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nmitted te go to school, though lhors was
a case in whiilh sehool discipline might
have been highly Oflcacious; she had neta
even been considered capable of cndur-
ing the usual pocess of mental insue-
tion at home. This, her education, even
that inferior part which relatas to ho
luderstanding and the mnemno'y, 'was as
vague and irregilar as could wel be
imagined. She was however, an exten-
sive though superficial iader ; and
those who conversed with her onV for
a short time, believed her te be a nuch
botter informed person thain she really
was. We have said that, withl aill ier
disadvantages, Isabel was not ail abso-
lutely disagreeable. So far froin this, she
geerally attracted attention in conu-
pany by her easy and lady-like inanners,
and. by a countenance which, perhaps,
was less beaitiful than inter'esting and
expressive. Unassailed by any of those
severe triais which put te test the ieal
principles upon which we ant, she had
net made the discovery herself,.ntor had
any of he friends made it for her, tiat
she was in reality selfisi andi unamiable;
for while every one ministered te liet
gratification, she had only to express
gratitude, affect a little willingness te
deny herself, and expatiate on bor regret
at being the cause of se iuch trouble,
and aIl went on exactly as she wished -
the trouble was incurred, the attempted
self-denial was frustrated, and the kindi-
noss for wicih she expressed her gr'ati-
tude was repeated and increased.

"Whait a lesson cie weý lea'n by3 a
sudden reverse of this aider of thiags l
-a lesson, perhaps, the most severe
that experience ever' teaches; wbile at
the same time, ouir dependeonce upon an-
imal and selfish gratification, ouir irrita-
bility, impatience, and wonnded feel-
ing when these are deic, show us but
teo faithfNlly the living pictu'es of those
passions of which- we believed ourselves
incapable, simply because indulgence had
hitherto lulled them te r'st."

This listless and spoiled chi d, the story
goes on te say is inaried, but having
no mental resources te fall baeck upon,
and n taste foIr the active dutties of life,
she seeks artificial excitenent; the r'esult
is such as might have been expectedi-
sie 1oses caste and sinks into obscurity.

Hiow~ PERiVEU'es ARî E iiî»E.-Catoies
in neglecting the practice of their re-
rgion by m issing Mass occasionadlly, by
roceiviiig tlie sacramenta less nd less
freqiently, by mingling te freely with
herctics, gradally fiml away froin the
ailth and hocomîne ller listless beings or
skept ics as I:a- as religion goes. No
Catholie boc:une a pervert ail at one.
lHe was lad by degrees from one. omis-
sion te another. Faith vill die without
good works, and te kcep it alive we
must constantly feed it with those good
works. Those lukowarm Catholics that
juîst barely kcap within the pal of the
Church mustregard thei r faith as simpily
alive andu nothing more ; tiat the l east
breath of temptation will extinguish
it; tlat it cannîîot b revivcd witlhout a
special grace of God. To be a Catholie
we miust be practical and in earnest.

OUR 1300K TABLE,

A.anA'S DRIEAM, AND OTHER STOILIES.-Ol'igl])ft
aud Trniislated. Newv York: Hickey &
Co., 11 Barclay Street.

This volume is No, 16 of the Fatican
Library series of Publications. It con-
tains 219 pages, and is made up of elevenî
very interesting stories, namely Alba's
Drean; X Message; 1ow Pery ng-
hai Cauglit his Trout ; The Legend of
Friars Reck; The Wild Rose of St. IRe-
gis; Jane's Vocation; A Sweet Re-
venge; The Wolfc Tower; Julietto; À
SUlent Cortship; The Little Clapel at
Mona-Mtilin. Price 25 cents.

Sumxa lIEAING TIRAT is SAnx AND
PLAs r.-lNow, that oui Catholic
boys and girls are home for the vacation,
and that bndreds of older people take
their aninal sunnor relaxation, the
question, " lere shah we get pleasant
and safe reading ?" again presents itself.
The Catholic press hus alrendy explained
the high claims te Catholic support pas-
sessed by the novels of The atican Li-
brary series. Therc are nov roady forty
of tieso beoks,ranging i price fron
five cents t twenty-five cents, and they
supply this want of pleasant Catholie
reladmg for sunmer holidays in the
woods, eor by the sea-side. A descrip-
tive catalogue will be sent te any p )tson,
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