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EDITORIAL.
THE ONENESS OF JESUS' DISCIPLES,
That they all may be vne, as thou IMather art in me, and

T in thee, that they alxo may be onoin us, that the world
may beliove that Thon hast sent me,  Jobn xvii. 21,

The prayer of Jesus opens up a field for intel-
leetual enjuyment.  Each subject ™o touches
in it is to the faithful student a wellspring of
life. 'The little flock He had guarded and fed
and kept in Iis Fuather’s name He was now
leaving in a world of temptation, and for thew
He most anxiously prays to Gud—prays thut
they should Lo kept from the evil in the world
and be sanctified or set apuart for their great
work and be one. He included in this prayor
all who should bLelieve in Iim through their
word., He prays directly, first, for Jhe eleven
whom He had chosen to presch His gospel to
all mankiud ; secondly, for all who would believe
His gospel ; then indirectly, for the world that
they wight believe in Hig divine mission through
the united efforts cf His peoplo. He who died
for the world aud sent His gospel to all men,
prayed for the uwnion of His people that the
world might beliovo on Iim. How blessed it
ia to labor and pray for that oneness so near the
Redeemer’s heart und so essential to the world’s
ralvation!

But it seems in place here to ask: What s
their oneness? and how is it obtained? Says
one, “It means tu have the same opinion on
religious matters—to hold the same interpreta-
tions— of seriptural passages.” DBut the Bible
nowhere says “ thero is one opinion.” Nay, it
communds Christians to be united to those of a
difforent opinion. This is fully set forth in
Romw. xiii, and in I, Cor, viil, So it does not
mean oneness of opinion,

Says annther, * 1t means one jfuith,” One
faith is but one of the seven truths mentioned
in this unity, and pot even the fiist of the seven.
(Eph. iv. 4). Faith works and grows, but it
must have a congeniul element in which to grow
- ~that element is love. So the apostle exhorts
those who would “endeavor to keep the unity
of the Spirit, to walk in all lowliness and meek-
ness with long suflering, forbearing one another
in love,” (Verse2). It my brother and I love
each other, we ave in a proper frame of wind to
exawine our points of difference and to become
of tho sawe mind and of the same judgment,
Where love abounds, differences cease. Faith
leads te Christiun unity, so do hope and love,
these three, but the greatest and most effectual
of these is love, It ig a grand mistake to
suppose that sectarianism arose from men’s
inability to see 1eligious things alike. It is
the heart and ot the head that leads off into
donominationalism, and the heart will lead the
van for Christian unity,

The Corinthians started carly in their Chris.
tian life on the 10ad to denominationslism.
One said, “I am of Paul.” Another, “ I am of
Apollos, and I sm of Cephas.” Why was this?
Did Paul preach & difterent doctrine from
Apollos? and Cephes different from both
Certainly not.  Would one of them say to the
other, “ I can’t seo that passage of seripuure as
you do?” Not at all, but “ I like Panl better
than Apollos,” Another said, « Apollos is my
preacher ;” and another says, “There is nono
of them like Peoter,” otc,, etc.; whilo another
said, ““I am of Christ, Ho is everything to me,
He was crucified for we, I was baptized in His
name.”  What wasleading to these splits in the
Corinthian church? A foolish partiality to men.
Paul's manner of presenting tho truth reached
the miuds of one class. Apollos' manner wet
the condition of other mindy, aud they contended

§ thoy toit thetr tnst love to Jesus, h ] e :
1808. {tor them and for us that Paul esplained thu' Tins is w qquustion that requives muo;h time and
= | matter, eaposod theso sceds of schism and taught | much prayer to God tor divine aid to answer,

each for his favorite preacher, While they
admired and contended for their favorite men,
How well

whern that Paal and Apolios were uothing mives
than servants of God —to whom Ho had given
ability to rcach the different minds with the
gospol of their salvation, and that they had
nothing but what they had received from God,
no causo of glorying in themselves, much Jess
for others to glory in, (Read I. Cor, to the
close of Chapter 3rd).

When we read the remedy of the Holy Spirie
to bes] divisions and promote Christiun union,
it is obvious that these are heart troubles,
When faul writes to a church very near his
heart, wae nuclous of which he has gathered when
bo ** was shuwmetully entreated at Philippi,” he
says: “Fulfill yeny joy that yo be like minded,
linving the same duve, bring of vie accord, of one
wind.  Let nothing bo done thiough strife or
vain glory , but in lowliness of mind let each
esteein other Letter than thomselves,  Look not
every man ou his own things, but every wan
aiso on the things of others.”  Thus he goes on
till he tells them to let this ming be in them
which wag also in Christ Jesus; tells what
Jesus was, what He became till He reaches the
death of the cross, and how God .as exalted
Hiwm, and the glory and honor yet awaiting Him,
(Phil. ir.)  How encouraging are theso remedies
to beal the heart trouble and to gain and pro-
mote Christian unity, * Let this wind be in
you which was also in Clrist.” Asking these
brethren to accept und hold fust a union with
Jesus so that they might bo united to cach
other, sacriticing sclt to make others happy,
loving and doing as Christ has done,

At the 22nd verse Jesus tells what he had
given His disciples to unite them, as the Father
and He were one,  “The glory which thou gavest
wme 1 bave given them that they may be one,
even as we are one.” This glory which the
Father had given evidently is the union of the
human with tie divine nature, When the
word was made flesh His disciples beheld His
glury, tho glory as of the only begotten of vho
Father, full of grace and truth. Jobn i. 14
tells when His Futher gave Jesus that glory—
when the word was made Hesh; and the 12th
and 13th verses tell when Christ gives His
disciples the same glory. He gives them power
to become the sons of God when thoy believe in
His pame, He took with His own nature the
bumun and gives them power to take with their
nuture the divine, In that glory, peculiar to
Jesus and His redesmed followers, they will
shine forever. Jesus gives His disciples a
divine natere to usite them as He and His
Fuather are united. The moro they bave of the
divine nature the more they will love each
other, and the more anxious they will be to
cowe together. It hasoften been observed that
good meu near their end desire the society of
the pious in other chuiches, Although they
have not publicly worshipped together in the
past, they love to read the Bible and talk and
pray together then, They seem to regret, and
often they do deplore, the human barriers that
have separated them, and to love one another ag
they are passing on to take their pluce in the
“ glortous church.”

It it be asked : What are the prospects snow
of the union of God’s peoplel  Are tuney
more favorable than in the past? Wo think
they decidedly are, 1st. Thera is a very large,
it not a general, pleading for such union. In
the past it was not <o, but s determined centon-
tion for division on the plea that more good
would be accomplished by it thau by wunion,
There is wore hope when union is desired,
2nd, There is a kinder feeling umong religious
partics tor cach cther than in the pust. This
fact cannot be denied, and it is an important,
step in the right direction. ‘This leads to a
third fact. Men are more willing to talk kindly

together un their points of ditteronce and examine

tho best grounds of anion, L.
What is our duty in regaid te this union )

Huw blessed to know that Heids willing to guide
us by His counsel and afterward to receive ug
to glory! It Jesus gives His disciples o divine
nuture that they muy be united, it is our duty
above all thiugs to soek that nature and labor
and strive to be like hiw, 'This should be vur
first and great concorn, Then we would know
how to walk, then we would have power with
others and know how to answer ecvery man,
Truth is always besutifol, especiully when it is
spoken in love, The gospo! vs the power of God
unto salvatiou, let us try to get the people to
vnderstand and believe it. The ground on
which Chlrisiians can unite is clearly warked
out in the bonk,  Let us hold it aud plead for it.

Govresponslenge,

Dear Christain—After a long stlence I proposo
sending you a few lines. I will not enter into
explanations of the causes of wy having beon so
long without sending you a word, it would be too
personal to be of geuneral intorest. However, I
have atways hailod with pleasure yomr monthly
advent, and cpjoyed reading what others have
written. I hope they will fiud as much pleasure
and profit reading what I write.

Viewed in any light Now Zealand is a country
abounding in interest, its snow capped mountaia
ranges, its volcanoes, its fortilo valleys, its noble
aburiginal inhabitants, and its history, growth, and
position as a colony all combine to mako it a region
worthy the attention of the most indifferent. [is
religivus history, when it comes to bo written, will
contain chapters of thrilling interest to every
follower of Jesus. Tho noble Maori, when tho-
first missionary came to Maoriland, was a cannibal
of a ferocious type, yot at the same timo possessing
many qualities both of the head and heart nbove
those of the average aboriginal inhabitants of other
countries. He is now a tolerably civilized, intelli-
gent and God-tearing mortal. Sime of their
aucient legends aro romarkable, Hero is one of
the deluge: **'Che most consecutive and valuablo
account of a deluge relates that evil being every-
where triumphant in the world, Psrawhenuameua
and Tupunuianta preached to wicked mortals in
vain, and the holy doctrines of Tane and the teach-
ngs as to the separation of Raugi (Heaven) and
Papa (Earth) were derided. The ovil men cursed
Para and Tuper, so these two with their disciples
took their stone-axes and felled trees which thoy
dragged to the source of the Tohinga River.
They then bound the logs together with ropes of
vines and supplejacks, muking a very wide raft, on
which thoy built a house aud stored it with pro-
visions, They repeated their incantations and
prayed for auch abundance of rain as to provo the
powor of Tuno and the necessity for ceremonial
worship. Para, Tuper, Tui, Reti, a woman named
Waipunaban, and somo other women ombarked
upon the raft. The staff for rain was sot up and
Tui, the priest, uttered an incantation. It rained
in floods for five days and nights until the mountains
were covered and then teased. Tho raft had
fioated down the River Tohinua and entored the
waste of walers wheren 2ll had perished who
denied the worship of Tane, They fleated about
on tho raft during soven moons, and on tho eighth
were told by Tui thut tho flood was abont to sub-
side, he knowing by the signs of the staff, and by
the altar which he orected on one side of the deck,
The rescued mortals landed on dry carth at
Hawaiki. Thoy thought at first to find some human
boings, but nono remained, the earth was changed,
it had cracked in parts, and had been turned upsido



