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"the chier events of the time within its
"purview, faithfully recorded in chrono-
"logical order. There is not much pàrty
"bias in the book, though the writer's

"head 'bas a cant' towards Goverif-
"ment (towards which oE the many Gov-

oernments of opposite politios of which
uit treats?), and as a rule Mr. Dent's

bones are narrowless, and bis blood is
"cold. To enthusiasm he does not once
le rise. From the. first caver ta the last,

aine might fancy that he was a fish which
"had lived under the ice in the Arctic Sea
"all bis life titi captured by the publisher
"to write Tte Lwi Porly 'Years. Mr. Dent
"bas fair ability, much prudence, and a
"mind and impulse under a state of
"îrigid discipline Hie is cleverer than
"several Canadian writers w lom we

know, and inferior to many others that
"<we have met. He has not the faintest
"scintilla ofgenius lie never sinkcs belowv
" common sense, and never rises ta super-
"iority. In his whole bock there is
"ieither a bad nor a good sentence, save
" where lie describes Mr. W. H. Blake's
"eyes as assuming the lurid- glare of
"forkceil ligltning, and compares the
"sparkling of Gavazzi'sorbsto the glint
"of royal jewels. HIe is very pedan tic
"here and there tlrough his book, and
"has a way of putting quotation marks

around poor phrases of his own coining.
"IIe is usually correct in his statements,
"and bas no nercy in that cold heart of
"his for a brother who makes a slip in
"recording.a date or an incident, yet
"there glares out through his own pages
"amongsoine other.inaccuracies the state-
"mnut that the present Chbief Justice
"(Sir W. J. Ritchie) wYas one of. the con-
"federate delegates ta England, and that
"Mason and Slidell were taken off he
"Trent in nid-ocean. But Mr. Dent's
"book is a valuable'addition ta our litera-
"itre, as is aiso his C'anadian, Polilical

Gullery, wvhich contains sketches of our
"leading public men." We have given
at full length Mr. Collins' criticism of Mi'.
Dent's wvork i Canada since the Union."
Wlen we read it we were for ibly
reminded of a scene in the Britisliouse
Of Comnions, described in Greville.when
sir Edivard Sugden, speaking of Fox,
sad, " that he had na great iespect for
"bis authority, on whidlB trougha'm said
"loucl enougli to be heard ail aver tbi
"louse, and inL that peculiar tone that
"strikes like a. dagger- Pooir Fox.'
We were tempted to exclaim heye
riead Mr. Collins, criticism-Poor. Dent i
low differently he has been treated frö
not only Mr. GoldwinSmith, but Mr.
Roberts, Mr. EIder, Mr. George Stewart,
and M. Mercer Adam. Apart fram the

critiisms inn styIere are t'a alleged
inaccuracies wbilch we noticed with
pleasure, as affording proof that if- the
critic had been able to find others lie
would not have failed te mention thieni.
Mr. Dent described the capture of the
" Trent " as having been effected in mid-
ocean, w'hereas it was, according ta Mr.
Collins, in the 'Bahama Channel. We
apprehend that Mr. Deut's object was to
state in the most concise manner possible
that the occurrence took place ouitside
the prescribed three-mile limit of terri-
torial jurisdiction. No one îyith any
brains could have imagined that Mr.
Dent meant mid-ocean literally, and we
venture to assert that lie never was mis-
understood by a single reader. As te Mr.
Ritchie, wve.presume that Mir. Dent nwas
se far in error thait there being two
Ritchies, brothers, bath lawyers, both
raised ta tlî bencli, and beth of course
eminent in their profession, Mr. Dent fell
into'the error cf thinking that there vas
only one, the present Chief Justice"of
the Supreme Court. The erroi' ls of no
importance whatever. The other citi-
cisms are 'siuiply 'unworithy of notice.
Wlat we havé sp ecially desired our
readers ta note is the acknowledgment 1
tbat Mr Dent's hist'y iî "a fairly accur-
ate record of the chief events' o' the
period' Tha w is at wre desir i t rfd
in a bisto'iy, and we ai'e quite willing that
a ivriter should reserie his 'en.'ethsiasm"
for a work of a stricily paity character,
wlich ahistoi'y ought notto be. We mlst
réfer eiybrielly te the notice' f Mr.
Turcotte's history, "Lé Ccinada ous
eL' Union" Mi'. Collins asserts that
Turcotte " considers that Metcalfe held
Ithe balance fairly between al parties."
Such being exactly the reverse of truth,
we can draw no other inference than that
Mr. Collins is himself unacquainted witb
Turcotte's history. In.. describing the
resigriation of Ministers under Lard Met'
calfe, Mi. Turcotte states thiat tley " gave
proof of a noble independence." that
their conduct 'n'as approved by the
mass of thé population ofi Canada and
"supported by the great majority af the
''representatives of the people."' Else-
wlere lie Étated that Iduring- nine
"months Lord Metcalfe violated the

principles oi Canstitutionijl Govern-
I ment as estab]ished by the' resoltion

of 3841." Iii short, thereis no'room
for dout as. ta Turcotte'sopinion, wbich,
in his ownwords, as 'Lord Metcalfe did.
"not undersand 'onstitutional Govern

nient or, ife hunderstood it, be did not
"practise it." 'Al' that'M. Collins dcan
find.to justify his statement is that, after
his'censure iof' Lord Metcalfe's rpoIicy

Tucotte con trested lim with Lord Syeri-
ham; favorably ta the former, holding that
le had not wounded the 'feelings- of any
part of the population as ta the:distribu-
tion of power-in other words, Lord
Sydenham could not obtain the support
of any French Canadians, while Lord Met
calfe did obtain that of a Viger and a

Papineau. This, hoNever, does not justify
the severe remark of Mr. Collins:-" It

ni ight seem almost as if a portion of the
same poison w'hich seduced poor old

Viger from the path of duty had in seme
manner found its way ta the ear of the

"brillian t young hiistoi'ian." It is because
we entertained a high esteemn for the

brilliant young historian " thati we have
considered it right ta vindicate his
nemory from the gross misrepresentations
af Mi-. Collins.

We shall proceed te notice the 'life of
Sir John A. Macdonaldin coiinection
with the history of Canada during the
last'forty years. There seems no doubt
that the fâther of Sir John Macdonald
hald resided in Suthei'landshire, Sàotland,
and renovedithence ta Glasgow prior te
his emigration te Canada in the 'year
1820, at vi ich time the future premier
was 'about 'fiv yers oldI' so that he nay
be considered a Canadian. e was edu-
cated at Kiuinston, nhere lie 'studied lan
vith Mr. George Mickenzie, and 'cem
meiced the practice of his profession -at
the age of about 21. It would'be inferred
from Mr. Collins' notice that prior ta his
entrance into public life lie becam solici-
ter foi the Commercial Bank aid'alsoafor
the Trust and Loan Company. As regards
the latter institution it was not éhartered
until a ifew yeens 'after Sir Joln A. Mlc-
donald became a Member of' ParliPment.
He acquired'his first distinction by bis
defence of Von' Shouliz, a Pole, who was
induced tojoin the Amnerican sympathizers
with the Canadian rebels of 1837,/aid' vo
was s rash as te invade Canadian terri.
tory near Prescatt, where he w'as taken
prisoner and subsequently tried and exe-
cuted. Of course, Mi' Collins in his Life
eniters into muh 'mare detail than' Mr.
Dent'could possiblydo in the acurrences
'a.ir JohnA. Madafnald's lite, but'it can -
nlot be alleg'ed tbat' tiaii-li as not
done ull jueice te tle statesman. IL my
'be admitted that those wbo have'described
Sir John fMecdnild'spubliclife as 'a
sèries:ofc ontradictidns "-have net réfléet-
ed on the'changes of'opinidi thatalmst
invariably*occur in the'riin.l ofi rnenwnl

have been Ma y years actively engagadin
public life.;'lho'èe changes are often appar-
'ently contradictory. We find 'Liberls ba
coming Conservatives becaus tlie Mea-
sures which they deemed important in the


