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B>' the tiîne Tl',u COMMI:Ri-1iÂi JOUIINtI.
rcaches its.-eadcrs the Royal Commnission
t0 inquire into the condition of the mnuni-
ciplal affaire of the city of Victoria will
have begun its 'vork. Front what cau be
gathered thetru la ne'.'. a greater disposi-
tien on bachaif of soute of the mort irate
inenîbcm of the City Cotincil to co.operate
wvitl t.he Commission so as to secure thc
best result8 trouth Uiivegtige.tion. Thera
is rcasoîî to hopte andl expeot )at it ivili
ho productive of iîîcrcascd econtaomies aîîd
miore efllcicncy in the publie service. Tlîcre
are sorte apparent duplications ini Ollica.
For instatice, there are a nuinber of eii-
ginicer aîîd su.rvcyors elmployed ili charge
of various %works. Why should thte net
ha one chie! engîneer insteari ot 80 "inay
ininor inagnfttes? Trc arc tiiose wliO
advocate placîng ail the ciL>' operatiais
under the control of coniniuioncr.4. Siclî
il systeni lias becî roulait to work well
elscwvherc. Why -lbould it e uiot îîîs'.er
lite? Tvo ortlîree reliabla lîîdceîîedeîit
aile, would, it is said, carry on niatters,
îr.uch bettcr titan n body of clective aider-
nien wlio, li the nature of tlngs;, ilîuqt
have axe-- te grind. if it ho only for the
purposo of securing tlieir.owzi ro-election.

THE LA IF OF LIBEL.

Tlie la'.' of libel lias undergene ina.-Y
change% of tlc year.4,4itnîl, front the pub-
1iliers' point of vie'v, tliese changes hîa% e
been for the bettcr. There %vas a tille il,
the liistory of the Eniglisli courts, and, pcr-
hlas wu nced nlot gct %0 far awny front
Canada for thait miaiter. ivi.ieii, if a ilian
knew of corruptioni and briber>', lie îiust
kecp lais ,,outil sliut; there was a tllnc

xrhiei, if a mari saw anothcr commit -a
crime, lie could be bauti for libel. To-da>',
tlîings nirediffercîit. Tie newvspapcrotto-
ila>' i4 un indispenisable institution. and if
t.he papers or anis ciL>' wcre 8to;îped, Ulicy

%'.ould reseitble a lot of electria carzs sleca-
isigon thestrcet..'itliout Jîowcr. Itis the

l>oîînden iduty o! tue paper te lýietgard-
ian e! public purity. The press la nlwa.Ys
justifilla luprolactuîîg the public b>' statiîug
facts. eveul if thcy wvorktclccads.
vantage o! dislîoiorable, tricky aiud <ccit-
Cul men. Ncewspapars arc flot te bc alîut
lit) by thr-cats of libe! suits. Tha>' sua>
muiko mistakcs. soînctiaes. errors ofjudp.
nment, lut printing niatter o! a persoîsal
cliaricter rhlcli 19 nlot bascd talon stuflîi.i
eut evIdence; but cvrc> Lrst.class Papier la

îd'.vys rondy te inace repairation for au>' custoni like tîtat o! regacdiiug eiîîloyes as

îî iniijury to reputatii by al public retailers ouglit not to bie revoked '.'.itliout
<isavowal o! imtent te injure, and b' re. comnsationi to tha employas Iu tha forait

tra'timg mtateiuucuts deinstrably wrong. ef iiucreaxed pa>'.

Iiiiîiaiiy cases '.vlere a libel suitblasbeeiî in. There are wlioleaale lieuser in the trade

stituted, IL laias lacci sliowu to have baea whvilch are engaged lit oatier commiîercill

wvockeîl upt ly a Iawyer cf ne stanidinîg, wvlio or Industrial activî tics as '..'ll. Einployes

c'ircd uaum..lit for the' rcputation of is or iistociatcs lit Lhiese othier oather relationis.

clienît, but rathertoeirie'l liluiself. If tie as weicl as wliolesalers lit otber depart.

iulislier retaliatcd, lie eould, no doubt, natenta osf tradte, are apt te expcct fitror-3

very often. showv tîma the libel w'.as thie eut. tlit wlll make Otli lIndepeîdcnt o! the

conie o! persistent atteiupltsý to blackinali. retaller. An instance of a liotuie thiat fînda;

'fli lavv cf libel In Britishi Columinha lsaea ucl aims as thieso embarrt.ssing on ac.

qtsitc liberal iii coinpmtisoii te vrevious couant of a good reaiprocal spirit on the

lawq, but LIiere kq nîturi yî.t te lie dSee otlier tilde, lias aise coute underour notice.

before it vvill guarantec the publiahier iln Titi bouse sends fer sorie retailcr '.vli

umumity front desiguiing mien, %vie take titis deals wli IL and is micar the %vould.be pire-

ineanslofalio.viîg the ."crld tiat t hy have fercd austomer, alli asks this retailer to

really a relittatioli thiat coutlch iiijured. deliver the goodii as ordered. aîîd Lake the
_______________margin. The retailer iends lits delîvery

wagon te tlîc wnreliouse, briiigs Lue gouda
.SELL1NG 70 CONS UMER. to tha manwhoîi ordered tliain, andi gels

luis proefit tue saine as if lie inade thle sale.
llardîcarce, as thie amit itupalies, is tbClie tra Uic wholcsale houac giv.es a profit it

recogiizedauthiority on huardwavîre tirottgli -dues net geL. itseîf. IL charges tue au4toiu,-
out Canada, and is publisicd at Turonto, er tue wluolesalc, price and charges iitelf
Ont. But. tic paper iii net devoted exclu- the rctail price. 'fic saniie lteue lias beei
sivehy te Lliat brandli of trade. Scarccly kuoîvn to usake thea sale as erdercd. de-
ant issue colies te biand tliat does flot eon- li'.er ait its own expense, and forwvard tue
tainî souietluiîg o! ilitereast to meni iii ever>' agno rftt oeo t utiet
brandi o!trade. he lastrnumbiler othatnirio!îrlteoa fesusuer

joural ontinsa legth aricl '.viî locally wouîld bcentitled to tue orîler.

touclîiîg the practice cf sontie whoiesalers Ttsi cuuosdaig si pr

o! selling direct te coiiauisers. 1f«rdi,<tr' ciatcd always? . gezierous nian catiot

a-aserts tViat tiiere are sortie wîmtoebale fait te be grateful for sucli treatiucmît. but

dealers vhio adhiere hotu strictly te the ail mts are not generouq.

lutter and the spirite!f the rule te sell enly
te retailers, but tLiant Lucre are oathers who lI0ON. .11R. CJLiiLEA1 U.

consider tliot the principle o! tlîis raie W This gentleman, %vite apparently thîiîs
uplield se long as the ciii> exceptionss from hiniself tua ustan' ef destinay. the lion. J. A.
iL are isa favor e! emuphoyeR, v.er>' intiiate Cuiaplcau, lias againi beeii, it w.ouhld aphiar,
frit-adg, aîid pseople Uic>' have othior titan showing beth lais teaili auid lais licels. lie
businsess connuections wvitl. Tucre paroti- Uiiuka ha Is the clcstlncd political leader
ably rould tant be nsucli said againqt; thiat froîn the province of Quebuc, and, as surit.
via'. o! the matter, If the exceptions ad- ultt aetepckc u srfho i

nîitted %vert fe'.v. A wvholesaler, like any ui tle ae te k of! terflios iAbot

ethier mon, onglit te ]lave seimie latitude or atso caQblea manos et appn.r te hoo

discretion iii thue rantanzincnt, o! luis o,.wn upon mana QuImc a . dues n app esiato oo

busiiicsui. But. the exclusion cf cverybody uponiatter o. ichat before an hIesirecr

except. retaiter.% frontî its itsi. of custouiie's eht t-Setr>lie at eoe Iiiin te preîcod

i% a creditable thîing te auy bouse '.vlicho h Quebcer ofc Minitrc iI.eas andii o

enforces it.Qee 
hn'iasero Ziaq n

llarar<rc ito tu iustoce f oa frinaupears disittclincd te allo'.v hîinî atier
tiaIot ia dcite.-inae isibaiic ofîlobe ei pportunit>'. flesides, the departmtent of

thatlia deide tomak thsaniiilexblethe Scretar>' o! State lias not, during the
and invariable lîracticp, and says' it as recent investigations, conic eut altegettier
purel>' a recognitioni o! the riglits of te ea. r hmpautiIdwaIte-i.
retailer auîd a de%ire te avuid au>' secining cora iMnar. Caetea wil o.viot.rat

violation o! thiose rîgit-s %.'.hicls lias la t le orlie____________t__z_.

bieuse in question te adouit titis cule. Se 71 OLY

tioroughly is tic îîrinciple carricd ont TEIOL SF R

that inmbers ef te (Irait et ont lia%. e te lîu Tii" ne'..spapcrs ln tic cash., hot lu inch

tlîcir stupplies front retalcca. lhais tierc UIitedj States andi Ea8tcnn Canada, are

us no gronuiff fer susliciou ilat faitlî is9 strongl>' advocating tVau necessit>' o! some-

broeti w'.itli the traite. !5uch a tlctlîed is tlîing bc-ing doue tewvards an adlequate dis

-- c. eu11Y e211e te unat a .- 40t.uLe bubiluess be- pslay of tha products of tic Dominion at tlîc

t'.ecni w.hioesalcrs ansd censunsers. approaching Werld'a Fair at Chicaigo.
It is riglit te sa>' seiiuet.hing fronts tlîe Thora lai yet ample tima Le do soincihilus

point et vie'. e! tua etîsploye.%. Thue tr.ai- liantsouse, and liritislh Coluinhia shiouid
lers. tic cilice mencu. tlîc '..arclîous:enO. siothe blîind the bister provinîces or. un

no dcubt hava brcen tnugit b>' i.age te clccd, an>' cf tlu States sînilarl>' situated,

look upois tlucir standing as% privileged au%- in makiuig licrsoîf knetru and faIt. Thuis

hamacrs of tha final as part, ef ileir remitn- Provincecli eaw..ell afford togeo considcral'.)

ratIon. It laices eut tue stupîuhated salit'>' eut o! tue crdiiar- n'a> to silo%-'. wlat bIme

'.'ry ccîisiderably te add te il, tha discount is and whuat site cain prodiuce. lier filhcr>

cf retaiera profit% on the goodb thc3 ton- and hunîber producîs. particularl>'. lime'.

ssume lu a >-a. Tu take thuatiu(l>l off' lonig beau -mroutheniobt notale frsturt '

is te retltice -4olrics at eflect. It nataml,%lef aimais Canaduan rii aaiat there c-ii

t..ice tlîe rc.taiicrs piroith te Uîaîuîa, for lu- gbc nte mistake about i. thai, if our prurtîd.

steoti et liav.itug iliose profilbomi a %'car'1 eso!> r.hy a etlcaouhe

billadded te tluicrztatcd-salarte-4, Uic> arc ter at ClIcago titan c'.-r thsc> luata dur.,

te have thîem tah:aîs off. A tlnsc.cstabllslucd b ooe.


