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OTR OANADIAN PORYEAIT GALLERTY.
No. 117.—LIEUT~COL. B. STRANGE, C. A.

Lieut-Colonsl Thomas Bland Strange, Inspector of Artil-
lery, Cinadian Army, and Commandaat of the School of Gan-
nery, Quebac, is the son of Colons! Straage, and only brother
of the lata Brt.-Mijor Alexander Strange, 2ad Battslion, 14th
Ragiment—who died Juns 11th, 1870, at sea, while returaing
from service in Ausiralia and New Z:iland—and first cousin
to Col. Ii. F. Strange, C. B, Royal Artillery. The subject of
this sketeh is now the sole surviviag repressatative of an old
military family of Scotch origiu, s branch of which settled in
Iraland. In De:anistoun's m:moirs of the family the Straoges
of Bilaskis are meationed in 1352 a3 geatlemen of aacicat
linsage and fair estate in ths ¢ Eastern m2uk or corner of
Fife"—onu of them fell in 1517 at the bastle of Fawkside or
Piaky, 50 fatal to Scottish chivalry, and ths sou commanded
a Szotch regiment in the German wars of the great Gastavas.
In 1745 one member of the family raised a company for tho
Haroverian caase, while another, subszquently Sir Robert
Strange (the celebeated artist engraver), fouzht at Culloden
in the boly guied of Prinze Chsrles. Sir Uhomis Strange,
who rose to emineace ia the [odian service, aal his sons,
distinguished in both services, sre the direct dusceadants of
Sir Robert, For the last three genzrationg every male mum-
ber of this family hawe secved in the British Army or Navy.

Col Strunge eatered the army in 1847, He has served 1t
Gibraitar aad in the West and East Iadies. During the In-
dian Mutiny he was present at Chanda, Saltanpoor, Fort
Mooashejungs, Lucknow, Koorsee, Nawabjuag:, Scraiguage,
the Pa-sare of the Gouomte, and Doudpoor, and was bighly
spoken of by his superiors. .

At Mooash-junge, March 4th, 1858, Lieut. Stange, R. A,
assisted by Capt. Middizton, 29th Regimzat,and other offivers,
enabled the Commainding Offizer, R. A, to carry off two cap-
tured guns under & heavy matchlock fire from the loopholes;
on the same day aiter the Eagineer Officer Capt. Innes, Bzngal
Eagineers (now V. C) was severzly wounaded in the attempt.
Licut. Strange carried the powder bag to the gate of the intarior
retrenchment, and (with the assistance of Uapt. Middleton,
29th Regiment), fired it. .

On March 28th, 1533, at the captare of the Kaiser Bagh,
Luckaow, Col. Napicr, now Load Napier Mazdala, Bzagal En-
ginzers, being Eaginesr directing the attack. Lieut. Strange
with assistance, endeavoured to empty a Powder Muagazine ia
the great sqnare while the adjiceat baildings were on fire, an
explosivn left that officer the sole survivor.

Oa 20th October, 1358, at Doadpoor, Oude, while in command
of Right Divizion 3 Field Battery, R. A, Capt. Strange cap-
tered two gaas and 16 horses.

From 1356 to 1871 Col. Strange was Gunnery Instructor at
the Bepository Braach of the School of Guanery, Woolwich.

{ Writien for the Canadian [iiustrated Nerwe.}
ANTICOSTI.
iTS HISTORY, RISOTRCES, AND FUTURS.

Dirt, says the sage, is only useful matter in the wrong place,
All the forms of human industry are simply edorts to get
thinge, at present misplaced, rightly placed. This iz a very
bold generalization, it must be admitted ; but a statement may
be at once very bold and perfectly true,and if this may appear
10 be the forme=r to the saperfcial thinker, it will command
the assznt of all whose cogitations are patient and careful.
In fact, every form of human activity, from the most servife to
the mostdignifi=d and lucrative, is a practical exemplification
of the axiom : Is an effort to put things right by removing
them from the category of thiozs useivss or harmful, and
placivg them among those of service to mankind. Thisis
obviously true in regard to the mechanical employments by
which 80 many gain a livelihood ; it is preeminzatly so in
respect of efforts to coloniz= parts of the rarth it for human
babitatioa, but only partly peopled, if propled at all, Such
efforts to equalize the distributioa of the race, and s0 recele-
rate the development of natural resources are in all cases to a
certain cxient commendable in intent and in most cases also
in themselves; acd not much less s0 on account of profit ac-
cruing to those who undertake and conduct them to a success-
fal issue. Every effort to make the earth's treasures more
abundant and more available by a better distribution of labour,
that iz, by a more even distribution of buman beings, is a con-
forming to the Jaw of order intg which the above cited maxim
gtrikes its roots.  Stitl, in regard 1o colonization as in refer-
ence to anything else the principle must be rightly applivd to
be true. The philegopher, whore maxim we comumenced by
quoting, would not have admitted as a just corollary to it that
toe ouly thing necessary to make dire useful i3 to shift it,
Gold thrown iato the sea is as much dross as gold in the bed
of a stream or the recesses of a mine, It is moved, not util-
ized.  So with homan beings. It is not enongh to remove
them to torn them to account,

Into the question of wise and zuccesaful colonization many
considerations enter besider that of change of place. If vvery
one were a Robioson Cruso, and every spot equally favonred
by Provideace with £l forads, the island of Juan Fornandesz,
it would be & work of unmixed benevolence to drive the sur-
plus population away from our crowded clties, and send them
adrift to seek their fortunes whorever the winds of heaveu
might waft them, The great thing is to find a place where
people can live better than they harve been accustomed to do,
and this of course suppos«s something better tolive upon. It
is claimed by those: interested in the Anticosti Compaony,—of
which more will ‘be said presently,—that the project it hag
undertaken fulfils this prime condition. We premise the
statement of a few interesting facts respecting the island with
the remark that the obj=ct aimed at is simply to give informa-
tion, and not t gerve the Company except #8 its members form
part of the general public.
there is, we understand, no intention toinvite speculation, all
the required capital for commencing the working of the
scheme being already in band., T'his remark is neceasary as
nothiog is more vexatious to the reader than to find at the
#ud of a long article that he has been beguiled into reading
mere puffery, however skilfully the puffery may be phrased,

There i8 no occagion to do o as

The information which many - persons—even intelligent
persons living in Lower Canada, and even in counties lying
far east of Montreal-—have of Anticosti, is limited to the
knowledge of the bare fact that therc is such a place, and a
vague idea of its locality. That of others extends somewhat
farther, they having, perhaps, while steamiug dowa the gulf,
caught a glimpse of its rugged dreary shore, or heard sowe
harrowing tale of storm and disastor in its vicinity. There

ace few, however, who have the least idea of the vast reaches

of primeval forest beyond the grim rocks against which
the waves dash in powerless rage; few have heard of
the existence of rolling prairies as richly clad with her-
bage as thosa of the Fur West. That there should be
deposits of moro or less valuo is more easily supposable, but
few have any conception of their actual variety and wealth,
Further, most wonld be “surprised to learn” that the maio-
land may yet have to look for its principal supply of one
descriptioa of fuxl to the little island of Aaticosti, yet no-
where in the same area is peat found in such abundance or of
better quality. The waters which surround the islaod abound
with fish of every description, from the hugest mousters to
the tiniest denizens of the deep. At certain seasons of the
year myriads of scals bisk lazily on the rocks which fringe its
shores; while the numerous 8treams which intersec' the is-
land literally swarm with trouat, salmon, &= In a few sen-
tences we have indicated, not enumaratsd, the resources of
the island, Fall details canuot by given within the compass
of such an articls as this, although they ace supplied ia plenty
by authoritics whose veracity is (ess open to suspicion than
that of a public company necegsarily is. Supplem-gting what
has been already said we may mention that thess indepen-
dent authorisies give, as among its natural resources, fossili-
ferous limestone, as susceptible of a fine polish aad as durablo
as marble; a lithographic stone equal in quality to that
found in aay part of the world; limestone aad standstonz
gerviceable for building purpaszs; clay it for brick-mking;
as already mentioned, peat, of which there is a plain of vast
supecticial extent, and in depth varyinz from three to ten
feet; salt sprinzs or ponds; of trees—the tamarae, pine,
spruce, balsam ir, poplar, mountain ash; of fruits—the craa-
berry, gooseberrr, red sad black currants, strawberry, and
many others; of animals—the common black brar, the red,
black and silver fox, the marten, the otter, &c., ducks, geese
and partridges, while there are no reptiles of any description;
of marine animals and salt and {resh water dsh—the seal, the
porpoise (worth on an average £:5), whale, cod, salmon, m1c-
kerel, hereing, halibut, haddock, eels, lobsters, ke, Toaeseare
all natursl products, independeat of human etfort and ready
for human use and enjoyment,

A word as to the geographical position aud aspect of the
island. It has hitherto been viewed by the modern naviga-
tor with as much dread as frowniog Scylla and foaming
Charybdis were of old. Sadly too often have its shores been
strewn with fragmeots of hapless vessels, which had been
freighted with cosily cargoes and far more precions lives. Bat
its very position, which now readers it so fruitful a cause of
peril and loss should render it a means of safety and a soarce
of comfort o the mariners wearying for 4 the desired haven)”
ard to whom the kindly glimmer of numerovs beacans wonld
be a pledge of coming rest and renewed intercourse with the
world he serves,

The qucstion naturally presonts itself here,—winat has been
done to utilize thuese provisioas, to make these desirable pos.
sibilities facts? And the answer is—next to nothing, All
Europe has coutributed to swell the band of pilgrims to the
dreary verge of the Salt Lake, where modifyiag Bishop
Heber's beauntifal hymn—

it No prospect pleasag,
And men are very vile.”

We send out colonies to starve in Patagonia, The ill-
regulated and profitless labour of the race is,in th» aggregate,
immense—inconceivably so. Here, within hail of every veasel
which steawms or sails to our Canaidian ports ix an island of
2,469,000 acres, rich actualiy and indefioitely richer poten.
tially, Iying undeveloped, unoccupied and all but uuknown ;
a region capable of aff wrding subsistence to hundreds of
thousands, yet with bears and the like for its ouly vecupsnts,
% a local habitation” for such **a name,” and nothing wmore,
It is avery grim, harsh satire on human short-sightedness and
on the enterprise on which our age o vauunts itself. So com-
pletely has it been peglected that it might be oue of the most
sterile instead of vne of the most fractful regions ; far remote
from civilization instead of within bowshot of it, and carsed
with a climate the most unkindly instead of blesaed with the
most healthy and geaerous of any land within the temperate
zone !

The history of the island may in part account for this
curious neglect. Tu 1580 it was grunted by the French crown
to an adventurer who bad made some important discoverivs,
Lut on the conguest of Canada it passed into the hands of
some wealthy families residing chivily in England, io whom
the exclusive proprictorship has till recently been vested by
succession, the greater purtion being owned at the time of the
recent tranafer by the Forsyth family of Quzbec.  Eforts had
been made from time to time, but without succesg, to purchase
the island for colonization purposes; but by an Act of the
Dominion Zarliament, ass:nted to on the 220} of June,

1869, it became by legislation what shortly  before it
had been made by purchase, the property of s pri-

vate joiut-stock company. This legislation did not render
their title w the Island more vahd than it would have
been withont this Parliamentary sanction, ot rather recogni-
tion ; bat it will give the enterprise 8 statur which it could
not otherwise have had, and will be of great service in the
carrying out of the wurks which the company is projecting.
A'few weeks ago we heard of the transfer of the: most im-
portant part of the Island of 3t. Domingo, including the Bay
of Samanna and its surroundings, with large contingent pri-
vileges, to a koot of Yunkee speculators, in consideration ot
an almosat aomiual rental. - The details of the preposterous if
not rognish transaction are so well known that we need not

. recite them ; and the- only resson for referring to the matter

is to make the objects of the new proprietors of Aunticosti
more apureciab'’e by the contrast.  What do they propose to
do? . What bas been their design in secking Parliamentary
recognition? Undoubtedly, to A certain extent, to iake money
enough to secure themselves from risk .and give them a fair
retaro for the labour and capital they must expend. This
motive, if paramount instead of secondary, wou'd not detract
from the merits of their scheme or depreciate the value of
their work ; and it is, morcover, one with which the public

- parts of the sacred edifice the lead, copper, iron, and

have nothing whatover to do. The work proposed to be
undertaken is manifold, but {ts principal features may by
bricfly stated as follows :~— .

1. The division of the Island .into twenty counties of
120,000 acres, each to be subdivided into five townahips,

2. The laying of a submarine cable between the Island ang
the maialaud, with which it will have further communic.
tion by

3. A steamer, connecting with olher lines of river any
ocean travel, .

4. The laying out of town sites at Ellis Bay, Fox Bay, ang
the South-West Poiat, the first:named to bo the cﬁtf-lieul,

5. To {nvite immigration from all quarters, ani chiefy
hardy, industrious settlers from the North of Europ:, ’

6. Toopen up roads throughout the Island, and constryn
five huadred log-housss, the erection of there being simuyl.
tansous with the road-making.

7. To put up grist-and saw.mills, stores and warchousss a4
required, 250 small cottayes, three hot:ls, & hospital, two
churches, throe school-houdss, and an iron factory, wity
forges.

8. ‘To improvs the naturally fine harbours at Ellis Bay apy
Fox Bay, with docks, slips, ship yards, &2., and construct
breakwater at South-West Polat; und faally to baild or pur.
chase five fishing schooners, two trading schoon:ra, five hup.
dred fishing boats, four iron screw slvamers for whale and
seal fishiug, on= far cooveyiny, at all seadwnns of the year
maild and passengers batween the Lsland and thu m tinl'aml:
and three propelicrs to form a fortnightly lins to Chicago,

If this ambitions programme of op:rations can bu carried
out, the company will have provided for every conceivable
material want of a thoroughly organizad commnity, and this
not by the slow process2s by which human 35:iety usaally
takes shape and provides for {ts nesessities, but with the
rapidity which foresight, system, and ample mouans securs
And the vmigrant of any cliss will fad everythiag iu pactial
readinegs for him, and settle at osce with the toils of the
pioaecer reduced to they min mum. Tae farmar will fnd his
log-housa ready, the limits of his allotm:nt defined, roads
available, and mills awatting ths fruits of his fiboar; the
fisherman will have boats tackls, aud applisnces for pre
paring his perishing commadity for the market; persons re.
sorting to the island for health, sport, or busines: will be able
to put up at as commodisus and well-appointed hotels s
they have been accustomed to.  Such, we learn, are the wirks
proj:cted by the company, whose enterprise in doing is fully
equal to its boldneas in conceiving and planning.

{Written for the Canadian Flustrated Newe}
GOSSIPS ON POPULAR SCIENTIFIC SUBJEQTS.

X, VI.—TAR BLECTRICITY OF THE ATNOISPHIRR, 4D

LIGHTNING-RODS.

* Fear no more the lightniag Jagh.”
Crunsiivg, Aot 4,92

The first satisfactory attempt to collect the elucteicity of the
upper regions of the air, was made by Besjamin Franklin, on
this continent, in 1752, He.aised into the atmosphere s kite,
formed by stretehing a silk handkerchief across two rodsoet
lizht wood, and with this, when the string had been recdered
suffi-tently moist by the falling raia to conduct electricity, be
obtnined & copious succession of sparks from a Rey fastensd to
the end of a string.

Cavallo, in 1777, raised an electric kite repeatedly in the
neighbourhood of ‘London, and obtained an enormous quss-
tity of electricity ; he found that the electricity frequently
changed its character, as the kite passed through diffcrent
serial layers, or strata, and, also, that the air always coatained
free positive electrivity, except when inflaenced by beary
clouds near the zenith,

Esperiments with #electeieal kites ™ are, however, attended
with some danger, and shoull be condacted nnder the eys of
expericnezd persons,  The kite has sometimes shocked
strongly, sud might condact a stroke,  Professor Richmann,
obsurving at St Petersharg with the insulated rod, receved a
ball of tire on the head, (on a sudien clap of thunder:, which
killed him iostantly, Theiodex which be was observing was
about a foot distance from the insalated rod. It is well to ad
vert to the fact, a3 a caution to the young exp rimentaiist,
to be careful how he procesds to question Nature ia these et
more dangerous operations, unless he is ambitious to rank
with the martyes of science.

Pethaps the most ingenious mode of investigating the el
tric state of the atmosphere in the upper regions, s by meaos
of the apparatus nsed by M, M. Booqu rel and Breschet, ot
the Great St Bernard,  (Suoe Traité de PElectricité et du Mag-
péiisme, tiv. p. 110y Thess philosophers placed one end of
a cord, covered with tinssl, About ninety yards in leogth, ov
the cap of an electroscope, and, tying the other end to 81
arrow they projected it, with the aid of a bow, into the air,
and they found that the gold leaves diverged in proportion 8d
the arrow ascen:led into the atmusphere. .

Out of such experiments came the lightaing-rold, by the ia-
vention of which, Franklin proposed to neutralize the elects
of thuudur-clouds by furnishing them with an clectricity the
opposite of their owa. He protected buildiugs with loog
metallic rods, terminating in sharp points at the top apd com-
municating with the ground, Along thess the terrestrial elves
tricity escapes towards the overhanging cloud, and neataliz:s
it. more or less rapidly.” Sowetimes, durinz the nfgh‘e tall
plimes of electric light arv se2n shining on th-se points.

The efficacy of lightning-roda is fully demonstrated by sta-
tistics.  Mr, Snow Harrig, & weli-known clectrician, N‘P“"j“
that out of six churchen in Devoushire, w:th tall stecplss,
which were atruck by lightuing, one of thaw oniy, the:t wa
protected by a lightning-rod, suffered no damage. Lo cotivs
of Saint Mark at Venice, the Valentiny Palace at Turin, the
towcer of Sienna, all in citles where the lightaing cau:\:'u‘fr.e'
quent damage, have likewise been’ preserved by li,&':m‘“‘“g;
rods. Tu'aterrible thunderstorm that burst over the cily ;’.
Strasbnrg in 1833, the tower of the cathedral was struck .)‘
lightning three times in the space of half an hour. Atthe h\s'
stioke the whole pile appeared to be in flames, In mawy
even the
mortar were found to be melted and vitrificd, 1n the pext yoar
ona of the turrets was literally cut in two by the lightnitg:




