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LMUNICIPALDEPARTPXENT

MUNICIPAL AND SCHOOL ACCOUNTS.
Hon. A. S. Hardy bas introduced in the

Ontario legisiature an act to miake better
provisions for keepîng anîd audîting muni-
cipal and schonl accounts. Soîne of the
niost important provisions of the bill are
printed below:

The Lieutenant.Governor in Counicil
niay from time to time appoint for the pur-
poses of this Act an officer to be known
as "The Provincial Municipal Auditor."1

It shall be the duty of the Provincial
Municipal Auditor, subject to the approval
of the Lieutenant Governor in Counc*l,
from tinte to tinie to frame rules respccting
the following matters, namely :-The num-
ber and torni of books of account to be kept
by the treasurers of county, towvnship, town
and village municipalities respectivelv ,tht

systemn of book-îceeping to be adopttd
by ail municipal treasurers, or by tht
treasurers of any çlass of municipalities,
and by the treasurers of ail or of any class
of school boards; tht manner in which
books of account, vouchers, receipts, mon-
eys and secunitîts of munîcîpalîties and
school boards shall be kept; the audit and
examination of accournts and moneys of
municipal corporations and of school mon-
cys by municipal and school auditors re-
spectively, or by the Provincial Municipal
Auditor, or by any person appointed by
him for that purpose.

The rules somade shali afier approval by
the Lieutenant-Governor in Councîl and
publication in the Ontario Gazette, have
the force of law, and any officer of a muni-
cipal corporation guilty of any wilful act or
omission in contravention of suc' rules,
in addition to any other penalty 1 -ided
by law, shaîl upon conviction before tWO
or more justices of the pence, be liable te
a penalty of not more than $roo, nor less
than $20 and cost, and shahi be disqualified
for tht period of two years thereafter from
holding any municipal office.

lu order that municipal accounts may be
kept correctly and according to a uniform
methodi the said Auditer shaîl prepare a
book or sets of books of accouint upon a
proper system for use by county, township,
town andvillage corporations respectively;
anîd hie shahl submit th. said books te tht
Lieutenant- Govern or in Council for ap-
proval.

The said auditor when directed by and
subject tu the approval of tht Lieutenant-
Governor in Counc:l as aforesaid shaîl aise
front timie to timie prepare books of ac-
counit upon a simple and uniform systemi
of bookkceping loi use by the varnous
srhool boards throughout tht pr'n,,nce.

The counicil of each of tht said muni-
cipalities and each of tht said school
boards, shahl procure tht book or books
prescribied for their respective municipal-
4ty or board, and shah kee~ -the actounts
of tht municipality or board therein, and

in accoidnnre wtih the systcmi provided
thereby, and any municipality aforesaid
wich refuses or neglects so to do, shahl
bt hiable to the penalty of $2oa for every
miontil it may be in defatult.

In case there is no prospect of the pub-
lication of said books or of any ont or
more of thcm by some responsible publish-

er, the Auditor nîay cati for tenders for
their publication, and tvith the a pproval
of the Lieutenant-Governoi ini Council,
may arrange for stîcli publication and for
the salethereofand in ordcrthatsaid books
may bc supplied to the public at a reason-
able cost, may, with the like ap proval, fix
thepýrice rit wvhich the sanie shaîl bc sold.'T etProvincial Municipal Auditor may
rit any time on his own motion, or when-
ever requested by any member of a muni-
cipal counicil, if directcd by tht Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, or wlien required by
a requisition in writing signed by thirty
ratepayers resident in the municipality
hie shail make a full audit, inspection and
examination of the books, accounts, vouchi-
ers and moncys o! any municipal corpora-
tion in the hands o! tht treasîtrer or collec-
tor thereof.

Tht said Auditor upon any such audit,
examînation or inspection may require the
treasurer, collector or auditor of any muni-
cipality or schnol board, or any other per-
son to appear and gîve evidence on oath,
and for this purpose shaîl have tht samne
power to summons such officers or other
persons to attend as witntssts, to enforce
their attendance,' and to compel them to
produce books and documents and to give
evidence as any judge or court has in civil
cases, and tht officers of aîl munîcipalities
and school boards shali as often as re-
quired by tht said Auditor produce ail
books and documents required to be kept
by them, at tht treastr'rs office for ex-
amination and inspection.

Tht Provincial Municipal Auditor or
any other person making an audit, inspec-
tion or examînation under this Act, shaîl
report thereon to tht couricil of the muni-
cipality, and to the Lieutenant-Governor,
and shahl in stich report make such recom-
mendations as tmay seem to himi te be
ntcessary to carry out tht provisions of
ihis Act and Tht Municipal Act and tht
School Laws as regards tht keeping
of the books and accounts of tht muni-
cipality or board, -and so as best to secure
tht montys and assets o! the said cor-
poration.

Whenever tht said Auditor- personally

conducts an audit, inquiry, inspection or
examination undtr this act, thetfees and
expenses to be allowed therefor shall be
dctermined and certified by the Attorney-
Gencral or other Minister, and shalt be-
come a debt due to the Cmwvn from tht
municipality, atid in default of payment
thereof the Provincial Treasurer may de-
duct tht sime front any inoneys payable
to tht municipality by the province.

Whenever sucb audit,inquiry, inspection,
or examination is conducted by any person
other than tht siid Audîtor, tht ftes and
expenses to be allowed for tht samne shaîl
be dctcrmind by tht Auditor subjcct to the
approval of tht Attorney-General or other
Minister, and shail thenceforth 'oecoTne a
debt due such persons by tht municipal
corporation, and shahi be payable within
three months after demand thercof at -the
office o! tht treastirer of tht municipality.

Tht said Auditor shaîl not receive from
any munil corporation, or (rom any

oTcer thereof any tees or other remunera-
tien for service rendered by him in the
fulfilment of tht duties of bis office tinder
this Act, and in lieu of ail other tees, em-
oluments or expense hte shahl be paid out
of the consohadattd revenue fond such
salary per annum as shali [tom timie to
time be provided by tht Legislature, and
reasonable travelling and other expenses.

Tht said Audîtor shaîl annually prepare
and present te the Lieutenant-Governor a
report showing tht nuinher and character
oftht investigatious made by him or under

his direction during the preceding ytar,
and aiso as to any changes in tht lav or
in tht rules made under this Act which he
may consider advisable.

Tht manager in charge of the banik in
which municipal or school board fonds are
deposited shaîl make a truc statement of
the funds in tht banik at any timedtsired.

Thet treasurer of evtry municipalitv and
school board shahl keep tht montys held
by him as such trensurer entirelyseparate
from his own montys, and in depositing
aýny montys of tht -municipality or board
In any banik or company he sh-iîl deposit
tht samne te a separate account kept in his
rintme as treasurer et the municipality or
school board under some designatiôn thint
will show tht accounit to be an account of
tht money of such municîpality or school
board. _________

Mr. John Beate, Clerk of the county
o! Wellington for 20 years, died at Fergus
on Sunday last.
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