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The hope for the civilization and happiness of
the earth bound up with the Bible. .
With rising esrnestnoss the Cambridge Pro-:
fessor of Philosophy makes.this declaration;—-;
«Tt is for the student do determine whether
any system of liberal edué¢dtioncan be regarded
a3 complote and generous whieh does‘not in-|
clude thorough study of this great ' body of |
Hebrew and Chiistian literature, ¢ 'My oWwn |
strong conviction i8 that the only hope for'the
civilization and the happiness of’ the genera-
tions that are to come in this English-speaking
world depends on'the continuedraverent study
of the English Bible. Especially is-this-true'in
regard to those few great !doctrines;: ‘those
undorlying truths, :80 ‘simply-:and " briefly ‘ex-
pressed, which I have ventuied - to call: the phi-
losophy of the Jewish and Christitn Seriptures.
For, know it well, the only choice for us; in
ihis piping nineteenth'century, - lies:'between
this old philosophy of the Hebrews and the
philesopby of despair; - the pessimism of Hiirt-
mann and Schopenhauer”? vt baue s
The Bible is an old" book, but-it is’ not 2n
antiquated book; it is a'book: foi' him' who
would accustom himself “to' ‘highls” thouphts
nobly expressed; a'book ‘for' him “als6 Who
would perfect himself in social 'science, dhd
who would form an adeéquate idea of the endur-
ing causes of national charatter; ‘s bock. for
every man who, in the recognition of® God,
“rufing the world in righteoisness,” can saye
himself and those around hii'from the '** piti:
ablo ery which declares existence to be ' bur-
don and a wrong, and bids'us eat, “drink’and
. rot.” This bools “is profitable for doctiine,
for veproof, for correction, for imstructionin
righteousness, that the man of “God ‘may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished ‘unto all good
works.” o a - .

A CHURCHMAN'S POLITICAL .RE- .
SPONSIBILITY. .

1t is not without feeling the pressure of the
importance of the subject that we draw the
atlention of our readers to it at this time. "To
say that the present ig a critical “hour is anly
to say what may be repeated every hour, for
buman affairs within the spheres of politieal
and religious life, as truly as within those of
science and speculative philosophy, have at-
tained additional impressiveness . from :‘the
rapidity of movement which .is 8o character-
igtic of the age. At such a time, watchfulness
and prudence ave especially needed. In days
of quict and slow progress, when men are cajm
and cool, and when opportunity is.given for a
careful and patient consideration of. all-sur-
rounding circimstances, there may be the less
need for the quivering sensitiveness that is
nceded in days of rapid transformstion, “In
this age of inventive skill and hold daring,
when the mind ig active, and ‘facilities for ‘the
utmost freedom of individual éi\'(erﬁ)y:‘isé' are
plentiful, it is most needful to guardl‘hll in-
terests, civil and religious, with great care,
:mfl to act with the utmost caution, and with
Pprinstaking fidelity to great. principles. “With
these views in our mind, we desife to awaken
the attention of our veaders to the duty im-
Pﬂﬁet‘l on all Christian people. of, faxthfu]ly
b.cﬂ_!‘fn.g and discharging their pol‘iticalrrespbna
sibilities, . e e e
A strange teaching has perverted the in:
Jun‘c‘tlon of Holy Sél'jﬁtﬁi:e which ,'téascli'és,"t’lgf
to llove not the wozld, neither the ﬂiingé that!
are in the world.”. - It would -be s sore:loss:tol
the nations if Christizs meh did ot disgrimin-
ate between ‘that which i ot d1reéﬂ}fa‘1ﬁled

,,,,,

with Christisnity, snd that which standy in
direct antagonism to it. That the governing
powors' *6f ' States’ .h'q:wre:_ _t'o;d often’‘béen un-
friendly; to the Church of Christ, even when
thé Chuirch was wise emough to- know, her.own’
sphere and to keep within it; is but ‘plain mat-
te'r .of history,” But it'is' false reasoning to,
conclude, that the powers of ‘this world are
aver to be far-removed, from sympathy with’
tHe Ohurck, or continuein-undying. antagon-
jBih to'it, 'Whatéver may be the attitude of
these powers in 'other’ lands, in" our own land;
at the present day no such ‘antipathy prevails.:
Under the 'worsti circumstances; the citizen
must not be lost in-the Christian, for no teach-'
inf beter fits for citizenship than Christian’
teaching;. and, the Chitistian' is the’ highest,
type,of citizen.. Every citizen has duties from
which: religious profession’ cannot ahsolve him. |
Niy; a/trie interpretation: of our holy religion
would’ bind its"dibciples by indissoluble besids:
to the faiihfil'diachiirge. of the duties of every
velation of Jife, and. to this 25 one,of, the chief.
Not does 4-mere observance. of:Jaw . preacribe
the limits of obligation. -There are dutios that
&riéfpd'fé;:mfﬂ#t&d 85 gbfn‘hlnﬁqu',” gnd’ the pen-
alty of whose neglect ¢’ not pigscribed. Pro:
minent amongst these ave the duties arising
from the relation which ‘éach man:eustains to
thie nation‘in which he dwells.~ We-refer more
particularly 10 the duty of caeh ‘ising 'bis
mieasure of influence in’ the sphere of national
politics. :Indolence, cowardice or selfish indif-
forerive’ moy ‘lead:a man to withdraw himself
fiom thesk''troublesome and perplexing mat-
fors. Some. may refuse to parti¢ipate in poli-
tical affairs from. fear of suffering diversion
from more religious and spiritual matters, . but
it 'is not'the highest style of religious life that

1

sceks 1o screen’ iteelf from the dangers to
which duty. may expose it. The noblestkind

itself amidst the distractions and .dangers of
duteous toil;’"An “autocratic  govermment is
held,;in gbhorrence in our fres )and, ‘where
political rights have boen hardly won, and are
pow freely and widely enjoyed. . But political
righta impoge ‘political vesponsibilities ; and
'ihese' cintibt ‘bé ignored without dishdnor to
'the ‘individual &nd injury to the community.
|One effect of -the, withdrawal of Christian men
ifrom the toils:and dangers. of political life. i
\the throwing hieavier burdens on the shoulders
of dih'éifg; "This'is &b unfairness. ‘Noi"ils'i?
'less a wrong to “Tesve in 'the hands’of more
thoughtless, men tihe _management of such
ioravei:duties. The nation needs its best mon
to be st the front inall pational affairs.. To
Christisnize" the State, every Christion' ‘st
oo asogiding to,his ability snd bpportatity, s
statesman. Every.man shou

""" i, at the. lesst,
imake himself familiar with the greab.guesbionﬂ.
"tliat_' : a;glité.ip ‘the’ publie mind; he shlo‘u}d seek
to form & juat judgident’upon’ them; "and to,
throw his measure of pfipente into the scale
in favor of. wise and, just . measures.. Nover.

“|iwas the voice of the: people: more potent than

“therefote]" wis it more- needful
oice’ should "'\spe'n_k';H,el
ginent,, 'Calm roflec-

td:day ; never,- therefor
than pow that “thst ol
‘words of wisdom, ang jpd . _
tioh,:onugresat.i national , questions:. will guard,
meti" froin“thé contagion: of ;undue x_excitemel‘nt.
Eé'f_‘fb_bé’{iﬁip lls'g'af.'df: t}&?tﬁ@sionﬂ?ﬂtzroj;«_is.- “"-:‘
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of religious. life is_that which cin ‘maintain|

1 To use political rights under the guidance
of religious principlos, and not to ignore them
on the pretense of guarding religions senaibil-
ity ; to study political questions in the light of
the same principles, not merely to be able to
bronounce a right judgment upon them, but
wlso with a view to right action; to exert
one’s individual influcnce calmly, and under
the comtrol of high principles in every way
which is lawful and right; to bear.a measure
of the burden as well as.to rejoice in the fruit
of other men's labors, constitute al once the
duty and the high prerogative of every man
who professes and calls himself a Christinn.
Whatever may bo the exsternal rolations of the
Church and the State, jt is the bounden duty
of every faithful Churchman to aid in the
moral and intellectual, the social and economi-
cal welfare of that State to which his very
Churchmanship binds him with strong, endur-
ing and sacred bonds.

VAL UE OF THE CHRISTIAN YEAR.

Every departure from the system of the
Church is a loss to ‘individual character, and a
woakening of belief and worship; it is the sure
precursor of individualism, and, it may be, of
heresy.. Our safety—the safoty of priest and
people—is living and working in the life and way
of the Church.” N

These pregnant words ave takon from an ad-
dress recently delivered by a Canadian prelate,
and they sufficiently indicate the value {o us of
our Church’s method of teaching.

1. Tho Church’s method is well adapted for
the formation of individual charactor,

- 2, It enables us to traverse every year tho
whole ground of theological belief and worship.

3. It is invaluable in preserving to us, not
only truths in the bost “ form of sound words,”
but also Christian truth is & perfect whole with
the relation of ‘all its parts in their oxact pro-
‘portion.

It is the weakness of Dissent that its method
favors what is called above * individualism.”
That is, men: establish reputations for them-
'gelves by their personal gifts, their peculiar
'tenets, or their habits of thought. One minis-
.ter:is adored because he preaches so oflen on
this or that theme: with so murked ability;
‘another because:he has this or that teait of
‘character which commends him to his “audi-
-ence.” The Dissenter wants a sermon to his
taste,.and will ““ tale his money " wherohecan
get it May God-in his meroy avert from the
ié’hurch‘this degradation of ‘the Divine offico of
‘preaching. A’ teaching Church must have
‘faithful preachers—mon who’'areé not afraid to
‘declare the whole‘counsel of God; to follow in
their plain expositions of the Word tho circlings
of the. Christian -year, giving prominence 'to
that which the Church of God in all ages has
testified to as of supreme importance; the In-
carnation, with its clear and manifest teachings
‘on the Divinity of the Son of God ;' the Atona-
ment, with all its lessons of comfort, strength,
and grace; the Resurrection and Ascension of
‘the Liord Jesus Christ; and the descent of the
‘Holy Spirit; connecting with these great fucts
of the Creed all that whicl is a logieal and in-
‘evitable consequence, the unchangeuble charac-
ter of human responsibilily, the -assured day
and universality.of judgment, the cortuinty of
everlasting reward and of' eternal punishment.
‘The value -of the Charch’s system is that her
liturgic, worship, her chosen collects, her ap-
pointed. lessons from Holy Scripture, her Euch-
aristic readinge of Epistle and Gospels] all over-
gshadowed : and .consecrated -by w«r’reverent
spirit,-will if conscientiously adhéred to, leud
the preacher into a right spirit of exposition.—
| Family Churchman.- .. . T




