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be'considered as the act of the whole. and must therefore, be in
strict umsen with their initerests and feeltugs, to concihiate the
regardd, and secute the confidence. of the wiole, Ttis a highly
valuable political max'm in England, that the king can do no
wiong,” but ull menswies of gdvernment, beiug considered to
be pursued in consequeuce of the advice of the kiog’s servants,
his servants alone are peisonally respoosible fo the nation. But
that maxim, my lord, so far from extending to the representa-
tive of Majesty m his remote provinces, 1s actually reversed ;
and the faults, negligences, and wiongs of a governoi’s sex vants,
ate, fiom the obvious situation of the case, imputed to him, and
#t1s he, as well as they, that must he answerable for them to the
people. b

Au wstance of the same unpardonable negligence and levity
as the oue which lias now called forth much public reprobation,
occunierd 10 July last; some shght notice of 1t was taken in the
public papers of the day, but 1 need not tell your lordship that,
at that une, there was no paper pranted i this province, that
would, or durst, make any 1emarks whatsoever, that might be
considered as casting blame mpon any one person in powel,
Place, or even geveral repute. I considered too that, asit
mnght have been a single nstance of inattention, the awful con.
scquences that might have ensued, would have served s a warg-
ing to your ccofidential servants, and prevented the recur-
rence ol any thing similar.

I allude to the ciicumstances that the 215t of that moonth, be-
ing a Sunday, had been fixed on as the day untl which the ex-
ecution of eight candemned criminals, in the gaol of Montreal,
had beep recpited, and that, although, it was well known that,
although oue or more of them might have been considered as
proper objects to be made examples of, it was your lordship’s
gractous nitention to extend the Royal clemeocy to some if
ot to all of them,y etthe warrants for the execution being actual-
ly previously iv the hands of the sheriff, no counter-order, no
respite, ws sent, no notice whatsoever was taken of them. In
this instance the fortuitous waltention of those who respited the
mien, until a day which happened to be a Sunday, was the only
chance that saved their hives ; and the shenff, most humauely,
took upon himself the resporsibality of not executing them,
solely Because Sunday was a dies non 10 law, Whether the
pardoos, or respites, which it was imended to grant to some of
these men, had been signed by your lordship 1 due time, and
committed to the charge of spime officer of goveroment to for-
ward, without being forwarded ; or whetlier, the person whose
duty it was to have called your lordship’s attention to the ap-
proaching execution-day of those poor wreiches, had cmitted
todo so ; is nerther known, nor material; the effects were the
same;; the solemo march of the law was impeded ; ueither jus-
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