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(Syno,1,is .f a di- n d e e ii red by the Etlit r befo.re
the z1latum imeeting --f thli su le t Let i s, - n .I the
setoid LJ.rd' day in July, D fi).

The Saetioir's teaching becomes more in-
teresting the longer we sttudv it. Thi isî
especially true of his parables. The very
efforts we make t) understand the truths lie
set forth in symbois discipline the nind to
grasp and retain these truths and make themu
Our own.

Luke states two remsons for Jesus speaking
this parable. The first wvas because the way
was nigli to Jerusalem, the other because
they thought the kingdom of God should
immed;ately appear. It was probably spoken
in the house of Zaceheus, fifteen iniles from
Jerualen, and a week before tire crucifixion.
fis friends seemed iuch exoeited at the
number and grandeur of his miracles and
cherished high hopes that lie would at thsl1
time enter the capital publicly, assert his
claims to David's throne, expel Romaa
officiais, put an end tu Roman rule, and
exalt his favorites to high positions in hiis
new kingdom. It was to banishi from their
minds these vain and carnal expectations
Jesus spoke this parable.

Let is first consider who are represented
by tire di'Yerent persons mentioned. The
nobleman evidently meaus binself, going
into a far country te reccive for Iîiself a
kingdoni and te return. Tire servants wihomn
he ntrusts with a pound a-piece represent
Jesus' professed people, and bis citizens who
hated him the Jews who sent the rebellious
message after him, and aNl who follow their
example by positively and persistently refus.
ing to accent of Christ as tiroir Saviour and
King. He embraces in this parable all to
whom salvation is offered. The servants
and citizens muy be fouind in this audience
today, for it is certain we ail have te do with
Jesus and will have to do with him when ie
will return to judgnent.

Verse 13. He calied his tei servants and
delivered themt ten pouinds and said unto
them , Occupy till I cone. Two hundred
years ago the word " occupy " was used in a
different sense fron its use todav. Now it
reans simply te own a thing irrespective of

how we usc it. The Revised Version gives
the proper mneaîning, " Trade ye hereewith Uill
I ce1e." It is evident fron its connection
that -uclh is its neaning. Hle finds out at
bis conming how nuch every one bas gained
by trading. Many make a mistaîke just here
and understand the religiou of Christ te
consibt prinîciîpally in enjî,3 ment, rather than
in seruce and self.denial to advance the
cause of Christ and save others. With them
tire man who says inuch of his love for

Christ and bis peopi, aid constantly tailks
of exhorting, and edifying the chuirch is the
model Christi, though le miiay make but
little sacrfcuce or effort to reach the per'ishiing
with tire gospel of Christ or imitate the
Master in domng gooil. To overcone Lle
world with themri means to prevent tire world
fromt overconug us. .esus has overcoie
the world, not by ltreventing the world fromr
overcoming hm, but lie lias conquered it by
his fe and death. By bis cross he has slain
its enrmity and turns his fiercest enemies into
his dearcat friends. le senlds his people te
make known his lhgit and love to others, and
declares that ie who overcones shall ait with
iir on lis thirone e 3 is lie lias overcome

anld las sat with his Father on iris throne.
ils solernr charge to his servants is, " Trade

on tits pourrnd until I cone."
We next enquire what tits pournd repre.

sents ? A pound at that tme and place was
a lhttle under tweity dollars in our noney,
a smal sum indeed for a nobleman te start,
his servant in business with. But it was
suflicient to test Ihis skill and faitlrfulnress.
It was somothing that vould grow and every
pound added wouild gain a city. If a truc,
enligitened Christian is asked, Wiat gift
has God bestowed upon you since your con-
version whici you esteem of tire greatest
value ? What thing have yon la your hands
that gives you light and love and comfort
and strength ? The answer would be The
Word of God. Tihere is ie other gift to be

compared te it. The words which Jesus ias
spoken are spirit and they are life. This is
the spiritual food whereof if a manr eat lie
shall live forever.

Jesus in going away gave his servante his
word containing Iris gospel whic is the
power of God unto salvation te every one
that believeth. Tire gospel was first delivered
te tire apostles to preaci te every creatutre.
This treasure was conrmîitted te carthen
vessels tiat the excellency of the power
might be of God and not of them. Tire
vessels might be broken but tire power could
not. The apostles preached te tire people
and tire people received it net as the word of
men but as it was in truth tire word of God,
which efrectually vorked in thera that be-
lieved. The mian who reccived tire gospel
in truth and love was not in his element till
he told te others the story of Jess and his
love. And whien they heard it they would
exclaini, We have heard hiim ourselves and
know indeed that Jesus is the Son of tie
living God, anld our Saviouir.

When the proper business of tire church
was attciided te the word of God increased.
Thus when men were chosen te serve tables,
the word of God inrcreased and tire number of
the disciples multiplied in Jerusalen greatly.
Acts vi, 7.

For was tis growt.h of the Word of God
confined te the sunny leights of prosperity,
it vas equally fruitful in the gloomy vale.
In Acts xi. ve rend of tire grief of the
churchr wien vexed by tire ungodly Herod,
who killed James with tire sword and im-

prisoned Peter, to mako hin the next victim.
Bliut tire angel of the Lord delivered Peter
and smote his would-bo imurderer just when
he was acceptmng tho idolatrons adorations of

I the cringmg multitude.
IIerod died a loathsomo monument of

divine displeasure, but the Word of G od grew
and multiplied, verses 18-24. James, the first
of the apostles to suffer martyrdom,though an
honorable vessel in God's great houso was
broken, but tho treasuro committed to him
only grew tire faster. Paul, the aged prison-
or of Jesus Christ, could ir, hi tchains triumph-
antly exclaimi, " But the Word of God is
not bound."

Tire labors, trials and triumphs of primitive
Christians show us how te trado upon, and
increiso the Master's pound, and in tire judg-
ment lie will ask us " Iow much have yon
gained by trading ?" As our answer to this
question is to decide our eternal destiny what
can be seo important as te keep it before us,
and know how we are handling tie Word of
God.

We are living in a peculiar period of the
world's history. Sectarianism is gradually
but surely losiug its hold on the publie
mind. Human creeds and devisive opinions
are passing into the dead office, and the
living oracles taking their place. The ques-
tions are net, What do you think of tiis
great theologian or that leader, or of this or
that form of church governmrent; but, What
think yo of Christ : whose Son is ho I
How can we best lead the perishing te his cross.

The two thomes which now ring fron
different parts of Christendomr, and will
inake famous the close of the nineteenth
century arc : CHRISTIAN LABOR AND CHRIS-
TIAN UION. These cati for our attention
and our best energies. They afford us grand
opportunities for spreading the blessed gospel
and of serving our gencration according to
the will of God. Nothing cau se edify us
and bring us nearer to our God as the assur-
ance that he is hearing our prayers and bless-
ing our efforts in tie salvation of our
families and neighbors and friends, as well as
li carrying the g pel of salvation te the
dying in the regions beyond.

(To be conchided in our next.)

IS IT S0.
John xii. 24.

BY il. E. cooEE.

When the religion of Jesus Christ is
studied as a science niothing is more abstruse.
But when it is studied as tire science of
divine grace simplified by tha atonement of
Christ, nothing is more comprehensible.
Christ is the " X Ray " of divine grace
turned on by tire Holy Spirit to discover the
def.ets of sin in the human seul.

There is a wonderful likcness between the
works of nature and the works of grace.
The Saviour, as a teacher, very frequently
opened the book of nature te illustrate the
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