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A CONVERSATION
BETWEEN A COUNTRY PARSON AND ONE OF HIS
UPON THE § gt
UBJECT OF THE CHURCH SOCIETY.

BY THE Ruv. W. STEWART DARLING,
Tncumbent of Christ's Church, Scarborough.

bnllzeel‘mg a deep in'terest, in common with the great
€ of the clergy, in the prosperity of The Church
y atl?ly 0;' the Diocese of Toronto, and being sensible
. \]:led uture wel(:are and extension of the Church
b andel' God, mainly depe'ndant on the hearty sup-
g general co-operation afforded to it by the
— :Jen of the diocese, T had been endeavouring to
i gebn.eral at(e.ndance of the parishioners at the
wiich, wpn lic meeting of our Parochial Association,
¥ :ltlo:e held shortlyin our little country church.
edilienig : ‘ed upon many of my parishioners,and obtain-
R l[:} ::::;: ::, :ttendaflc.e, Ihad turfled m y borse's
thecalm beautyofan sutvunnat cvemmg, 1 peg )0
. ; : . one more
e e e
; . 4
t':ed ‘bouse at home, Hyeow:ism:l:gintt};;igood g
wvery: worth gent farmer,
B e Y man, who had recently nnmin e o
g y - 0 Was 1o a great degree ignorant of the
Dature of the Society. I felt convinced, however, that
If T could succeed in enlisting his understanding’ and
his sympathies on bebalf of the object I had in view
I should not only be sure of his attendance but of hi;
;l‘lpport: My hopes of finding him at home were not
l_sappomlc.d, and after the usual salutations had been
::::itang.ed. in a friendly and cordial manner, a conver-
luednb::$2:(: ;: substance to that which follows en-
Parson.—1 called this evening, Mr. Heyric, to ask
{;)l;) toh attend our Church Society meeting, which is
. tz eld up at the church next week. I want you
objemcor;\e, for we ?ught all to be interested in the
— t: 8 tha't meeting. The Church Society will
b rive till al.l the members of each congregation,
i g and old, rich and poor, enrol themselves as
mbeys ?t‘ the Parochial Association.
e Ianshzoner.—l am very glad you have called, sir,
% wanted very much to ask you about this Church
thh lety ; for. to say the truth, though I've heard some-
;’g about it, I don't half understand it.
Oflh:rs..o"Dia»you not rfeceive one of the annual reports
o gl;ty 8 proceedings, which I circulated tHtough
connim:' In the commencement of it there is the
e law:mkl,yo:q}:?eh S.oc}ety, together with the rules
read that report ?“ RGO, Dett. e 1
ﬁnepfyaji’;;,_il,m'ieed I have, sir, and there's a deal of
e ang 11 I, and I see by it that there is both
T N ;l‘nd given for good uses all over the
I don‘s ,r lutl or all that there is a good deal about it
sl ightly lfnderetand, and if you are not in a
at urry,yI wish you would explain it to us.
Jectsai:g_“ by, the regdiest way of explaining its ob-
iy bo l:efe.r you again to the constitution, contained
S eginning of the ger.mral report; and as I have
Firet thmy pocket, we will go through it together.
Miahéd fen, you see it is a Missionary Society, esta-
Wil ,m' thf: support of clergymen of our Church
Seithe this dl.oce?e-f'or assisting poor miunisters by
e tlﬂismg their stipends—for providing some support
o 1em wh?n worn out by age, exertion and infirmi-
8, and unfit for work, as well as for their widows

an

de:th""l’}:‘fns after they themsclves are removed by

Sﬂcie; I'hat is the first class of objects the Chuich
Y has in yiew, and I am sure no one can deny

ST Neuce,

Pan'sh.—No, sir, that they can’t, and I am sure 2
man must know little about the country not to know
E at missionaries are badly wanted in all parts of it.

here are, as I hear, whole districts with only one or
two clergymen in them, and we can all name ever so
. Many townships about us where the people never see
the face of a .minister of the Church, uoless you or
'°{“e other of the clergy about go out to baptize their
ch.lldren now and then. I am glad, too, that some-
th"lg is going to be done for those missionaries who
are old and worn out, and for their families after they
are gone; for the clergy are too poor in this country
%o lay up fora rainy day, as the saying is, either for
themselves or their families.

Paf.—Next you see the Church Society, as the
Constitution shows, is a Society for promoting educa-
tion, by assisting in the support of Day schools and

unday schools conducted according to the principles
of the Church.

Parish—That's good,—that's good. I wish we

a dag.[ school like that here. Before we had the
OPportunity of sending our boys to the Sunday school,
Sent word up to the schoolmaster we had in the part

for 104d., and other books remarkably cheap. In the
sa_me.buflding as the Depository, though not connected
with it, is the printing office of The Church newspaper,
an excellent journal for churchpeople, especially in the
C_O““"'y, for it not only affords them religious instruc-
tion, and_all information connected with the Church, but
it a_lSO gives them all the interesting news of the day.
Besides this Depository for the sale of books, there
are other branch Depositories, established for the same
pusprusey in several parts of the country; and the
Society is now encouraging the establishment of a
small I?epository in each district of the Province.

Parish—Why, what a pity itis that thisis not

more knov-vn amongst the people. It is not very long
since I paid double the price you mentioned for some
Prayer-Books for my boys.
3 P‘}T-—"l‘h? last object which the Church Society
a;’:; e’:dﬂe‘_ﬂ is to assist in the building, keeping up,
; owing of churches and parsonages, and the set-
ting apart of church-yards and burial-grounds.

Parish—All very good, I'm sure. Indeed it is
hard to say which is the best or the most important
amongst the objects which you have mentioned ; but
?vhere does the Society get the money to do all this,
it must take a large sum ?

rar.—1t would indeed take a large sum to carry
out fully «lt tlhie opjects which th‘éﬂbcfety’
and we cannot hope to do it for years to come. The
Society has only been in existence five years, and
though the success which has elready attended its
efforts is considerable, yet it is still, comparatively
speaking, with it the day of small things. The only
source to which it can look for the funds necessary to
carry out its holy objects is, the free-will offcrings
of the members of the Church; and to obtain and
gather these together, and devote them to the objects
I have named, is the purpose for which the Church
Society was formed.

Parish.—But why should a Society of this kind for
the support of the clergy be formed at all? The
government pays the greatest part of all your stipends,
does it not, sir ?

~ Par.—Most certainly not. ~ That is an idea which
seems to be ingrained into the minds of the people,
and a most difficult thing it is to banish it. The
government affords no more countenance to the Church
in this Colony, than it does to any of the dissenting
religious denominations ; and T don't know a single
clergyman in the diocese supported by the government,
unless perhaps a few who receive an allowance for the
duties they do as Military Chaplains. When a regi-
ment is stationed near a clergyman, he is called upon
to give them service, to visit the sick in the hospital
and so forth, and for this he is paid by an allowance
from the military chest.

Parish.—Well! I am surprised at what you say.
I know that you, sir, are not supported by your con-
gregation, further than by the small sum arising from
the pew rents; and I always fancied that you drew
the rest of your stipend from government.

Par—Not at all. I have nothing to do with the
Government, and am neither appointed nor paid by
them. = I, and the great bulk of the clergy in the Dio~
cese, are supported by the unfailing bounty of one of
the great Missionary Societies of the Church of Eng-
land—the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign. Parts, which (with the other great Society in
England, the Society for Promoting Christian Know-
ledge,) has cherished the Church in these Colonies
from the very beginning. There is scarcely a single
parish in the whole Diocese which has not experienced
the liberality of these Societics, and many are in the
same position as our own parish—that is, the clergy-
and sometimes by both in build-
hing them with books for ser-
hools.

is given by the other,
ing the churches, furnis
vice, libraries and Sunday-sc
Parish.—It's a great pity all thisis not better knowa
among the couutry folks; for this I'm sure of, that
scarce one in a bundred kuows the rights of the case,
why they say that you all draw great salaries {"0’"
the public money, and I don't know what else. h l:[:
sure we Church people ought to be greatly beho ed
to the Societies in England which you have meDllO”; ;
though 1, for one, knew very little about :hem]ort\lvle:e
they are doing for us, until now. But surely s
Societies, if they knew how badly the people mhe]
back settlements were off, would not rep=e to p

them. s
P —They e wll s o2 T B
v . 8 o

tution which exists, for our oughiahet arevery

co.m.munica(ion‘ with the‘rlré‘-";'l“:ot supply. our wants s
willing (as their de%de"t there are many reasons which
far as they are ab, assisting us to a greater extent
prevent thf'epady i

than the'  what are those reasons?

Jar.—The first is, that a large share of their funds

of the country where we were, that I wanted my boys
taught their catechism, and he sent word back ags:
that he would not do it, for it was against the g«
that therefore I might teach them myself, Mg
boys to be good scholars, but I want th e be geog
christians too; and they should be + °© S dony o
8chool as well as at church.

Par.—The next object t

desires to gj : ;

to direct its eff .

deservi e eﬁxo, in consequence of want of
Tving Yyoung mg

means s of pursuing those studies which

are ne;;:‘:llm?h them for the ministry.

Payi- - ~Well nowl call that an excellent thing,
aps ms_h there had been something of that sort long
S5 f‘?l‘ it puts me in mind of Tom Martin's boy.
.,om lived in the settlement I came from, sir; he had
':.mlll farm, and had been in a better way of life, and

much thought of by all the neighbours ; he had a

‘;:: of learning for a man like him, and he wasa

e anl’hf:ellow too; but young Tom was a deal sharper

cohsidlsf“her' and a wonderful scholar the boy was

tin bile“rmlgr all the sc!mnling he ever got. Tom Mar-
wag.c:ie :“ a stiff churchiman, and young Tom
cheistian P":mﬂ;; old block in that way, and a better
foad. [ oft at lad I believe never walked the
would hay " anq often thought what a minister he

at, sir e m:de if he had had but the learning; but

Work gy Jou know he could not get, and so he bad to

away on the farm with his father, and g0 he

ays did till I lost sight of them. 3
n:_lndeed I doubt not there are numberless
ar:“:h:‘here many respectable and excellent youug
eir poy o thf miuistry, for no other reason than

¥ the ro:"ﬁ‘ We must go on, however. You see

COnstit g Tth class of ubjects which is mentioned by the

m'°“’_ that our Church Society is a Bible, Prayer
isti and Tract Society. Now I am sure there is no

"ifcul:t?nman but must allow the great importance of

our Churg.htbe Holy Scriptures; and no membe'r of

itig ¢ ¢h but must be sensible how great an object
send abroad through the diocese the Prayer

s ‘Prea:((ii such other books and tracts as are calculated

Jeuus Ch ."he knowledge of the only true God, and

Views wh‘"st whom He hath sent, according to those

the ‘lch are held and taught by our own branch

Catholic Church.

Spea:;:h'TNQ one can deny that, I am sure; and
ing al§ % b°°|fs and tracts, I see in the report some-
fum ofo‘;: their being “ circulated through the me-

What thi t“e DePOSilory ;" now 1 don’t understand

Poy & D_“Pository" is.
which }:sllt, 1s a book-store in King Street, Toronto,
Purpose of €en set up by the Church Society, fm: the
Bibles o f“"‘nmhing, at the lowest possible prices,
and !r;msesm'}]ems' Prayer Books, and oth?r F)ooks
the ¢ setting forth the doctrine and discipline of

€

¢ aich the Church Society
18, to grant assistance to

instn
Mmep

d | really much poorer than ourselves.

Cre I‘lol:r(:h of England. Youn can get a good Bible
1s. 3d., a Testament for 7%d., a Prayer Book

comes from the free-will offerings of people who are
I have heard it
stated that one of the Missionary Societies in England
receives £15,000 a-year, from the penny-a-week sub-
scriptions of the labouring poor. Now, there is no
comparison between the wealth of an English labourer
and that of the bulk of the people in this colony.—
We are far more able to help ourselves than they are
to help us: and I suppose you will admit it to be un-
reasonable that the poor should help those who are
comparatively rich.

Parish.— There is no disputing that, Sir, it's true;
but then if we are better able to help ourselves thar
some of the people at home, still, there are thousands
of rich people there who could help us a deal without
feeling it.

Par.—Very true: but if those rich people of whom
you speak, see that though we could do a great deal
for ourselves, we put our hands behind us and wait
for them to do everything, do you thiuk tkat a likely
way to secure their sympathy or assistance ?

Parish.—Why, no.—We don't deserve that they
should lend us a helping hand, if we don't put our
own shoulder to the wheel.

Par.—Exactly, Mr. Heyric; and it is in order to
enable us to put our shoulder to the wheel with effect
that the Church Society was formed. However, be-
sides those which I have mentioned, there is ar.other
still more sufficient reason for their not rendering us
more assistance than they do already, and that is,—
that, though willing to do so, they are not able. It
is not very long since there were only six Lishops in
all the colonies of Great Britain, and mow, as you
would see by the interesting and very valuable list ?f
Dioceses of the Reformed branches of the Catholic
Church, at page 88 in the Appendix to the Annual Re-
port of the Church Society, there are twenty-one: and
in the course of another year or so there will probably
be upwards of twenty-five. Now, for the support of the
Charch and Clergy in these Dioceses, the Societies in
England are to a greater or less extent looked to, and
if their income was double what it is, they could not
answer §o many demands made upon them from every
quarter of the globe. They therefore expect (and
expect justly) that we should be up and stirring on
our own behalf;; for we should be preparing ourselves
for that day, which cannot be far distant, when they
will withdraw, at all events from the older settlements,
that assistance which they at present render.  You
see, therefore, that neither from the Government nor
from the Missionary Societies of the Church in EI:lg-
land, can we look for much further aid in supplying
the spiritual wants of this Diocese.

Parish.—That’s as plain asa pike-staff, as the say-
But then, there are the Clergy Reserves—

ing is. 5
em? can we get nothing from

What is become of th
that quarter?

as in view]"

!

Par.—It is useless to build our hopes upon the
Clergy Reserves. A large portion of the most valua-
ble of them have been sold, as you know, and the
share of the funds arising from the sale which has
been given to the Church, is far too small to meet even
her present wants.  As for those which remain unsold
we have twice petitioned the Government, that in-
stead of selling the land, they would give us the small
share (little more than one-quarter of the whole) which
may belong to us in land, and let us manage it the
best way we could. This, however, they have refused
to do; and the mode in which much of it is being
disposed of; is such as to leave little hope of its proving
| of much service towards the extension of the Church,

Parish—1t does seem a hard case, that after ta-
king away almost three-fourths of the most valuable
of the Church’s property, that the Government should
refuse to let her have the management of the remain-
ing quarter. It seems a strange way for the Church
to be treated by the State.

Par.—It does indeed: however, we have nothing
to do but to submit. They know that with us it is a
religious principle, continually inculcated upon us by
the Ch?rc‘l‘l, togl;z\:y thﬁ powers that be, even to ourown
10 ¢ 0‘1])‘(;;, is to act, wisk -}.’.-._lﬁr.f";'! _tg'r_g%
as a Clergy Reserve in existence. It must now be
evident to you, that we must depend neither upon the
Government, the Missionary Societies of the Church
in England, nor the Clergy Reserve Fund, to supply
the spiritual destitution of this Diocese.

Parish.—It's a plain case, Sir. There are no two
ways about the fact, that whatever is done for the
Church now, must be done by the Church folks them-
selves: but it will be hard to convince a deal of the
folks of the truth of this, They have been so used
at home to have all the blessings of the Church pro-
vided for them without cost, that it won't be easy to
persuade them that here, ¢f they want them, they must
pay for them.

Par.—Still we must endeavour to convince them
of that truth; for never, till the people understand
the true position in which the Church stands, will
they give that general and hearty support to the
Church Society which is necessary to its success.—
And this I am sure of, that if intelligent laymen would
make themselves acquainted with these things, and
with the nature and objects of the Church Society,
they could most materially assist the clergy in over-
coming the ignorance and prejudices of the people on
these subjects.

Parish.—Very true, Sir; and that reminds me
that though you have explained to me the objects
which the Society wishes to carry out, and have con-
vinced me that it is high time for us to exert our-
selves in its behalf, yet I must ask a few questions
about its nature, for I don't very clearly understand
the management or working of it.  Who are they who
are to become members of the Society ?
Par.—Zvery person belonging to our communion.
'I:he Society is so formed as to be capable of embra- |
cing every baptized member of the Church, whether |
they are young or old, rich or poor, male or female, |

{ and we must never rest satisfied till the members of

the Church, and the members of the Society are alike
in number.

Parish.—DBut bow is this to be managed? How
shall we gather together the offerings of a people so
widely scattered as the members of our Church?
Pur.—This may bé managed without much diffi-
culty in those parishes or townships where there is a {
clergyman residing ar. statgdly. yigiting: for. hv. the
Churchwardens, and such of the parishioners as may
be appointed, form what is called “a Parochial Asso-
ciation or Committee of the Church Society.”” The
duty of this committee is to call upon every member
of the Church within the parish, and invite them to
Jjoin the Society—and any sum which they may give,
however small, makes them members of the ‘ Paro-
chial Association.”

Parish.—That seems a very good plan. But after
the money has been gathered together in this way,
how is it disposed of ?

Pur.—The Parson of the parish, or the parochial
Treasurer, if’ one be appointed, receives it, and if the
township where it was collected is situated in the
Home and Simcoe Districts, he sends it direct to the
Treasurer of the Parent Society in Toronto, or if it
is in any other District, he sends it to the Treasur-
er of the “District Branch of the Charch Society,”
that is the person appointed in each District to re-
ceive all the funds received within its bounds for the
purpose of the Church Society.

Parish.—Aud who is it, Sir, that conducts the bu-
siness of the Society, and determines the way in which
these funds shall be expended?

Par—The Bishop of Toronto is President of the
Society. Everything is considered and discussed at
the meetings of the Society, Leld on the first Wed-
nesday in every month, at which meetings every incor-
porated member, and there can never be less than one
hundred, and there may be three hundred or even
more, is at liberty to attend, and express his opinions,
or suggest what he thinks may be of advantage. At
these meetings there must be at least six incorporated
members present, and nothing can be done without the
sanction and approval of the Bishop. When any very
important measure is to be considered, a month’s no-
tice, or sometimes two months’ notice is given of it in
The Church newspaper; so that persons in all parts
of the Diocese may be aware of what is going forward,
and may have an opportunity of attending and stating
their views. Besides this, a report of the proceedings
of pvery Monthly Meeting—of all the business trans-
acted—of all monies received and expended, is regu-
larly published each month in The Church; so that
every member of the Society may, if he pleases, be |
perfectly aware of all its proceedings.

Parish.—1 see, Sir, that there is a Standing Com-
mittee, 1always thought that these sort of Societies
were managed by a Committee.

Par—The Standing Committee do not manage
the business of the Society; their duty is simply to
prepare matters for its consideration: and the practice
of the Society is to refer all applications for grants of
money to this Committee, for it to report upon. The
Standing Committee also examines all the accounts
before they are submitted to the Society for payment.
Parish.—1I am sure we could not trust what we have
to give in better hands. If there is so much consider-
ation used in expending it, we may be sure it will be
laid out to the best advantage.

Par.—We have every reason to expect s0: and the
Society is most jealously careful that all its doings, and
particularly all its money matters, should be open to
the world.

Parish.—But, Sir, some of the townships may
be so badly off themselves, for means to build or finish
their own churches, that I'm afraid they won't like to
send much money out of their own neighbourhood.—
The Church Society won't get much in such places.
Par.— By subscribing tothe Cburch Society such pa-
rishes not only do good to others, but they benefit them-
selves. The people would not, as a general rule, give

the money which they subscribe to the Church Society
to any other charitable objeet ; they would not think |
it worth while to give a quarter, or half, or even a}
whole dollar towards building or finishing a church, }
but they would often give such a small sum to the So- |
ciety. Well, these small sums, when collected from
many persons, come to something; and when it is

have the power of calling back three fourths of the

sun, ‘ta be expended in their own parish: they may
spnél upon their church, or their Sunday-school, or
an' such purpose they please, as long as it is included
injhe objects of the Church Society.

Parish.—He was a wise man that framed that plan,
tht's asure case. When the folks understand that
it § to do good to themselves as well as to others, they
wa't be backward in subscribing: I see plainly that
thi Church Society is a fine thing.

Pay.—No doubt of it, Mr. Heyric: it is from the
funis of our Parochial Association that our Sunday-
schyol has been supported, prizes bought, our church
insyred, and our library increased. The three-fourths
of vhateyer we raise is always at our command, if we
require it; s that, in fact, it it only one-fourth that
goe; away from the parish, and is applied to the gene-
ral yu s of this Society.

Parish—"The only thing, Sir, that Tam afraid of is,
thatif jt does so much good to ourselves, it will not be
of muéﬁae to others ; one-fourth of the funds received
!‘ isa mﬂ portion to support travelling Missionaries, and
i the W’}d’we and Orphaus of the clergy, and those of

u it in the same light,

~extension of the Church, as if there was no such thing | willing than they often are to fall in with the ofher

means which the Society takes for increasing the funds
| for arrying out its general objects. It is one of the
| lawsof the Society that in every church in the Diocese
| thers shall be four collections made every year, and
overthe proceeds of these collections the congregations
| which make them have no control; two of these col-
i lectins go towards the support of travelling Mission-
aries—one towards the fund for sustaining the Widows
and Orphans of the clergy, and the fourth is applied
| to any other object embodied within its Constitution,
| as th: Bociety may from time to time direct.
Purish.—All 1 can say is, that in my poor judgment
therenever was framed a wiser or more admirable in-
stituton of its kind; and you may count on me, Sir,
and il my family, doing everything in our power to
forward it. You said, I think, just now, that the So-
ciety has been in existence for five years: what sup-
port has it met with, and what has it effected during
that ime?
Pa—The degree of success which has attended
its eforts is of the most encouraging nature.

holdig real estate; and donations in Jand to the ex-
| tens, I believe, of about 10,000 acres, have been made
I)by private individnals. It now also supports ten Mis-
sinaries, and has sent abroad, through the length and
" treadth of the Diocese about 3,000 Bibles; 3,500
| New Testaments; upwards of 8,000 Prayer-Books;
| tnd more than 101,000 books and tracts, all contain-

‘ ing useful information and sound religious instruction.

It numbers now nearly 3,000 subscribers, and its in-
come, during the past year, amounted to £2,777, the
mode of expending which is shown by the Report.

Parish.—Tnstead of calling it the day of small things,
we might almost call it the day of great things, if we
did not see when we look upon the province at large,
that, all this when compared with our need, is but a
drop in the bucket. Still even now the society must
be doing great good, and every one ought to feel it a
privilege to help on the good work, by joining it im-
mediately.

Par.—Yes, Mr. Heyric, that is what we require,
we want Every one to join it, we have now not quite
3,000 subscribers, but the returns in the Report shew
that the average amount of our congregations in this

| Diocese, amount altogether to upwards of 32,000,

scribers; what might we not hope to effect if we bad
what we might soon have, viz., 80,0007 Farnestly
ought eyery sincere Churchman to strive and pray for
the extemsion and prosperity of the Church Society.

Parish—Indeed we ought all to do so, sir, and, as
1 said beiore, you may count upon us giving to it, and
doing forit all in our power.

Pay.— was sure I would gain your support for it,
as soon gs you thoroughly understood its nature and’
objects, they are such as must commend themselves to
our hearts. By the bye, I see your man Roger there
coming ip from the plough with his team, I must go
and talk to him about this matter. Good evening,
I{oger’ you attended our Church Society Meeting last
Year, apd must remember the explanation which was
then giyen of it. You did not become a member of
the Society then, but I must have your name now.

Ruge,.,—-Why gir, I'm but a labouring man, and
you don't espect anything from me, surely.

Pgy,—St. Paul expected men in your situation
to be charitable, for he says that if we have no other
Mmeans of relieving the wants of others, we are to la-
bour, working with our hands the thing that is good,
in order that we may have to give to him that needeth.

R,,ge,.,’All I could give, sir, would not be worth
havipg,

Pyur—1 don't know that, your wages are ten
dollayg 4 month, and if’ you had lived in the times of
the (]q Testament, you would at the very least, have
had to give to God's service twelve dollars a year.
We'll rake three pounds a year from you, Roger, for
the Church Society.

Roper.—Why, sir, would you ruin me out-right, I
wouldy'y mind giviog a trifle, but twelve dollars
year!}

Pyy—Well, Roger, if you won't give what you
ought, we'll even take a trifle for so good a cause.—
Our Bighop showed some time ago, that if every mem-
ber of the Church in this Diocese were to give a pen-
ny a week, we should have an income for the Church
Society of upwards of £20,000 a year, and that
woulq do & good deal towards supplying the present
wantg of all the settled parts of the country.

Roger.—Well, sir, 1 wouldn't mind giving that
much, a penny a week would not break me.

Par—Would it not? let me see. You get ten
dollars a month, that is one hundred and fifty pence a
week, and so you will really give one penny out of the

 thee oy themselves who are worn out in the service,
: besides sty atlt - 2 ieryoyuse dmentionede .. ... --,--*{

it would render them more | Iate I

Being

an ircorporated Society, it is consequently capable of

when they feel their own unworthiness and weakness;
and remember that it was to deliver beings so lost and
helpless from the just desert of their sins, that God's
well-beloved and Co-Eternal Son suffered and died,
then will they he sensible that all they can possibly
give to the furtherance of his cause would be an offer-
ing too poor to present in acknowledgment of mercy so
unspeakable. When we duly value God's “inestimable
love inthe Redemption of the world by our Lord
Jesus Christ,”” the thought that He will aecept a por-
tion of that worldly wealth which he himself bestowed
upon us, as a token of our gratitude, will lead us to

thankfulness that He should condescend to point out a
way in which we may Do somethiog to mark our sense
of all that we owe to Him.

Parish.—Yes, sir, and besides that, when we are
blessed with *‘the means of Grace,” and by a proper
use of them may enjoy * the hope of Glory,"—surely
we must have hard hearts not to do something to ex-
tend them to others, more especially when we remem-
ber that we are blessed with them through the bounty
| and benevolence of our fellow Churchmen in England.
Par.—1t gratities me much to find you taking such
inast be wending my way hdhiwhResy LEIng
Mr. Heyrie, I will wish you good evening.

Parish.—Good evening, sir, and many thaoks for
the information you have given me.

«WHAT DOEST THOU HERE, ELIJAH?”

—

Who amongst us can fail to feel that often and often
| if this question were put to him, it would have to him
as it had to Elijah, the force of a rebuke. The trials

indifference of the world are many—the little visible
effects which his most earnest and zealous efforts can
work in the mass of ungodliness by which he is sur-
rounded discourage him—the continual divisions and
schisms by which his spiritual mother, the Church, is
harassed and oppressed, fill him with doubt, and there

when he is tempted by the seeming hopelessness of
the contest to abandon the post of his duty, and to
seek for peace and safety in the wilderness. But this

leave them to the hireling.  Our service is a warfare,
—a warfare not only against the open and avowed
who creep in unawares, and rend and scatter the flock.
And if we see a man drawing back from the duties of i
his station in the Church through fear of opposition, |
if we see him shrinking from collision with the ene-
mies of his faith, throwing up his labours in-despair,
because they show no visible fruits, we may bid him
remember what the Lord said to Elijah. “ Vet I have
left mc seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth whith hath
not kissed him" ; we may follow him into the seclus.ion, |
in which he hopes to shut out the din and turmoil c.xf‘
spiritual warfare from his soul, and appealing to his
conscience on the very grounds upon which he has
fallen into error, and which constitute in fact his true |
call to exertion, we may ply him with the question, |
“ What doest thou here, Elijah #" !

Again: the Christian lives in the midst of a world |
lying in wickedness; the existence of its temptations |
constitutes his trial; and it is one object of the great |
adversary of souls so to coneeql gnd deck Quhyd'ts |
duty may not be shocked in his first steps towards sin, |
and that he may not discover how far he is advanced |
on the road to ruin, uuntil the chains of his slavery are |
jrrevocably bound around him. Satan knows how
ready the unhardened conscience is to take affright, !
and he employs his wariest arts, and tanes sweetest |
songs to lull it to forgetfulness. But the Stronger
than the strong is not less careful of His people for
their good, than the Devil is watchful to do them ;
evil. He guards them as the apple of His eye. He |
knows how Satan assumes the garb of an augel of |
light, so that, if it were possible, he would deceive the ‘;
very elect.  Christ, by the ministry of His Word and |
Sacraments, keeps guard over the treasure which He |
has won. When He sees His people giving way to |
the habits and opinions of worldly men, entering into {
their greedy competition for the honours and riches of |
this transitory life, neglecting the severer and more |
self-denying duties of their profession, in order that
they may join more frequently those permitted relaxa-
tions, which become evil only when they interfere
with weightier obligations, then He bids us, His min-
isters, enter the place of worldly merchandize; and the
temple of worldly pleasure, and recall the Christian |
soldier to His ranks by the simple question, What doest
thou here, Elijah ?

The readiness with which it is answered, is a simple
yet sure test of a man's spiritual condition before God.
If, like Elijab and St. Peter, he is living in the service
of God; if his life has been ane of devotion to the
cause of Christ ; if the error into which he has been
betrayed be the momentary consequence of haman
frailty, and not a deliberate and wilful act of rebellion,
his conscience will e roused when he hears his Sa- |
viour‘e voice : tears of contrition and repentance will
ﬂ_ﬂ" b'"}"')’; he will freely acknowledge his trangres- 3
sion; bis prayer for pardon will be heard, and he will |
return to his path of trial and sacrifice, rejoicing that
he is counted worthy to suffer for the Name of the
Lord Jesus. But if a man have with full purpose of
heart, entered upon a course of transgression ; if, when
appealed to and invited to return, his conscience is
dead to the call—if, like Adam, when a similar ques- |
tion was put to him in the garden of Eden, Where art -
thou, Adam® he begin to prevaricate and justify his |
sin, and utter no expression of regret and no prayer |
for forgiveness: if; like Cain, he go further on in |
wickedness, who, when the Lord asked him, Where is

hundred and fifty which you make—you will honour
God who gives you all your blessings with the one
hundred and fiftieth part of your inheritance, you're a
liberal man, Roger, very.

If"g er~Well, sir, it don’t seem a great deal, and
that's the tryth on't, but it will come to summat in &
year.

Par.—Yes—_to four shillings and two pence out of
the &ix hundred shillings you will gain in the course of
the year, if God should spare you and give you
strength for work; it's a great acknowledgment, is it not,
for 80 Breat a mercy,—four shillings and two pence—F

R‘:B"’T-h\"ell, we wont say any more about it, sir,
but Il be a gollar this year, and perhaps we may do
more Dext, 3

P ar.—Many persons in your circumstances, Roger,
would 10t haye gered as well as you have done, and 1
put the matter iy, the way I did, not from any unkind-
ness; b“f merely to try and show you what miserable
niggardliness pagees now a-days under the name of
liberality. It il T daresay, be considered a miracle
of generosity in the parish, for a labouring man at ten
dollars & month, te give a dollar a year to the Church
Society.

Parish.—There's a deal of truth in what you say,
sir, but till mep fee] they are debtors to God for every
blessing which mjakes them happy and comfortable,
and for the strength which, as the Bible says, enables
;he':i‘ 10 get wealth, they will never give with an open

hand.

Par—VYery trye, and when, in addition to that,

gathered together and sent to the Treasurer, they | thc_ex become sengible of the unspeakable value of the |
’lnpmmal Wercies which God has conferred upon them, |

thy brother Abel? made answer, I kaow not. Am I
my brother's heeper # thus striving to conceal his first
erime by adding a second to it: if, like David, he have
plotted and planned for the gratification of his lusts,
and have lived long time in their indulgence,—then
we find, that if God's persevering love will still pur-
sue him and bring him back, the currection is sharper,
the rebuke more cutting, the remedy more painful. It |
is no longer the still small voice that will reach and

penetrate the heart, for the ear is dull of hearing, and

the conscience is asleep. - The wind must howl, and

the lightning flash, and the thunder roll, and the earth

quake, before such a sleep of death as this may be

broken. Sharp, agonizing pangs of bodily and mental
pain, the discipline of broken health and ruined fortune,
the lingering pangs of painful disease, the severance
of earth's best affections, the treachery of friends, the
undutifulness of children, the opening of the grave for
those whom we love best,—these are some among the
fearful remedies which the physician of souls applies
to snatch men from perdition. And add to these the
spiritual storms which agitate and harass the inmost
recesses of the heart, the doubts and the fears, the

|
{

described by men who have apparently died by drown-
| ing, accompany the resurrection of the soul from those
deep waters of perdition in which it had sunk down
and lain for dead. Those that have thus sinned must
thus suffer,* for so God vindicates His righteous indig-

* dpacavr waleiv
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offer it, not only with willingness, but with a feeling of |

with which the Christian is tried by the hostility and ]

are seasons when all these things are against bim, and |

| is to hide the talents committed to his care in the |
| ground, pot to put them out at usury; this is to |
veglect the sheep entrusted to his keeping, and to

enemies of the faith, but against those insidious foes, |

l

¢ souls unto righteousness, let us uot faint nor grow

torture of self-condemnation, and the despair of par- |
don,—which, like those feartul pains of re-animation, |

. e
i nation agaiost while He shiows metey to the
! sinner, and wios him back to Ilis love. And as we
| know that God is long-suffering to usward, not willing
' that any should perish, but all should come to repent=
| ance,—as we know that no heart is so hard but.it may
| be softened by the power of His grace, aud no soul so
' dead but it may be roused by the terrors of His wrath,
1 —as we know that He willeth not the death of a stuner,
| but rather that he should turn from his wichedness and
| live, aud that the Ministry of Reconciliation entrusted
| to the Church is one which is addressed to all men,
| whether they will hear or whether they will forbear ;
| —huowing this, we must carry the rebuke and the
| warning of the text into other haunts than those where
| christiun faint-heartedness has halted for a season, and
| christian zeal needs to be re-invigorated and cheered.
| We must write it on our banner of the Cross, and bear
| it into the camp of the enemy. There, woe be to us
| that we must confess it,—there, amid millions who
| never knew His Name, are thousands who hLave been
| admitted into His Char¢h by baptism, and have be-
! come renegades and deserters from His side,—there,
| in one great band and srmament of siv, are the victims
!of the first apostacy from the knowledge of God, ag
| revealed vuder the Elder Dispensation, and the vie-
| those who break the covenant of Christ's bapth_m.hné
| leave their first love. In. that fearful encampment,
’ the silence of spiritual death prevails; in every form
! and attitude of slumber, its occupants lie stretched
upon the ground, like that vast Aesyrian host on whom
the sun rose before the walls of Jerusalem, and bekold
they were all dead men :—yet; terrible as the aspect is,
; it is not without hope: there are times and seasons,
\ thanks be to God for it, when the voice of the wind,
| and the terror of the earthquake, and the flash of the
re, are heard, and felt, and seen by the sleepers, and
hearts. of stone are softened and subdued, and worldly
' pri.d: is laid low in the dust, and worldly affections are
stricken, and as the sinner opens his eyes upon the
| objects by which he is surrounded, spite of his long
| sojourn there, they seem most strange and most un-
| welcome, and then, when it is said to him, What doest
thou here, Elijuh ® the words fall upon his ear in the
' tones of a well-remembered voice, heard long ago in
earlier and happier days, and heard then, as now, only
in the accents of love, He knows that it is Christ
who speaketh with him, he arises and returns to his
first love; the lost sheep is brought back into the fold,
and the Shepherd rejoiceth, and the angels sing for
joy, and it is meet that they should make merry and
be glad, for this their brother was dead, and is alive
| again, and was lost, and is found.
Aund with this bope before us of winning many

weary in carrying the question of our text to every
spot, where men are wandering from the path of obe-
dience and faith! Let us watch and pray, and wait
patiently. Howevyer unpromising may be the present
stute of the lapsed christiav, there will yet be in God's
merey an hour when the storm, and the earthquake,
and the fire will rive the rock of his heart, aud lay
bare the golden vein of grace, which was given to it in
baptism. It is our duty to be at hand to work it. It
is our duty to provide by the ministrations of the
Chureh, that there be no haunts of rebellion aud of
sinj—no pride and luxory so high, no vice and misery
80 low,—in which the proffer of salvation shall not be
proclaimed ; to which appeal shall not be made by the
memory of childhood's early days of innocence, and by
the solemu obligation of the baptismal vow. Ohl if
we could but briug ourselves tofollow out this great mis=
sion of ourﬂghrﬁ:gg»’_gr calling in KL At SN
bour would not be in vain: and many a soul now sank
and lost in trespasses and sins, the careless and the
indifferent, the glutton and the drunkard, the avaricious
and the profligate, the adulterer and the harlot, should
blese the day when the hand of afftiction and chastise~
ment was laid upon them, and bless the voice which
sought them out in their misery, and brought them
solace and hope, and led them back from their wan-
derings to the one fold and the one flock, by the
solewn rebuke—" What duest thou here, Eljah$"

| % What doest thou Zere ' would that the words were

written as in letters of fire on every temple of earthly
worship, on every shrine of earthly devotion; that
they met the eye of the miser in his narrow treasure
celly that the sceptic might see them in his closet, as
he aceumulates in his mind the worthless stores of
science, falsely so called ; that they dazzled the sight

| of the voluptuary in the banquet ball; that to the

adulterer and the wanton they might shine with super=
natural light, amid the darkness in which they seek to
hide their deeds of infamy and shame; that they
wakened the money-changer and the worldling from
the earnal dreams and longings with whichehe dares
to pollute the temple, and to insult the presence of
his God; and that each and all wight recognize in
them the voice of God, calling them to repeutance !

LIKENESS TO CHRIST.

| (From * Short Meditations,” by the Rev. W, F. Hook, D.D.)

We are an image of God by nature, and this image,
wholly, we never lost, never can lose. Whitherso-

' ever the aoul shall go, such shall it ever be, Not so

the likeness to God. It either abideth in s, if we
are good, or irthe soul sinneth it is mi-erably changed,
and we become like to the beasts that perish.

Our truest, fullest likeness, was in that gift above
all nature, the soul of the soul,—Divine grace.

T'his likeness throngh Adam we lust, through
Christ we blessedly regained.  For now we are holy,
not only by our new relationship to God through
Christ, but by dim who vouchsafes to be called His
gift, because Ile is given to us,—"His IHoly Spirit
which dwelleth in us.”

But we should not be like I1im, if we had not after
our measure, the qualities (so to epenk) of Almighty
God. Consider, O my soul, the wisdom, the holiness,
the power, the glory, the beauty, the love of God.—
How canst thou comprehend these things? rtruly to
know them we must see Himself. ‘The ear cannot

| eateh themy the tongue cannot spesk of themj to

the inmost heart which loveth God, He reveals but
some faint gleam of them. They are laid up in store
for them who love [im.

And canst thou, my seul, for whom these things are
in store, to whom (if thou art saved) there is reserved,
according to thy measure, such fulness of the love of
God, and likeness to Him ; canst thou any longer be

| wasting that likeness, wasting bliss everlasting, amid
the fleeting, fading, sickening vanities of the world!

If thou wouldest be like Him in glory, strive to be

| like him here by grace. If thou wouldst have His
| image for ever, bear even now the image of the heavenly
" after which, by His mercy, thou hast been renewed —
| If thou wouldest behold Him in bliss, thy beart must
i be made pure here, that by faith it may live to Him,
! whom by the eye of the body it sees not,
| O, defile, then, no more that royal image, in which
| He formed thee ; which, when sunk inthe mive of sin,
;He came to cleanse anew by His precious blood;
| which He sought out so diligently by trial and suffer-
|ingy’ which 1le longs to show on high, rejoicing, to
| His friends and neighbours in the heavenly courte.—
| Come to Ilim, not with the feet, but with the heart,
| and be “ eulightened, that our faces be not ashamed,”
| looking in trust and penitence, and hope and love, to
| His divine countenance, desiring that His divine fea-
tures may, one by one, be retraced oun thee. Long
to be cleansed, and He will cleanse thee; long for His

l in-dwelling, and He will come to thee; treasure Hia



