
heavily—when their churches wre pillaged and de- mice that our whole object is to prove that the Maro-
. stroyed—their altars overthrown, and their sancluaries ‘nites arc thrice worthy of compassion ; hecause that
“defiled with all ﬁbomhmtion—limy raise their voice .their pogitioxu, geographical, political, und r eligions,
and .cry aloud to their bretbren in the faith— ;rcnld“t‘ir.s ,tll,}m! _t"‘ﬂ,’ly fl"h/al)p-z," .
beseeching the nations of the Catholic World that }nitc; i.n'nah[iil)M‘%:lié:fﬁé:\i\”on.7)!)6'1{{12\{:111upkr>:~; remaing
they put forth a hand to save them from the eommon of the ancient Christians of Syria, and ever true to
_enemy.  And why should their cry be heard without the faith, they sought in the rocks and precipices of
emolion.? What catholic heart does not beat, re- ' that famous mountuin, & shelter from the crucl op-
sponsive to their piteous lamentations? True, they Etlxﬁ:lcrolt dofwl;i;]el :::;:;:15, z}fﬁ:_n%:‘l}:clﬁsdt‘hl:;_';}l]o“%
.d well—thesp Maronites—where Nourished of old the and?gﬁdel nation, ha\'c.g;radu:{IIy m(uiu t,heir ;vn)(' li::(;
cedars of Lebonon—uve, they differ from ws in the Maronite country, so that Lebanon is now in-
language, in “customs, in lineage—nay, in what do ;labited by two distinct races, and is divided into the
they agrec with us as far as worldly things are Drusian di;stri'ct, the Maronite district, and the Mixed
" concerned 2—but still they are our brethren—our :dlstrxct: Vhis mixture goes for to s%mew what. the
“very dear, because persceuted brethren—they have , Maronites have to sufier on the part of the Drusians.

A _ ! :  What we are about to say of their political and re-
their hopes anchored, like ours, with the fisherman’s ligious position will make it still more evideut.
burl—Pius the Ninth s their father, as he is ours. 1 ond. Lheir political and religious position. The
~/They, like us, ofter up - the daily sacrifice—the clean Maronites and the Drusians were independent till to-
" saerifice of the New Law, although the ecremonics . Wards the end of the sixteenth century, when Amurad

:_ii;cb:x:panying that august act of commemoration are
“with' them somewhat different, and the service recited
“in: a- different language—but what of that?—the
: belief is still the same. They, too, have their faith

notirished and strengthened by the bread that giveth

. t:fc to the world ! and we, theretoge, may reasonably
“hope' that with us thiey shall % rise on the last day.”
Théy_are, i

can

The Maro-

under his domination. He at first -gave them as
governor a Musselman Prince ; hut, soon findinw that
it could not always. restrain them in bbedienc;, the
Turkish government.coneluded that the wiscst course
was to give them rulers of their own nation, reserving

aver them the rights of sovereignty.
_ It may be easily imagined that the Turkish govern-
ment, the sworn foe of the Clristian religion, would
give every advantage to the infidel Drusians over the
Maronite Catholics, in making choice of the princes
who were to govern. both nations. This was-actually
e e
embraced: sithin the vast circle—the eacth-grasping ' vero ¢ Tength forced fo” cliooso Maronite. ministers
circle of the Chirch Catholic and ’A‘po‘airﬂw- Let I Certain’ noble Mahommetan families, established in
us, then, reach out the hand of succor. to these suf- the country, having embraced the Cathotic faith; and

are, in short, members az we are of {he one
_great society, of: which Christ’s Vicar is the visible
head——they, in"their Syrian deserls, form part and

still'_'un.der the ann of the tyrant, and. the Ottoman

the Third, Emperor of Constantinopie, reduced them |

having subsequently. attained power, the Maronites

years, by princes of their. own religion. ' The. Lmir
Bechir having been dethroned by the fall of the
Egyptian government, the two Clristian princes who
succeeded him were princes but in name, and were
never ahle to recover the supreme authority. ..

The Turkish government not finding itself yet
strong enough to make the Christians of Lebanon
subject to the Drusians, sought in the meantime to
carry out its designs in part. Lo that end they creat-

other Drusian, Then, by a stroke of policy worthy of
the Sublime I'orte, it brought thirty thousand Maro-
nites under the dominion of the Drusian prince,
hoping thereby to enable him to crush the Christians.
Such was the origin of the war which broke out be-
tween the rival nations, and the cause of the existing
misery of the Maronite Christians, ,

But the Twkish government went still further with
its oppressive intervention.  They warched their
troops through the country, suffering them as they
went to perpetrale such cruelties as had not yet
marcked the civil war.  So far, therefore, from re-
storing order, their progress did but foment and in-
crease the existing anarchy. Yet even this was not
cnough to satisfy the gloomy hatred of the T'urks for
these Christians o Lebanon.  Under pretence of
seeking 1o reconcile the two races who were waging
deadly war against each other, the govermnent sent
an agent {o the belligerent parties, invested with ligh
wthority.  Chekil fiendi, as this perfidions diploma-
tist was called, had no sooner arrived in Syria, than
he ordered a general disanning.

Tle commenced operations on the i6th of Ociober,
1843, by disarming the Maronites, giving warning at
the same time to the Cluistian Cheicks, and he pro-
cecded i this way, The census had been taken in
1840, previous to the breaking out of the eivil war,
which had of course grievously thinned the population.
They caleulated in this manner:~cach - village had
then 130 suns. Now in 1843, the inhabitants of
course said: “ We have not now inore than fifty or
sixty warriors, and how can you require of us 150
muskets 7 The auswer was: ¢ Give us 150 mus-
kets! il you have not so many, you must go and buy
them; otherwise, you shall be beaten and tortured,
every one of you—priests, women, old men, and chil-
dren 2 But what aggravated very considerably this
odious extortion, was the fact that the Maronites had
been already disavmed. '['he worst of all was, bow-
ever, that the Drusians were only disarmed in a sham
way, notyithstanding that they, being the aggressors,
should have been first deprived of their avms. 1t
was a strange sight, surely, to sec the Daronites going
to purchase arms of the Drusians to give up to the
Turkish government ; and be it remarked that it was
their own arms they were thus buying back from their
encnies. .

As, notwithstanding all that, the number fixed by
the Ottoman ministry had not becn obtained, the au-
thorities, under pretence of recovering concealed
armns, poured in on this unhappy people bodies of
regular troops, who, with the assistance of the Dru-

-sians, carried fire and sword to the very heart of their

country. Horrors probably unknown in the most
barbarous ages were then unscrupulously perpetrated.
Women were violated, and put to the torture, priests
were scourged, and hung with their heads downward,
the Bishops were bastinadoed, and the holy Sacra-
ment dragged through the mire. At Balda, the infi-

dels amused themselves with whipping the monks, and

compelling them to dance the dervish, These tor-
ments were repeated even to the tenth time,

These distressing details are confirmed by the
English, French, and German journals, and even by
the Franco-Turkish, published at Smyvna. Tet it
sufice to quote here the testimony of ihe famous
Napier, who was, as every onc knows, the principal
actor in the expulsion of Mehemet Ali from Syria,
and who figured most prominently in the hombard-
ment of Beyrout in 1840, Here is what he said in
Edinburgh, when they gave him there the freedom of
the city : ,

“The government sent us into Syria to deliver that
province frowm Mehemet Ali but I regret having to
declare that ity inhabitants have fallen under a des-
potisin Zen thousand times wworse.  The most painful
recollection of my life is my having assisted in ex-
pelling the Tacha of Egype from Syria, and aiding
the Lurks to establish amongst the Chnstians. of
Liebanon,—that lost and truly oile remnant of
Aviatic Christianity—the most infamous government
which has ever existed.”

The diplomalist, Chekil Effendi, who is said to
have been of -Lord Palmerston’s school, has joined to
the most gricvous wrong, insult and outrage the most
revolting.  For, having gathered together the remains
of the Maronite nation, he assured. them, in fine of-
ficial slung, that the Grand Signor; who was “as wise
as Solomon and as valiant as Alexander,” would grant
them a general pardon, because “he would not that
his subjects should lave aught ta suffer.”

Now it is easy ‘o conclude what is the_situation
both political and religious, of the Maronite’ Chris-
tians.  On the one side, they have to live among the
Drusians, who have no other religion than a remnant
of paganism ; -and. on the: other, they are under- the
Ottoman yoke. 'I*hey are besides open to the great
schism of Russia, who; as all the world knows, exer-
cises her colossal power in the East for -the purpose
of snatehing from tie bosom of Caihelie unity

n unv

any
pation thai she can seduce. -~ But this is not'all: the
Biblical Missionaries are there, like elsewhere, tabor-
ing. with their tracts -to- destroy - Catholicity.  The
Drusians. pay their court to them, aceepting their
books, in: which they liave no helief, and. receiving-in -

{return -all sorts of - caresses. This is, no doubt, a-
guievous temptation for the poor suffering Maronites,

for it may be easily understood that they.are ex-

were- so forfunate as to be governed, for about forty-

ed in 1843, two princes, one Maronitish, and the

longthe victims of cruelty and oppression the most un-
heard of, Persecution, misery, and ignorance weigl,
therefore, with fearful weight, on the.unhappy Chrs-

tians of the Levant. They stand in need of assistance,

and to whom shall they call if not to their brethren,
the Christians of the West?
the Bishop of Lida to paint their wretched condition,
in a letter which he addressed to a Maronite priest,
then in Paris: T
Tt is impossible to form any just idea of the losses
we have sustained, since our enemies hive a second
time ravaged our country—are we not entirely in the
power of these cruel foes, the spoilers of our little
wealth?  They have, a second time, burned the
buildings of the Episcopal residence, and also our
school, which you and I had rebuilt on the original
plan. They have once more robbed us of everything,
and also of what belonged to the school. T'he value
of the different articles which they have carried off,
may amomt to $150,000, excluse of the chalices
reserved for the use of the Episcopacy. All—all—
is now in possession of the unfeeling Drusians. We
find ourseives alone amongst our encmies, deprived of
all things, cxeepting only the garment which we wear.
May the nune of the Lord be blessed!”
We can add nothing to these words, which rend
the very heart, and inundate the soul with the bitter-
ness of grief.  Our ounly solace is that we have it in
our power, by our generous contributions, to give
some relief 10 these our suffering brethren. Gipe
then, let'us conclude with our Bishop, and God him.-
self awill restore arhat spne give—yey, even an hun-
dred fold!
LAYS (1) OF TiHE COLPORTLEURS.

Aur.—<Herc's one to a very doleful tune: How o
usurer’s wife was brought o bed of twenty mozey
bags at a burden; and how she longed to ew
wlder’s heads and toads carbonadoed.”

Mor.—¢ 1s it true, think you ?*’

Avt.— Very true ; and Dut o month old. "—IFinier™:
Tele.

Now Autolychus was a Colporteur: altho® he is
irreverently put down as u rogue amongst tiw
Diramatis Persone: @ however, {'un 2 empiche piy
lautre.
inasmuch as he found no difficuity in disposing of Bis
trompery, whilst the poor Canadian Colporteur is
hardly able to get vid of the contents of his pack,
even when offered as a gift.  Ilsidently the Boks.
mians were more easily gulled than are the Freech
Canadians: at least, such was the impression mad.
upon us by the perusal of the French Canadzan
Missionary Society’s Record for the month of July,
1850. ’

But what is this same ¥. C. M. Society 7 may bz
asked by some of our Catholic readers.

The I7. C. M. Society is a society which profeszes,
funnily enough, to be formed upor a Catholic basis :
—its object, the converting of us poor Papists to
some undefined phase of Protestantism :—its weapons,
the dissemination of Tracts und Scriptures amongst
the Catholic laity, and the periodical publication of
calumnies against the Catholic Clergy of Canada,
Dretty little Autolychian ballads these latter, whose
% delicate burden™ consists of anathema of Pope
and Priest, with cruelly sarcastic allusions to the Sear-
let Woman of Babylon.

The Socicty numbers amongst its members gex-
tlewen of whom we have no intentiun to speak with
disres;fec;t—gunt]emen who, we are sure, would not,
knowingly, lend the sanction of their names to the
silly falschoods, a few of which we intend to lay
before our readers. "We are pretty certain that the
majority of those whose names appear as office-bearers
and committec-men of the F. C. M. Society, were
ignorant of the contents of the Record, until it was
delivered at theiv doors, and that they never gave
themselves the trouble to enquire into the truth or
falsity of its contents. No, we do not lax these
gentlemen with the intention to deceive.  We believe
rather, that they are themselves deceived ; that they
are what our old friend, Tony Weller, calls, % Vie-
tims of Ctammon ; "—deceived by their Agents, and,
perhaps, a little blinded by the ridiculous aversion
they bear towards Catholicity, and to all that is
called Priest. :

But from the Society itself, let us tura to the

More fucky than his brethren in Canuds,

‘Record of its transactions.’

However great the expectations, the performance
has been meagre enovgh. 'With little cause for ex-
ultation over the past, there is-—as, of course, therc
always is—a lively hope for the future. As far as
we can judge from the Record now before us, it seems
that about sixty persons have given evidence of
conversion, that twenty. have left the Church, and
that seventy-six children of both sexes are actually
undérgoing the process of a Protestant education in
the Schools connected with the Mission, ‘of whom

five-have given evidence of a ‘change of Jieart, 2nd

have been admitted members of the little Church at

‘the Institute ; whilst'at the .School at Belle Ritiére
1a few little'girls ‘are taught reading, writing, " -arith-

metic, needlesork, and ‘the way ‘of salvation. -
.., By means, of the Colporteurs, or Biblé Pedlars,

within the last seven months and a_hglf‘,'ri‘ﬂBibleﬁé, 73

We shall now leave .



