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“ihe chiéf"e’vénts of 'the txme ‘within its |
“ purview, fmthfully recorded in ‘chrono- -

“logical order.” Thers is not much party ‘
“ biag in "the book, though the writer’s

“head *has "a  cant’ " towards ' Govern-
#“ment (towards which of the many Gov-
“grnments of opposite politics of which
it treats ?), and -as a rule Mr. Dent's
“hones ate marrowless; and his blood is
“cold. - To enthusiasm he-does -not once
“pise. - From the firgt cover: to the _las_b,
“one might faney that he was a fish which
“had lived under theice in the Arctic Sea
“all his life till captured by the publisher
“to write The Last Forty Y ears. Mr. Dant
thas fair: ability, mach pr udence, and a
“mind and impulse under a state -of
#rigid discipline.. . e is -cleverer than
“geveral . Canadian  writers’ ‘whom we
“know, and inferior to many others. that |
“we have met. . e has not'the faintest
U geintilla ofgemus he never sinks below
“common sense, and never rises to super )
“iority. . In- his -whole book: theve'
" neither a bad nor'a good sentence, sa.ve
“where he describes " Mr. W.. H: Blake’s .
“eyes as assuming: the. lurnd glare -of
“forked lightning, and compares : the
“sparkling of Ga.va/nsorbs to .the glmt;’
“of royal - jewels, He is very pedantlc
“here and there throunh his book, ‘and”
“has a way . of putting 'quotation marks
“around poor. phrases of hig own coining.
“ILe is usnally correct in his statemenbs,
“and has no mercy in- that: cold heart of
“his for a ‘brother who makes a shp in
“recording;a date' or..an mctdent, yet
- “there glares out through-his own' pages’
“amongsomaother i maccuracles the state-
“ment. that the present Chief Justme
“ Federate delegates to Dngland, and that
“Mason and Slidell” were taken off the
“Trent in mid-ocean. .But Mr.. Dent's’
“book isa valuable’ addlblon to our litera-
“ture, as is also his: Canadian. I’oltlu,al
Y Quilery, which’ conmms sketches of -our
“leading public men.”. . We have glven
ab full length My, Collms criticism.of Mr.
Dent's work: “Camda since the Union,”
- When we: read" it we.  wers forclbly
reminded of a:scene’ in the British House |
of Commons, descrlbed in Greville. when”
Sie. Edward Suaden, speakmg ofi Tox,
sald, “ that he had no grea.t lespect for
« h1s authority, on:which. Brounlmm snid
“loud enough. to be- ‘heard- all’ over ‘the
“House, ‘and in’ that pecuhar tone that
“striles - like - a- da"ger——‘ Poor - Fox.’
We were: tempted -to, exclalm when We
read Mr. Collins’ " rxtlcrsm—Poor Dent ! |,
How differently: he' has been treated from:
. hob.only ‘Mr Goldwin. Smrt,h, but Mr.:|
Roberts, M. Dlder, Mr. George Stewars, ;
and Mr Mercer Ada.m Apart from bhe

crxtxcxsms in style there- are tvo a]leged

inaccuracies - whilch:we: noticed ‘with

pleasuve, as affording proof .that if- the -
critic - had:: been able : to, find others he

would not have failed to’ mention them.
Mr. Dent described  the, . capture of the

“ 'l‘rent .ag havmg been eff‘ected in mid- ;

‘ocenn, Whereas it was, accordmg to, Mr
Colling, 'in " theBahama: Channel.
apprehend that \Ir Dent’s oh]ecb W’lS to

We "

state in the most conCISe manner posmble .

that the occunence took pla.ce ontside
the prescrlbed three-mile- limit of terri-
torial _]urlsdlctlon
brains . could  have imagined that, Mr.
Dent meant mid-ocean literally, and we
venture to assert that he never was mis-
undelstood by asingle reader.” -As to Mr.
Ritehie, we  presume-that Mr. Dent was
so far in error. tlmt there bemn two
thchles, brothers, both l'u\yers, both
raised to the bench, ‘and’ both of course

No one with Cany

eminent in, thenr prof‘essxon, Mr, Dent fell
.into’the error ‘of thinking that there was' |
only” ,one, “the present Chlef Justxce of

the Supreme Court.

1mportance wlntever._ The other ‘criti-

cisms - are ‘siniply” unwnrthy -of notice.
What. we have specially deslred our I

readers: to note-is the aclmow]edgment

The ervor is of no :

that Mr, Dent’s lnstory is “a fau'ly accul-"':
ate record of "'the clnef events of” the .

perlod n!

"Thab’is whn.t we desiré to ﬁnd :

ina hlstory, and we are qmte wxllmg thab :

a writer should reserve hig ¢ enthusmsm”‘

for a work of a.strnctly party chm‘acter,
which' ahlstory ou;,ht noLto be.. We must
refer veiy briefly to! the ‘notice’ ‘of Mr.
‘Tarcotte's * history, : ¢ Le C'mwda Sous
WL Undon.

‘Mr, _Collins asserts that -

Turcotte ¢ considers that Metcwlfe held .
“ thie balance fairly behween all par tl(‘Q.’»’ )

.Such being exactly the reverse of tr uth,
“we can draw no other inference than that
" Mr. Collins is himself. unacqu'unted with
llllcobte s history,-

JIn describing the :

reswzmtron of Mmlsters under Lord Met-

calfe, Mr. [
proof: of :a noble:"

Tarcotte states that they ¢ gave |
mdependenoe ;% that -

Lhen"conduct I‘was approved by the'f:
mass of' the populanon .of:"Canada and .
“supported by .the great majorlty of - the

“representatwes of the; people.”‘
where ; he': -stated ::

Tlse-
‘that: - during* nine

u months, Lord:: Metca.lf‘e ‘violated~ the
‘principles -of: Constitutional - Govern-f
“ ment.as established by the reso]uhon :

“.of 18411,

- In} short, there is-naoiroom

for doubt as to Turcotte 8- oplmon, which, |
inhis’ own. words, wa s “Tord Metcalfe dld’.i
“mnot. undersiand Constxtutxonal Govern-_'
X7 ‘ment, or,:ifi he understood it;-he did nob‘{

practlse i
“find.to. Justlfy

“Alls that M, Collms can}'
: is; statement is: that after L.
: hxs! censure of Lord” Metcalf'es 'pohcy

‘the severe remark of -Mr. Collins:

' lnst*forty: years.

“be considered & Canadlan.
‘cated at Kiugston, where' lie studied law ,

Turcotte contrasted lnm thh Lord Syden-
bam,; favora.bly to the former, holding that
he had not woundéd thefeelings: of- any
partof the population: as to: the distribu-
tion of ' power—in - other words, Lord ;
Sy den]nm could not obtain the support
of any French Canadians, while Lord Met
calfe: did obtuin' that of -a Viger:and a
Papineau, ‘This, however, does notijustify_.
bt It':
“might seem almost as if a portion of the

““‘same poison ‘which. seduced poor old
p

&« Viger from the path of daoty had in’ some
“ manner-found its way to " the ear of the

“Hrilliant youn«r historian.”. ‘It ie because

we “entertained a ‘high -esteem for ‘the

“brilliant young historian'” that we have’

considered * it right - to' = 'vindicate - his

memory from the gross nnsrepresen tat:ons

of Mr. Collins. .

" We shall proceed to notice the life of

Sir “John ' A.* Matdonald “in connection .
withthe history  of Canada: during the
There seems no ‘doubt:
that the father of Sir' John Macdonald
had resided in Subhellandslnre, Scotland

and removed ‘thence to- Glasgow pl‘lOl‘ ‘to ..
‘his emngmtlon to’ Canada’in’ the’ year

1820; at- which  time the future’ premler
was about five years ‘0ld; " so that he- may
"Ho 'was edu-

with Mr. George Mdckenzre, and ‘eom-

,menced the practice of ‘his profeasion af .

the age of about 21;" Tt would 'be ‘nferre.d i
from Mr. Colling’ notice that. prior to his . -
entrance into public life he becamé solici-

‘ ‘tor for the’ Commercml ‘Bank and’ also for
the

Trust and ‘Loan Company As regards‘
the ‘Tatter: mstltutlon it was not chartexed
until'a few"’ years after Sir John A. Mac- ..

‘donald becnme a Member of: I’arh?ment

He acqulred his” first ‘distinction by hls i
defence of: Von' Shoult7, a Pole, who " was )
induced to join the American sympathwers

‘with the Cam(han rebels of 1837, a.nd who :
“was so ‘rash as'to mvade Canndlan tem- :
ftory ‘near Prescott;, ‘where" he was taken :

‘prisoner and subsequently trled and exe-

cuted. or course, Mr: Collins i in‘his Life -~ "
‘enters mto much “more detail than Mr, .
~Dent could | possibly do in the" occurxences
‘ofSn John A Macdonald’shfe, but'it can- o

not’ ‘be alléged: that'the’ hxstorlari ‘has nob

done ful] Jjustice to thé statesman, ‘Tt  may’ |

‘beadmitted that those who have’ descrlbed v
'Sir -John' "Macdonald's publlc lite: as @y, n
'serles of‘c ontradlctlons “have not réflect:’ o

ed on ‘the changea of’oplmon that a]mosb
mvarlably ‘occar-in the minds’ of 1 men who

'have been's many years actlvely engaged m - ’
publiclife. i Those- changes are often appa L

ently: contradlctory “We ﬁndleerals be- 3
_coming. ‘Conservatives- because the ‘mea-

sures whlch they deemed 1mportanL in the o it :
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