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prison system is i many reapecta hetter
than the American.”  The unfortunate thing
about this testimony 18, that 1t s not above
the suspicion of being influenced by the re-
relution the witness sustains to the authortt-
ics at St. Petershurg, whose favor it can bo
concerved ho wonlid naturally desire to retain.

Morcover 1t has the msfortuue of standing
alone, while Mr. Kennan's story is fully
corroborated by Mr. Felix Brant, who, after
twenty years in Siberia, escaped to America
and is at present lectunng in Ontario.  Mr,
Brant's account as no less discreditable to
Ruswa than the story of Mr Kennan, Those
who are capable of putting two and two to-
gethor are not likely to be deceivod by the
apelogie s of Mr Dunster, however much
they naght wish his presentation was eor-
redt.

The general expectation of a heated dis.
cussion over the Confession of Fath at the
Saratogn Assembly 13 not (o be reahized.
For the prezent the matter has heen disposed
of. A commttce has been appointed to be
known as *‘the .Axsembly s committee on re-
vision of the Confession of faith,” and con-
sisting ot fifteen mimsters and ten clders
This comnnttce 18 instructed to formulate n
a repart to the General Arsembly of 1591
such alterations and amendments to the Con-
feaston asan thetr judginent may be deeined
desimble. It is onderca to meet at an carly
date -not later than October 31, 1890—and
diligently to pursue its work, that it may
report promptly at the inecting of the Gen.
cral Assembly in 1891,  The committee i
instructerl that they shall not proposc any
alterations or amendments that will in any
way ivpair the integrity of the reformed or
Calvinistic system of doctrine taught in the
Confession of Faith. \Whether any alter-
zaon v bhe made in the xection dealing
with the doctrine of clection and reprota.-
tion, so generally disapproved of by the
preshyteries voting for revision, will now
depend upon the judgment of the revision
committee as to the relation which said doc-
trine sustains to the Calvinistic system of
theology. Should the Commiittee decide that
the doctrine is a vital part of Calvinism and
cssential to the integrity of the great re-
former’s aystem, it is not prolable that any
alteration will be made, and the anomaly is
likely to continue for a while longer of men
subscribing to a creed, some of whose tencts
they cannot bring themselves to publicly de-

L fend.

Hon It is to Lo presumed th. t the half dozen
A -1 ivks who the other day engaged in an oe-
ATty exercise su which the faic ones con.
B vwero ot \rﬂhng :part.n
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' ..Pon those who voted for Mr. Rykert, thosc

honor, the cry is going over tho sea, *‘Come
homo, O Colonet, C me home.” Tho reason
of this cry is tho entangled atate of affuirs
in the Police Court. It »ppenss that sub.
magistrate Baxter, the legality of whoso
ppointment s seriou sy questioned, is with.

out power to 17y many cases, \..ach, were
Colonel Denison at lus post, could be dis-

posed  of without going boyond the
jurisdic tion of the police comt. Asa con-
soquenco of this hmited authority an ex-
tra cxpenso to the city of at least $i,.
000 a month is entailed, and also
the anomalous and un British practice is
rendered necessary (by committing prison

crs to goal to awnit the hearing of their case)
of practically punishing the prisoner before
his guilt is proved. It is not to be wonder

cd at, thercfore, that the executive com

mitteo of tho City {Council should re

commend tho Colonel’s immediate summeons
home, and should fecl dispossd to with.
hold further payments on his slary
account. No doubt the patience of the
committee was tried by the circumstance
that Colouel Denison did not consult the
vouncil and obtain its pcrmission before ab-
senting himself from duty; and hy the
further fact that from May Tth 'S7 to Feb,
17th 90, to say nothing of the present
holiday of almast twe months, his Honor
has been absent from his post 204 days, or
nearly onc fourth of his time. This, for an
officer who receives o ralary of more than
§3 a week, is working the boliday busi

ness with a pretty frec hand. Surely Coloncl
Idenison must have unbouuded confidence
in the leniency of bis employers, or must
scriously nasapprchend the nature of the
relation ho sustains to them, reganding him-
sclf as master, and not servant. Be this as
1t may, the play for the present s checked,
and until the temper of the counal cools
duwn a little lus Honor will be acang the
part of wisdom by returning forthwith and
attending more strictly to the duties of hua
officc.

Few will be dispased to deny that by the
election of J. ¢ Rybert who went into the
contest branded by his parliamentary col.
lcagucs as a man guilty of discreditable,
corTupt and scandalous conduct, theclectors
ofmeu& ¢ decpened their disgrace of
four years d have manifestgd a most
painful xndxﬂ'avgcc to the charncter of those
who fepresent Sthe peaple 1n Parliament.
Only the stern-and stubborn fact that they
have done 50, conld make possible the suppo-

sition that ﬁxeyﬁ)d\d condone canduct which
out,ngu the most x36red and cherished prin
Siples of pure govermment  With thislast
rt of the drams in view, onc may conslude
It that constitucacy.is peat “Yedemption.
w‘iulc the chief rupocn'bu.ht):must reat

-who reframed from voungaltogetharare uot

" entirely frec from blame. In this cawegory
savet n fow Liberals murt be placed.  Com.
‘.'-...:.'-mng the clection of “$6 with thes of the

tr-day:it is found that the former Lib-
Fgxgoeded thoe latter by 826, or more

e ﬁ ﬁ\ﬁpof the cuure vole of S8,
‘ y, StIonomate the dchugquents
‘:n ‘the disgrace of Moy 23nd.
-aridians bate thewr bresth

] sa,\amcﬁ?g\ubt the pohitical mns of
ﬁ ‘oduoly at present of pull.

beam.
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5 *of England's
R =t Salistnry
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Innd could make a sottlemont not acceptable
to thoso principally concerned—the trading
companics, missions, ote. Morgover he con-
tended that in a matter involving issues so
vast it won wiso to ‘“‘make haste slowly.”
Said ho: *Tho wcquisition of this magnif-
cent territory which Stanley has rovesled
must be viewed from tho point of p:adenco
as well as from that of boldness.  After our
oxpericnce at Khartoum, grave reflection
and tho full assent of Parliament aud tho
country are nccessary boforo committing
ourscives to tho defence of a territory that
is only nccessible wo tho sea aftor throo
monthy’ travel.” To this S*wnicy replies in
n long and caustic letter, in which he says:
“If the German colonial drmands be granted
it would be more cconomical to make Ger-
maay a gift of tuc whole British sphere in
Afrien.  Then British investors might ob-
tain so many shillings for the pounds they
so credulously have been victimized out of 4

Ho declares the Gernan sphere is the finest
in Africa and adds - **S¢jll theirery is, give!
give' If you think they are better adapted
than the English to civilize Africa, do noth-
ing half heartedly.  Yield ail, including
Egypt.  Excecsive amiability may become
an infirmity, and the infirmity of ncgli

gence, liko other discascs, grows till it ends
in chronic senility.” Though this ‘passago
at arms ” between tho Premier and the illus-
trious traveler is not the most scemly thing
that can be imagined, thero is & probse
bility that it will not bo unproductive of
good, and that it will resuly in a more vigor-
ous policy being adopted. The fact that
Lord Salisbury condescended to notice the
stnctures at all1san cvidence that he docs
not feel sapremely satisfied with what his
government has done.  While cautioning
Englishmen against the danger of over-esti-
mating the facts sct forth by Mr. Stanley,
it 13 more than Likely that he is laying his
plans for action more in keoging with tho
demands of the hour. It woald be a great
pity if any false seatiment regarding inter-
national comity, or excessive caution should
prevent England from taking her rightfal
part an the work of civilizing the many mil-
10ns of the Dark Continent,

The Amcrican party journals aro at pre-
sent engaged in a war of words over the
census schedule which it is proposed to usc in
numbering the people in 91, Several of
tho questions which the cnumerators are in.
structed to ask are characterized by some as
grosaly impertinent and absurd and an in-
vasion of privaterighta. Particular exception
is taken to those questions which relatetothe
health and preuniary condition ot theeitizena,
For instance the people aroexpocted to give
information an to whether they arc blind or
halt or deaf or deformed; whether the hone
in which they live 1= hired or owned hy the
head or member of the family, and, if owned
by the head or member of the family,whether
the hame s free from mortgage encombrance,
and whether they have boenconvic o pem-
tentiancs, paupers 13 poor houscs, or aro
homeless in the world. Concerning this new
** inquisition™ 2o called, the Lynchbmrg Ad-
rance says. ** The government 18 no doctor
that it may enquiro into the chronic dis.
ases that affect the poople, whother they
arc blind or halt or deaf or deformed, whily
as to the ownership of property, this s a
parcly private and individoal matter, which
cannot possibly concern the Governmen. or
anybody ¢lae, and with which the public an
hayo no cuncern whatever. They might jast
as well agk a man how much money he

hasin tho bank or out of it, hiow mach

K \u&dnn debt, whatis hiscreditand discredit,

Bel wht bcr ho intends to pay his next

negotiablo note.” Says the Now York Sun :
¢ In thousands ¢ f eascs the answer to some
of tho questions on the schedulo will mean a
confession of infamy, humihation, or dis-
grace,  And theso questions aro to be pres-
sed with o threat of punishment i case the
citizen rofuses to criminato or degrado hime
arlf; not to pronoto justica, not for the
furthorance of any pubho good, not asn
means toward » legitimate and constitution-

al purposo, but merely for the gratification
of curiosity.”

On the other hand, in defonce of tho
schedulo the Now York ZJfefald points out
that in makmg theso enquiries the Govern.
ment is only following the lines already laid
down. Thus twenty, ycars agoat the census
of 1570 the :numerators werg.aequired to
roturn whether a person wasa pauper or not,
whether he was employed or unemployed,
and what amount of real estate or personal
property he owned,  Again, the Iaw provid-
g for tho censusof 1880 called for statistica
ns to the physical and mental health o
each person enumerated, whether active or
dusabled, snauned, crippled, bedridden, deaf
dumb, blind, insanc or idiotice Morcover
the Herald shows that the information is
not sought for the purposc of advertisig to
the warld cach person’s :nental, monal and
fiuancial condition, or *o cause him to stand 8
sclf~onfoessed pauper or crimmal. On the
contrary, there will beno publicity given to
the ceasus returns, Every cnumerator is
sworn to secrocy, and only the numerical
results of the inquinies, without any clew to
tho identaty of the individual, will appear
in the government publications. The sup-
pression by the opposition press, of this
circumstance, winchgreatly modifiesthecase,
creates the suspicion that theindignant pro-
tost 1sborn of a desiro 10 discrodst the dom-
mant party w thoeyes of the Nation, rather
than of tho laudahle ambition to protect Jhe
poople in the possessivn and exercise of thair
inalienable nghts and privileges. The op-
portunity to create prejudice against their
political cnemies was too great to allow to
pass, and che temptation oo strong to per-
mitof a frank and honest presentation of
the whole case. So difficult isit found -o
dcal fairly and justly, not to say genemusly,
with an opponent, to acknoriedge the re-
deeming circumstances in lus caso while
condrmning tho things *hat cannot be ap-
proved.

A contemy.orary in speaking of the exay-

gerated position which waggiven tothejustice
of God intheearlier erceds, and the prominent
part that thoidea of “hell and damuation™
played in much of the preaching of the timne
says. ‘A preacher of another gencration
' xc Jonathan Edwards, who tfiBoght that
hell was paved with nfants™skulls, and
mado a revivala acrics of convulmve terrom,
would hardly finla hearingin & modern
pulpit.  Theso mnen were carnest, cloyuent,
honest, but they weregniztaken. Wo turn
fromsuch horrorsof rhelonie, nothecauseman
Lind are lowing worse, but  because they
arc growing better.  Never an lustory was
there & profounder reverence for trme re
Iigion than now. Never was there a deeper
senso of moral obligation, a wader generns
ity towandall chantabie 2fforts, a Inrger sym
pathy for the oppressed, a healthier hatred
of tyrantz and tymnny or a more stimulat
ing cnthunama for public and private hon
osty.” That & change has come over the
Church’s conceplion of the character »f (ool
and the nataroof truc religion, fow walldeny.
No longer are the changes rung upon  *‘the
worm that dicth not, and the fire that is
not quenched.” QOn the contrary, the love
which stonpod to redeem and longs to save
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