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as uch by the Rt. lion. W. E. Forster in
a contrib,.xtion ta, the Yineteenh Cen-
-y for February¶ Mr. Forster presided.

th ist meeting held in London wyhen
the resolution. was proposed that federa-
tion '«as' necessary to prevent disintegra-
tior . It is of course out of our power ta
do mire than indicate the views of Mr.
Forster. That gentleman declares the
ohjéet ta be "an organization for com-
icmon defenceand ajoiit foreign policy."
lie thinks that the colonies> should be
reminded that 4 it is not just that w'e at
homi sould bear more tlian our fair
share o' the cost of protecting them fron
invasion." Again, '' Let us only leep in

mind what we want, viz., an organiza-
" tiol for comnion defence and an official

acknowledgment of the right of the
colonies ta have a voice in the deter-
mination of foreign policy." Referring

ta Sir John Macdonald'e speech at the
last Federation ConferenceI Mr. Forster
renarks: "IThe veteran Canadian States-

mai hints courteously, but clearly, that
"our greatest colony would be opposed
"ta a w'ar of offence, but may be relied
4 upon in a war of defence." lie cites
Sir John's own words: "l He believed
" that the whole policy of Great Britain
''%was opposed ta aggressive war, and in
4 any other war the people of Canada
4 would be ready ta take their share of
" the responsibility and the cost." The
iTremier of the Colony o Victoria has also
given instructions to the Agent-General
for that colony ta support federation in
a despatch vhich Mr. Forster has ap-
pended ta his article. The Premier, MIr.
Service, expresses his conviction that Mr.
Goldwin Smith's notion of disintegrating
the Empire by autting off the colonies hias
lile sympathy froni Australasians, but lie
argues that colonial interests are sufli-
ciently important to entitle the colonies
" ta soie deflned position in the Imperial
economy." Mr. Service makes no refer-
ence ta the question of sharing in the
cost of defence, but admits that tse
colonies enjoy " the fullest neasure of
constitutional freedom." It is but a
short time since the Premier of Great
Britain, Milr. Gladstone, wien defending
himself froni a charge of neglecting the
colonies, stated, that wihen during the
civil wn in the United States the Cana-
dians had made enîquiries as ta the pros-
pect of' thoir boing defended he lad
hiimself, ivith two' of his colleagues, ta
whoin .te matter hald been referred, and
with the concurrence of the late Lord
Palmerston, reported that " it vould be

the duty of Great Britain ta defend
"Canada against external aggressiai with

the. whole strength i the Empire."

'We may refer very briefly ta the views
of Lord Dunîraven, and of Mr. Stephen
Boui'ne ;who, it will bë r'ecollected, de-
livered a lecture in Montreal during tie
meeting of the Britisi -Association an the
subject of federation. Loid Dumaven
advocates a discriminating duty cf 10 per
cent on ail foi'eign products and manu-
factuires, in the faith that " the colonie s

" ould give us recipro.cal favor in
" retu'n." We feel perfectly assured
that no British Parliament ivill evetr
again tax the food of tlie people,'and ive
are equally certain that Candda w'ouid

ot venture ta discriminate in fâvor of
Great Britain and against the United
States. There is far more appreliension
of comîpetition f'ron the former tisi the
latt.er. Mr..Bourne's views were cleairly
expressed in his lecture, and imîay be.
briefly stated. le was foi' free trade
between Great Britain and lier colonies,
and non-intercourse, with aIl foreigners
who should refuse. ta adopt that policy.
lie 'was also for requiring the colonies ta
share the national expenditure for de-
fence.

The Fall Mall Gazette contains a most
interesting ontribution from a nobleman
wvho is eminently qualified ta form a
sound opinion on the new scheme. We
refer to Lord Blacliford who, as Sir
Frederic Rogers, filled during many years,
and du'ing a most interesting period of'
colonial history, the office of permanent
Under Secretary of State for thé Colonies,
on his retirement fron whichi, on super.
animation, lie ivas raised ta the peerage.
-R is the opinion of Lord Blaclford that
fcderation is " an unattainable phantoi,'
and lie lias given his reasons for this
opinion at considerable lengti. -le can-
not conceive the possibility of conduct-
ing a foreigin policy with one foot in one
place, and one in another. It was for-
ierly found that the connection was
endangered by the Mother Country claim-
ing ta interfere vith the lécal affairs of
the colonists. Could it not be endan-
gered by allon'ing the colonists ta inter-
fere with imperial policy ? In support of
this .view let us for a moment consider
the efflet of the colonies claiming the
riglt ·ta decide whether they ought ta
lend tîheir aid in support of the Empire
in a foreigii w'ar, and being guided in theii.
action by their opinion as to whether it
was an aggressive or a defensive war.
The.moral effect of a single' refusal ta
aid *the Mothier Country on the ground
that the wrai' was aggressive, would more
than counterbalance all the benefit that
the Empire w'ould gain by colonial aid.

Lord Blachford points out that the pro-
posed council of assistance is ta consist

of the ligh Commissioner for Canada
and the Agents General of the other
colonies, all these oflicers being servants
not of the Queen of England, but of the
Queen of Canada, Victoria, New South
Wales, and the rest. As Queen of Eng-
land she conducts its Governmenttthrough
ministers designated by the people of
the United Kingdom, but shle is also
Queen of Canada, and a Governor ap-
poinited by lier conducts the Governmeit
of tie Doiniiion tlirough the Ministers
designated by the Canadians. By n'ay
of illustration. Lord Blaclhford points.out
that the Colonial Commissioners miglit
be instructed ta ally themselves with the
IrisI national party, with the abject of
embarrassing the Imperial Government.
It is urged that in iine cases out of ten,
the association vould not be of the
slightest use, while the que.stions ivitih
vhlich the colonial office is concerned
vould only be confused by extraneous
meddling. Then tliere would ýbe the
danger of log rolling, in illustration of
ivhici Lord Blaclhford suggests a case:
" If you (Queensland) will help me
"(N'ewfoundland) ta induce John Bull
" ta risk a quarrel with France for the
"sake of my fishseries I will help you ta
" induce hin ta risk a quarrel vith Ger-
" nany about the occupation of New
" Guiiea."

We have, we trust, placed fairly before
our reacLers the views of those in England
ivho are engaged in the construction io a
new forim of political existence for the
colonies of the Empire, and which certain-
ly demands more attention from the
Canadiain public tlhan has yet been given
to it. As a.practical. illustratio what is
the character of the present war in
Egypt ? Is it aggressive ar the reverse ?
If not, then the proposed regiments
shonld be sent at the cost of Canada, an
idea wvhich daes not' seem ta have been
entertained by any one,althougi, if n'e eau
believe reports, New South Wal'es is ta
bear the cost of the military aid.

BILLS OF EXCHANGE,

Mr. Henry Siytli; of Chatham, Ont.,
lias introduced a Bil ta ameid the lawý
respecting Bils'oi Exchange and Promis-
sory Notes, but"i is hardly likelytO col-
med itself'to tliejudgment of tie House.
le seéks ta make it unnecessary ta give
notice -of protest (to hu endorsers we
presume, although the Bill does not say
so), and in lieu provides that the holder
of a bill or iote ssmîl give notice, which
is ta suffice for something, we presumo' to
charge the endorsera, il any.


