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Wit 1 -Cumservative jourssls  advocate
Tmse | federition and the iudependent
prcw ¢o i rei.] uoion, we may Dbegin to
goe iae ) ¢ on wineh partive in Cennde may
socn 2 St We would prefer indepenti-

ence to oib.. -t, bus, If o cheice were necessrry,
we ol prefer comnercial voion and reeist
Impirial federntion to the last, We bad
enouzh of Dowaing strest rule inold tinice
to prevent us cver curreadering our dearly-
tought Liberties and reveiting Lo the cld
eo0asitiio of colonial errvitude,
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1118 i tae jubilee year of Cavadian con-
glitotirnal government as well ns of Mer
Meujzsty's reign, snd the purviviag Uppir
Canads rebele of ‘57 propose helling 3 miet.
ing ot Torentu t» cclolrate the event. It is
aldo propozacd to raize a monument to Lount
and Matthews, who were ‘legally but vo-
rightcously” cxecuted in that city fifty years
ago for the crime of demandingin arma the
liberties we no# enjoy. Both suggestions are
guod and ought ta be carried out,

T

WE bave no desire in the world to repress
the postic aspirations of mep, weman or child,
but we must lay doxn certain rules which
we hold absolutely. Those who write poetry
for Tk PosT must know three thinga: (1)
How to write. (2) How tospell, (3} The
rules of grammar. No amount of inspiration
by the cine muses will make ap for the want
cf thege three graces.

WHATEVER any one may ey, a readjust-
ment ¢f representation is needed in this pro-
vince, Mr, Mercier has justice and common
sense on his side in the proposal he bas made
relating to this watter. The constitucncies
sre very dieproportiopato. Montreal with
200,000 population has only three members,
Laval with s population of 9,462 returns one
member, and Ottawa County with a popula-
tion of 39,432 returns oaly one, Three
Rivers has o population of 9,269, and Hoche-
lags has 40,079, Soulangee hss s population

10,720, while the single constituency of
Drumsmond snd Arthabaska has 37,360. A
eadjustmeny is needed,

Tue Onterle budget presented to the
Assembly the day before yesterday is very
entily understood, By 1t our readers will be
able to mppreciate the difference between
Liveral and Conservative methods of govern-
ment by comparing the financial condition of
Ontario with Quebec, The gross receipts for
1586 amounted to $3,149,000 and the gross
-expenditure $3,1582,000, showing n small
deficit. For 1887, the receipts are cstimated
at £€2,788,000, nad the expeuditure, including
$£374,000 cn capital account, at $2,950,000,
showing a deficit, assnming that there ure no
supplementary estimates, of atout $200,000.
On the ather hand, Mr. Ross is able to point
ta o surplas of ro less than $6,650,000.

INx The Muail's report of the proceadings of
the Orange Grapd Lodge of Ontario West,
held lant week nt Toronto, the address by the
Grand Master is included, In it occurs the
icllowing passages, which sbould stimulate
thereflective facultienof all Catholic adherents
of the Tory porty :—

“ The election ot a large number of brethren
40 both the Parliamens of Canadaand the Local
Assembly is slsu n matter of congratulation,
heir presence.at this meeting will no doubt
encourage you to continue on in theworle, many
of the brethren now around the room probably
filling their places as tiue rolls by,

** [ wy lost aunuad report 1 referved to the
£act Lhat great battles ure decided ut the polls,
and I ain sure that that statement has been
fully realized during tbe last three months.
As an asscciation we have only commenced our
wotk, urd wa wmnust be up and doivg.  Lhegreat
miads of the country turn 6o us on the occssion
©f troubla for the purposs of getting an expres
sion of op,ntan from the members of our asso-
ciation, and I "thisk our people have responded
very nobly, especially in the last Dominion con-
test, It would-have benn amutter of positive
suin to the country had " Race and Revenge,”

-} Secesnion, '
“=}fames hy which the opponents of good govern:
1-4 ment were kiowh, been successful:

N_ s

.Agnexation,”.and.sthe: other

-Ag ibis

now, the band that hai' guided” Confaderation
from 1ts infancy will ) a1
State, and long wiay ha be spored to do so.” |

recent disaster on the. Providence Railway,
At the lower end of the  hangers whioh sup-
port the bridge is a cast iron box enclosing a
clutch which resembles two fingers of a hand

are about 24 inches wide and 13 inches thick.
Over these iron fingers is a round steel pincer
about 18 inches long and 3 inches in diameter.:
One of the fingers was completely rotted
away by rust, and, the other rusted . about
half through. Thus the whola strain was
thrown on one of these weakened iron fingere,
and it was bubt a natural consequence that.
when the cngine passed this finger should
break, and one of its supports being gone the

Ty Post was correct in its surmise as to the
couso of the scaident, :

WOMEN'S NERVE,

Among the sorrowful details of the late ter-
rible railway disaster on the Providence Rail-
way which crowd the columns of many of our
American cxchanges, mention is made of. tho
praisoworthy conduct of the train officials
and thoss passsngers who escaped. Oae of
the most graphic sccounts wo have seen is
that of nn interview between s Mr, Pike and
a New York Telegram reporter, All the
people in tho train, Le said, behaved with
courage, alithough so many were horribly
bruised and maimed and had cause for ner-
veul excitement, not only from their own
wounds but also from the difenlty of extri-
cating themselves, end from the spectacle of
the shockingly mutilated dead by whom they
were surrounded, And this was especially
true of the women, The train, said Mr.
Pike, waz *full of women.,” They were
werking women—** milliners and shop giris”
most of them appesred to him—on the way
to their places of cmployment in Boston.
“These women,” a2id Mr. Pike, ‘‘were
fully o brave na the men; I did not think
any people could behave ws well as they
did.”

This testimony to womear’s rerve, under
citcumstances peculiarly appalling, is not
more pleacing than suggestive, ‘**The
wemen were fully as brave as the men.”
Trere are wholc volumes in these faw words.
But, be it vpoted, they were **working
womer.” None of yeur fise ladies who go
cft icta bystericn st e sight of o spider er a
May net the fact that these
“millizers and shep girla” had lcaroed
fortitude and self-reliance by having to fight
tho battle of life for themselves, have enabled
them to foce the terrors of that awinl scene
withheroic composure? Wo think so. Ani
as women become more und more fitted to
take their place in the world, so will they
improve in character and bequeath bigher
mental and physical endowments to pos-
terity.

mcuse,
.

A PROPHOECY OF PANIC.

It seeme an exiraordinary thing that a
finaucial authority should find reason to ex-
pect a monetary panic in the fact of there
being too much money. Yet that seems to be
the meaning of the alarming despatch from
Washington lately published in our columns.
1t may ba thot a foctish or selfish motive may
have suggested the circulation of reporta cal-
culated to disturb the businees conditions of
the countty, We are glad, howevor, to be
asgured thet, though the financial aituation
may become & matter of grave concern by
midsummer, that & panic or any eericus
disturbance of business will result immedi-
ately need not be believed, Any diatuibance
of this kind must of course react upon the
Dominion, and it ia wellto know bo » the ques-
tion stands, The Chicago Herald soys :—

¢t Batween now and the 1st of July the Trea-
sary-will call about $40,000,000 wort?\ of bonds,
the last of the three's outstanding. After that
there will be no bonds in the payment of which
the redundant revenue of ths government can
be used until 1891, when the four and one-half's
will fall due. After the 1st of July the people’s
money will accumulate in the Treasury at the
rate of from $4,000 000 to $6,000,000 per month,
Congress will be in session early in %ecember.
and it may bs called earlier, but even if no
cnllad session be had there is no reason to sup
pore that the retirement of $30,000,000 or
£40,000,000 from circulation will precipitate a
panic. Undue stringency in money is always
to be avoided if possible, *but, while that is
generally the immediate occasion of panies, the
causes of these disturbances are to be found as s
rule in the cheapness of money, which begets
gpeculation and recklessness gencrally.
¢ "Tha greatest danger which at present men-
aces the revival of progperity is speculation,
which may soon become uuncontrollable. Already
there are unmistakable sigas of this invariable
attendant of what are kpown as prosperous
times. In Wall street gresat schemes are beinr
hatched out daily. Capital is finding its way
into projects which may or may not be desirable.
I'e 1inproved feeling is tempting some ¢orpora-
tions, alroady loaded with debt. to inecrcase
their linbilities, and stock walering is again
suggested in certain plices without meeting
angry protests or increddlous snoers, Al these
things are indicative of an inereasing confidence
on the part of capital, and a growing desire on
the pars of ite owners to take ritks which they
wonld have shunned a little while ago.
‘*YWhatever cootraction inay occur between
July and January will not Le heavy enough in
itself to unnettle values cr precipitate panica.
After the latter dato it will be imperatively
necessavry that something shall be done to releass
the people’s money and to ceass the collection
of the millions for which tlie Governinent can
have no legitimate use,”
I

ILDWARD BLAKE,

I there were any fruth in the reported re-
tirement of the Hon, Edword Bleke from
political life an? t'e Joaderehip of the Likeral
perty, the pulle may be assured that it
would not be in the columns of lickspittle
journals in the pay of the Ministry at Ottaws
that the annoupcement would bs mude.

Hypocrisy, always disgusting, never ap-
pesred more detesfable than in those news.
papera which daring the late election stroggle
abused, slundered, villified Mr. Blake, did ali
in their power to prevent his accession to

will still control the ship of

INVESTIGATION has shown the cause of the

drawn up to a heli circle, These clutoher

whole bridge bad to fall. This shows that |

-
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- shoulders. hinging on a,falsehpcd of thelr own:
invéntion, and’ whine ‘their. regrets in this
faahion - L0

#'Thers 18 a_rumct ‘afloat, which we fear is.
not_altogetber ‘without’ foundation, that Me.
Blake hus serious thoughts of resigning his posi-
tion as lender’of the Tabaral party. Mr. Blake's
withdrawal from the field of active politics ~we
ook tipon . as s miortune, -not only to the
Liberal party, but to the ‘people of the whole
Domingien. There may be more skilful tacticians.
among Canadian_ etatesmen than Mr. Blake,
men ,more pliable and more ready to adapt
themselves to the varying circumstances of the
hour, but there is no’ publi¢, m.n in Canada of
finer intellect, of greater breadth of view, more
upright'and miore honorable. He iy one of the
very few men whose cdde* of "honor is the same
1n public as in. private life: The Canadian
people cannot afford to losz the services of a
mon of Edward Blake's cowmsnding talents
and pure and spotless character. They need
both his ability and his'exnr.n{)le. It may be
that Mr. Blake personally will bo benefited by
his retirement from public life, but the private
advantage will be gained at the expense of
areat and, au far as can be seen at present, 1tTe-
parable Joss to the people of Canada.”

Can it bo believed that the machine which
produced this tribute to the noblest of Cana-
dian public men was eogaged & few weeks
ngo doing the utmost of its power to ruin
this man of *‘commanding talents and pure
and spotleas charpet:r, and retainin power a
horde of corruptionists? »

Thete are occusions when langunze fuils fo
eupply adequate terms wherewith to properly
churacteriza the meacnesas of which buman
nature is capable, end this is one of them,

It ia satisfactory, howevir, to know thut
Mr. Blake has no ictention of retiricg, The
rumor lias been started in the interest of the
cliyue to whom his name i8 & terror. The

wish was doubtless fathor to the thought.

v
1

country from the grasp of & corrupt Govern-
Lub—

¥ What eun Cito do
Agaiast a world, a bage, deg uzrate world,
Which couits the yoke, and bows the neei to Ciesar.
Platarci tells ug that Cato's virtue would
hsvo saved Rome if the gods had not de-
creed her fall, The truth of the matter is,
the gods never decrec the fall ¢f s state to
long as there remaina in it & conrpetent num-
her of Catos to preserve ita liberties, Oneis
not suificient. Lot ua be thankful, there.
fore, thut Mr. Diake does not stund slone,
that he docs mot despair ; but with the gpirit
of youny Scipio after the battle of Cauri,
refusen to snrrender confidlence i Tis eountey.
Such iv our opinien of the man, wzud we be-
beliese our opinfon will be jastified by
comiog events,

ment,

. THE QUEBEC LEGISLAT!

s
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is i higuly interesting cosument.

Gifioultien the Mereier Ministry has usznmad
the Governmest of the Provinee and bow
necessary it is tha$ the new mazsgers ol
affairs ghoald Iave fair and ample opj ortunity
for carrying their policy inlo offzct.

The expla:ation giver of the financial coz-
ditioa of the Province must coavince the
most ardent partican of the late Goverament
that the change of Ministry has taken place
not a day foo toon, Indeed it appears evi-
dent that had the Government remained in
Liberal hapds from the time of Mr, Joiy, the
Province would not bein its presuns deplor-
able state of financial denudation, borrowing
to preserve the public hosor and credit would
not be necessery, and the most valuable ac-
seta of the Province would no% have been
alienated witkont visible prozecde. Ine for-
tunee of certain parties would, perhaps, be
less flourishing, but the Province would ros
be head over heels in debt, zor all immediate
and available roarces of revenue dried up.
No moro seathing comment on the condact
of Tory Government in Quebec coild be
imagined than the admitted fact that when it
pansed cab of existence the treasury wae
found swept bare of the last cent, and future
revenue hypothecated by churges imposed, it
would seem, with the very wantonness of
reckless extravagance.

The late Government when they puesed
their late Railway Subsidies Act, by wkich
land grante were made commutable into
mouney, mast have been aware of the finan-
olal difficultios in the way, and though we ara
pot inclined to find tault with a generons
railway policy, we look for prudemce and
reazonable foresight in its prosecution. In
this respect the late Government was to
blame, for thoagh they persisted to tho inst
that they bad a surplua, they cannot row
pretend ignorance of the nctual state of the
Provincial inances, From a party romnt of
view they may enioy the reflection that they
have imposed some kpotty problemns oa their
succes:ord, butthe people will hardlystareiua
feeling arfeing from a consciousness that their
money has been squandered, their properiy
wastod, their burdens increased and their
future imperiled.

The proposition to invite the governments
of the other provinces und of the Dominion to
a couferoncz to examine the fisancial and
other relations with the Federal Government,
is o movement highly ic the intercat of the
confederntion, The present Dominion Cabinet
will, in all likelihood, decline to respoad to
the iovitatiop, becuuse the existing system
gives tho centrul authority unlimited powers
ot bribery and coercion. The way in which
theee powers huve been exercised for party
purposes in the past is a pretty sure index
of how they will be used in the futare, and
shows kow lcath Sir John Macdoza'd will be
ko enaction any ckaxge in the constitution
which would alversely affect his Carling
policy of centralizntion.

However, a1the four origical provinees of
tho Dominioa are in the haods of Liberal
{joverumen’s, the movement for revisioa can
be pressed with promise af success. Since
fodernl enmcronshment# on provinoial rights
have become o grent danger, the recessity {or
clearly defining the epheres of faderal and
grovincial aatiority hus become abeolute,

-office, :and-now “turn.<round, - sides-- and 1

Mr. Blake has striven nobly to redeem his{

Y 3 o ol HO TR w ok . »

The specch by the alminisiva or a% the | qegire that the new Goverament st o1ld |
opening of the Quebec Logislature yesterday, | no ungecessary ode'azles thiown in their vay
which will be found elsewhere iu this iseue, | while enduiosing fo reeene the 'p!()'.'im:.c

alrendy iudicates, the conditions undér which
ithe, provinces entered: ‘Cosfedetat'on twenty
‘yenrs ag0 have dndergonc o complete chnage.
_Whilst the revenues they surrendered 16 . tho
Dominlon have incréused emormoasly, they
huve received a partial aad, a1 time has
sbown, a wholly inaiequata subsidy. At the
same time the expense of mainta'ning lozal
institutions ka3 multiplied. = .

out differently, it is safa to ray tha the pro-
position advaaced by Mr., Mervicr would
meot with a quick response from a Libera!
Government ot Ottawn, and the difficulties
which beset the administration of public af:
foirs and which unforturasely will continue
while Sir John remains in power, wouli goon
be obvinted. The policy of the Dominion
Premier hay be2en clearly defioed by -his
astione, aod we have his own cenfession of
dialike for federation anl prefzrence for o
legislative union, That policy i3 to reduce
the provincs to a condition of abzolute deper.
dence on Ottawa or render thie constitution
unworkatle, Kaowing this we canns$ think
that it js at all prebable thkat the Federal
tGovernment will countenance i step which,
if successful, would curtall its power
and render abtortive ull thos euntralizing
schemes by which an unscrapulous atfininis-

-tration bas mazazed to perpetiins its grup

on office.

Nevertheless we believe tta: uaited wnd
detzrmined action on the patt of the provinces,
in the way suggested by dr. Mercier, Facked
by a 8t-022 movement in the loase of Con.
moag, would compel the Federn! Govermment
1o comne to i naderstandiog for » revivion of
the ccnsiitution. It is evident thas exigt-
ing Capaliin institut'oas of guveroment are
tentutive, They connpt be ealled  fixed
o7 regarded ga permasnent in cny atnse, ror
ure they calenlsted to resist the sirain that
must toor come uyor them in the frce of im-
pending, incvitaklo complicatioas, To put
the Domin’oa House in ozder is there’ote the
grea® necessity of the progent. 1Y the Federal
Guvernment shonld refuse io take part in a
fair readjustment, there are woastituliv:ag
mezna for compelling ik, and we sre o5 with-
o1t Lope that hey wiil be foand adegnate,

Tae frnk, perspicuous sfatement of pro-
viacia! affi’rs contalned in the CGoverzor’s
spaech will cosfirm pullic contidenee in the
Mercier Goveroment, The progle row Liow
pretty aceuiately kow they stind, whas difhi-
culties bave to be met, Low it is pro
meet Then, a1d we are sare it is the g

iwve

fran the ualortuzase coadition in whizh they

A perusal of it will sbox under wkas grave found it,
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POLITICAL ETHICS.

Ail men admit that there are crrinin piiz.
eiples in politics which muset be observed, or
great evils to the State are sure {o entue,
Modera scientific study of history las csiub.
lished beyond question a mnateral law in
ethics, which is only 2 confirmaticn by human
reason of teschingathat have come down frem
remote antiquity, But in an age of rampant
materinlism, when success iv regarded as
the great criticism, men are ajpt to im-
agine that so long as the immediate
object zcught has been gained, the future
may take care of iteelf. Nothing could be
more pernicious. The moral law in buman
affairs is as certain iu its acticn us what we
are accustomed to call the naturailaw, Vice
in any of its forms is a violation of law and
iy destractive of personsl cheracter in the
individusl, aad when extensively practized
is rninous to society. So ia it in politicr.
Coaduct in public affairs which violates truth
and justice, though it may bLe dignified
with the name of policy and ex-
cused on the ground of * political
exigencies,” is as certain to entail punish-
ment ag that fre will burn, Were this oot
so this world would be a dismal placs in-
deed. Baut because the law of the Omnipec-
tent seems to work slowly, those who vor-
tare to dicobey it fancy they can escape, o:
by some clever device divert the punishment
to innocent heada, or putit off indefinitely,
Yet any man who paunses to reflect must
know that every action, nay, every thought
which suggestaadevistion fcom the immovable
standard of rectitude weakens the moral fibre
and renders the person so affected less able
to resist the temptation to wroog. ¢* He that
contemaneth small thiags will fall little by
little.,”

Views like these may seem old-fashioned
and obtrueive to these who, in the conflict of
partien, lnok for pothing but "immediate suc-
cexs in their undertakings, but where is the
man in Cavada to-day who does no: in his
hest held the exatted pority of Edward
Blake’s cheractar in higher estimation thun
the cuacieg of Sir John Moacdonald, though
tae  oi1e  was lesa. successtul at the
polls than the other? The tributes
now paid to Mr. Blake by the ministerial
press, on the presumption that he was con-
templating retirement from political life,
bring into lurid contrast the character and
conduct of the mer opposed to him, QOne of
tho most subservient of the organs declares
that hia retirement would be ¢ an irreparable
loss to Caanda,” snothor of them describes
him as * o man of pure and spotless charac-
ter, ’ No man could speak thus ot Sir John
Macdorald without raising a laugh,

But  while Mr. Blake's nobility
character is thus wdmitted by his
opponentd, it is impossible not to we-
tice their ill-conccnled joy at the pros-
pect of hie abondonment of a position
whero they have the greatest reason to dread
hie prezenze.  An administration comprising
men who have long since diveeted themeelves
of the faintest protences to honesty wonld
like nothing better than that a great and
good man should no lopger impeach them be-
fore the people whom they have ‘debauched

of

‘Partdermors, -aj--thé - Goverror’s  specch’

But had the recent Fedetal elections turned.

: 'wifgli’-bi-i berand depraved with™ the~bad ex?
ample of _'succes'aful'iniquity.

gt or e
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Conservative organs are counting on -4 'ma
jority in Parlisment whick they hope will be’
sufficiently subservient to coudone any'of the
ususl enormities of Macdonaldite misrule.;
Dat, though this is pot 'a reformed. parlia-
‘ment by sny mcans, it is & considerable im-.
provement on it immediate predecessor,
Unfortunaiely .nome of the mos} notorious
Boedlers have. been re-olected, showing a
wretohed stave of public niorala in the con
atituencies which have chosen such repre-
sentatives. Dut the wedge of disintegration

el

party, and it is not at all improltable that,
when the time ¢omes, cumbinations will be
discovered of - which there nre no surface in-
dications at present, :
. z_-m .
COMMERCIAL' UNION,

Public opinion is rapidly mataring in re
gnrd to the trade relations of Canadn and the
United Siates, 1t is felt-by commercial men
on both sidea of tie line that the encrmous
intrrests’ involved should be plazed on some
well uudcrsgond,‘pcému:im? hasis, Business
people recognizs the commercial element of
the preblem now pressing for solution, bat it
is in o politico-ceonomical cense that ma
troulle (xists, [fovstile tariffs edepted by
bath eountries have developed tae conmerce
of the continens on diferent lives, and no
arrangement, however wpparenily advsntea-
geous fur the fatu re, cun be considered with-
out references to existirg conditions and ic-
terests eatablished under a  deiiberately
adopted po'icy uni’ormly puresed for o num-
ber cf years.,

Canadians, like Americans, ars divided in
opinien as to what the cxaet nuture and azope
of the prozosed comaercin treasy should be.
While some advoento o limited revipreciy
confined 1o rew tasterial and natural pro-
dastions, othiers go much further ard propose
the almost total wbelitior ¢f the Customs
iine snd the negotiation of & freaty of ¢om-
mercial unioa.  The question i3 Deingy very
fairly and ably discussed by the preas of both
conntrics, au _partics showing u desirc to
arrive at o clear coaception of whas would be
the st for nil concerned,

The views of Americap advoiates of re-
ciprocity ure preity clearly defined, we pr:-
samr, iz the bill introduced iuto Congross by
My, Buiterwosih of Ohle, The peramble of
tae proporad measure recites thas unfortunate
contioversice  have arleen, auad etill exist,
batvern Cinuda and the Unied States ; and
thas io view of the coutiguity of thetw o coun-
Lries, and the similarity of interests of the
two pecples, the United States iv denirous
of removing all grounds of contioversy aed
promotizg  commercial interecurso betveen
tke twa conntries, end harmony between the
o goverzmenie,

Haw the objects here menticced are to be
attainc. iy unfolded in the enucting cliu-es
of the .~ which are an fellows :(—

Seetion 1. Whenever and a3 socn ag the
government uf tha faid Donioion of Canad:
shall by act of her psrliwmment permit all
articles of trade and commezce of whatever
nume eor natere, whether the producs of the
soil or thie walers of the United Stutes, or
manufactured ariicles, live stock of all kinds
and its products, mineral or coal, the pro-
ducts nf the minea of the Urited States, to
encer the ports of the said Dominion of Canada
tree of duty, then all articles manufactured ia
Canada, and il preducts of the soil and water,
and all minarals and coal, the product of the
miges of the said Duminion of Canada, and all
other articles of every name and description
produced 1n s2id Deminive of Cunads, shall be
pernitted to enter the ports of the United
States free of auty, it bring tha intention ot
this act to provide for absoluta reciprocity of
trade between the twe countries as to all articles
of whatevar rame or nature proluc:d in the
same countries respectively,

Seetion 2. When it shall be certibed to the
President of the United States by the proper
officials of the Government of thesnid Dominion
of Cannda that the #aid last mentioned Govern-

admis-ion into the por s of the said Governwent
of all articles of trade and commerce prodeeed
in the United States free of duty, the Presi-
dent shall make proclamation thereof, and slail
likewise proclaiw that all articles produced in
the suid Dominion of Cavada shall be admitted
into all the ports of the United States frea of
duty so long a8 the said Dominion of Canada
shall admit the products of the United States,
ads herein provided for, into her ports free of
uty.

Section 8. The secretary of the treasury is
hereby authorized, with the approval of the
Preaident of the United States, in connection
with the proper officials of the Government of
the eaid Dominion of Canada, to make rules
and regu'ations for the purpose of carrying into
¢ffect the provisions of this act, and Lo protect
the snid respective Roverninents agninst the
fmportation of foreign goods through either
into the other, and tho secretary of the treasmy
of the Upited States shall furnish to the cus-
toms officers of the United States cuch rules
and regulations for the purpose of guicing them
in the discharge of 1their dutics in respect of the
prosection of each of the snid governments
againgt improper importation of foreign goods
15 hiefein contemnplated,

There i8 nothing half and half abont those
clauses. Practicslly they mean absolute [ree
trnde between Canada and the Unitod States,
cusloms union ogsinet the outside world.
Commerciel unicn, in inot, on so broad a
Lasis that the Dominion wounld hecomoa a part
of the United States and soen become poli-
tically identified with them. Many perscns
will, thercfore, regard Mr. Butterworth's Jill
as annexaticn in disguise, But, however
desirons many Canadians may be to share in
the commercial proaperity thut would un
doubtedly ensue from unrestricted trade with
the Unpited States, there are somo very serious
obstacles in the way. Our reveane is prin-
cipally derived from customs  dutier,
and our obligations are esuch that
for a long period to come all the morey that
cau be eaised in that way will be pceded {or
purposes of government, Itizcalcnlated that
about twe-Siths of our imports are from the
Urited Stateg, a1l the duties on which would
b3 lost to the Dominion while undoubtedly
benefiting the importers and consumers. Qur
present Ottawa rulers wounld hurdly - view
with  satiafaction & reduotion’ of income
amoanting to ot lcast eight millions of do]lars

has been driven deep into the Ministerial (:

means for vindicating their righte,

ment by act of Parlinment hus authorized the §nornrninge  officers aad

‘d—.\
"8 Were" entered upon

Biparablelt -
ia the right spirit. -

.+ The pringipal objection’ to so extengivey
Fcheme, of reciprocity would probubly come
fxfom;Ca.'nadian maanacturera'. v'vho; Presnm-
‘ahlg, Wou_lrl be unable to cope with the engy.
mous capital and perfectod facilities of Ameri.
can .competitors. . But it is well (hat gh
whole st;bjgct should be discuseed ig al its
bearings, for it'is' plain that a ehangs mug
be made in the commercial relutions of the
two countries before long,

e ———

ROCKS AHEAD,

When the law fails to punish crime in

America it often happens that the individua)y
sggrieved or the community outraged by the
miscarriage of justice find a swift angd deadly
; ! So cfien
has this been the cage that sensiment hag
grown up and nas becoms largely recognis.q
by public opinion, which "aequite thoge who
take the l_u.'&' in their own-handa whey the
proper triburais fail in  their duty, It
is from this lwck  of confidence i,
the machinery of justice which g
led fo the establithment of the I, and
- Order Leagne, and those numerous assog),.
tions for the protection of women, minors
frmmigrants, and others whote wrungs wouki
go unfedreseed wera there not oiganiseq
societies to give eifset to the public senee of
justice, To the obaerver of the workings of
sceial forces, this in n very distinet nd\'.ance
towarde suarchy, und seems to jastify Prince
Krapotkin’s conclusien that ¢ the inq word
in the Gospel of Likterty iz cnarchy, ™ Deeply
a5 we must all deplore a ebate of affairs 5o
dangerous tothe public welfare, we must not
shrink frown contemylating it, It is our duty
to w:certain its cause and point ou the
remedy. Ibis o learful thiog when public
coafidence in the jast acmivistration of the
law of the lnad hes been shaken, Daubt,
uncertainky, confusion, result, awd mey VI
feel their rights insecure, az well pg those
who fancy they cio obtuin immunity fer
wreng doing, tale to onen violence or recrct
villiany to achieve their purposes, VWhen
seelety kay reached this condition life .ug
property  beecome  insecure, und great
secial disturbanzes must be looked for, pe.
vienge hus been called o sort ot wild Justice,
bu$ whena man sl.oste down another iny,men
court, w8 reyorted by telegraph te-day, ;nd
walks free with public appluveeard approvel,
there must be som«thing yadically wrony in
the institutions of the State where soch action
is posribie.
But this is only the soe™z] cide, for {he
person thus summarily puaished was tharned
with naabomicibie crime agninst a child .. 1t
wat donbtless the fecling that the ocdinsry
‘aw was ica lequate which prompted the girl's
Lrother to kill tho villain on the apuat. She
eame epirlt prevades the political wosll
tWhen governments trample on th: righta of
the people, and men intrusted with the dis-
charge of fun:tivns invelving the liberties of
the prople, deliberately thwart the populer
will by legal or other. quibtlee, they render
themselves cbuoxious to thie epirit, And
swwhen such conduct ie repeated and bacomes
& scondal snd dapger, there is every reason
fo dread violent reprisals. It wus this sort of
cfficial defiance which placted the seeda of re-
volution, and which led in muay countries to
these terrible convalelons which sent crowns
and heads rolling in the dust, destroyed all
government end filled the nations with
bloed snd terror. Haviag learned this
lezson from history, and kuowing what
human noture is capable of doing under
provozation, it is with s deep fecling of mie
giving that we note ominous sllusions in the
press to the necessity for forming extra-
judicin} nsaocintiozs to detect and punish
electorul nutrazes,

Ia the recent elections several seats were
stolen from the Opposition by partizan

otherns entrusted
with the duty of carrving oat the
law, The case of Queen's, N.B, is the

most npotorioua, Chatervguay was even
worge, but the Government were afraid te
take ndvontage of mo pulpatle au injustice,
Doubtless they caleulated thet by making s
ghow of fair dealing in ttut instonce they
could inasist all the more plausibly in holding
other seats obtained by similar methads.

But the partizsan Returning officer is a
creation of Sir John Macdonald’s. Mr, Mae-
lzenzie’a electior law deprived the Govers-
ment of the power of appointing their ¢wn
creatures. Bubt when Sir John forced the
Gerrymonder act through Parliament, he ir-
troduced o clause at the fuil ot iz giving the
(tovernment therightlo apyoint whomscever
they pleased to act asreturning ctlicera, iz-
gtcnl of sheriffa and registrars, a3 wag im-
perative under Mr. Mackenzie's act. Tiers
is, therefore, good reascn to believe thafl
gomsthing like coaspiracy against the people
obtained between ministers snd the parioze
appointed in several constituuncies to st as
returniog officers.
Quite nsturally this belisf hav jouzed &
fierce spirit in thoze whose rightie and liber-
ties have been invaded. Ard wiien a great
party in tha country La3 becoma convioced
that the tallot no longer affords a means of
redrose, aad that the Governmet is prepared
to resort to fraud, a time has arrived when
men must geriously consider what means of
radress will be the moat speedy and effective.
The destruction of public confidence in the
udminiatration of the common or the statu-
tory law fa an incaleulable misfortune to the
country; bub, great a3 that misfortuce
may be, it i3 iofinitely less  thano
the destruction of confidence in the
gource of law. This is the danger that
now menaces Cannda, Sir Johp, in his
eagerneas 1o retoin power, haa gone to
lengths tnt can only be deecribed as unen-
durable by those wko sufler thereby, The
cloud is visibly rising, snd the storm may
barst at any moment. Let us hope that it

ayear, The difficulty, however, is not in-

may not exceed conatitational bounds,

A



