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of cpistolary correspondence that lias conte down to us front
antiquity.

Tlîus it appear-, tlîat inany of the slaves of the ancients
%wcrc mcen of education, and tlic market value of thiese was
iicascd in proportion to tlîe extent of thecir acquiremients.

Titis use of educated slave labour in writing, rcndcred
books comparativcly checap aniong the ancients. \Vc lcarti
front Plato that in his tirne, the works or the philosopher
Anaxagoras wcrc sold in the tlhcatrc at Athiens for a
drachmia, or about 1 7 cents of our nioncy. and evenl if as
soute of tic coninientators tliink, onlly a single treatise of
Anaxagoras is spokmat of. this is checaper titan tlîe rate at
whîiclî opera librettos or otiier printcd pamphlets are sold at
our places or public amusemient at the present day. Tlîe
l)oet Martial tells us that his work-s wcre sold iii distant
Britain, at a price quite as low as a good copy of thcmn could
bc bought for to-day iii London. It is dif6icult isi these ins-
tances to estiniate iii modern currency tlîe actual value of
bocks or othter articles of sale, on accousit of thc variation
iii the value of the precious mectals at différent periods.
Sonte wvriters omi politkcal ccononiy have assumecd tlîe market
price of %vlîcat as a standard of coniparison in icaefsuring the
values of otlier cominiodities at differcnt lîistorical perîod.
but as the price of flour wvitin the recollcctioîî of thtis geste-
ration lias fluctuated be-tweenl the cxtremc limîîit Of $4.50 and
$20 pe barrel at retail, this standard cati scarcely bc accep-
ted as a sotind basis for ver>' accurate calculations. Besides,
tlîe values of tîte ancient coins diftèred at différent periods,
and if it bc stated thiat the price of a particular bock, was
a drachma, we arc at a loss in dcteriniing wli'her ref-
erence is made to the dr'aclima of Met failicrs or a trade-
dlraehma. But %vithout engagîng in such abstruse calcula-
tions, it is enougli to know that bocks iii the brilliant
Athieniani period, aîîd under the Romian empire were inuch


