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tttlbouse on à gloomy errand, could not at
'1 eounit for 1V.

110(1 gins, baving seated himself w'ith bis
bLck to -the cupboard, his Nvide Lad flot seen
the cross on bis coat, but no sooner did hie

round to puill up the weights of the
ene"O dlock, than shje cried eut with a

Yo0U be0 co: 4Why, Ilodgins, where have
YQb'nThere is a cross on your backa fo0t log;y you have been to, the public

80flJ1 of your drîkncompanions
Plydyou this trick to rnakeyou look

'e1uar smeton corne, stand stili,

Vilale Ileru i oforevery lad i h
nI ge ivili be lauiingii at you." IlLet it

10jsaid Ilodlgiris;, turningf quickly
~Onc 1 won't have it rubbedî o!Y Go

41011'd i ng x'oui stoc 1i iigs, and let iiiy coat

hl5 .if Il But 1 wornt, le, it alone," replied
"%i6 do you thi-ik iuy husantd shaHtl
lbefoo ii tht, anuer ? No, that

Io rha 2t; llhave every bit of it offbc
SYou Stir ont of tÙ0 bouse." b-

11olgin knew veiy well that bis wife3

Apat ensily turiiel1 when she bad once
r inci upon a tbing, so striding

I0 the cottage ho liastily miacl bis os-
el, bang-ingîthe dooiî after binii îvith ail]

4'e( g9,t. " niitmee ie "Mut-
h0 to hirnslf - 1 would have told

Of nIIY good lu(ek liad slie beeni quiet,
now sh~ shahl k-now nlothing( about it.>

klyras Hodgkins tiurned round the
"who bas heeii 1lai,ng yoit that

~0<Why vouir back; is scored ail aeross.
O bre, andi 1 Nvili1 give you a d ksti ng."

YVOur own back, and let miine alonie,"'
hi ROdgkins silliiiin h eto

"'Y forîvards. ~mkn h eto

tho hiuckstei"s daughter, running,
b'Inf, ' if yoti p1easé thero bas someé-

Ile niaking a long score ail down
If Ont; iother will rub it off for you

turil3r cadorne bacIk." ".You and your
411dha botter nu ind Vour red herr-ing8

;~i~ ~replied Hodgkins, sbarply,
, 0'nti 0 lttie girl woniderinig why be did

e~> it have bis coat brushed. NO one
tilt he'ced the cross on Hodgkifls' back

gob 9t flear tho blacksmith'a shop,
tjin e ltchur and thue blacksWith were

4%'the butcher uttitoe a piece of eder,
6 tkewers. and theLlScksmfith, witb

"le ftQueNleaning on the haf door of

hie shop. "lYou ore just the very man I
wanted to see," said tbe butcher, stopping
Hodgkins, but before hoe had spoken a
dozeni worcls to him, old Peggy Turtou
carne up inl ber red cloak and check apron.
"lDear me 1" cried old Peggy, gatbering up
bier apron ia bier hand, "1 why, Mr. Hodg-
kins, your back is quite a fiight; but stand
stili a moment, and l'Il soon have it oL'y
Whaen Ilodgkzins turned round to tell 01(1
*Peggy to bc quiet, the blacksrnith roared
out to, the butener to Iltwig Hodgkins'
back." Id1He looks like a walking finger-
post," cried the butcher. IlAy, ay," said
the blacksmitth, IlI warrant ye bis wife bas
doue that for biiu, for spending bis wages
at tbe Malt Shoveb" There ivas no other
illethod of escaping the check apron of
Peggy Turton, and the Iaughing, and jeer-
înc Of tbe butcher andi blacksunith, than
that of getting off the ground as soon as
lie could; so calling poor Peggy a rned-
(]ling old hussy, and the other two abraco
of giîinuing fellows, ho turned the first
cornler lie Calne to, feeling tbe cross on bis
bîick a great deal heavier than hie expecteci
to find it.

Poor Iloclgkins seemed to meet with
nttlingr but iii luck, for just before li, got
toi the school ail the scholars ran boisterous-
ly inito the road, ripe and ready for any
kinci of futi that could ho foiindi. Hodg-
kins ivas ill-tempered enougb before, but
ýwhen hoe saw ail the boys hallooing and
spreading theniselves alongy the road, lie
was ini a terrible taking, expecting overy
moý_ment to hear a shout froia them. on ac-
couint of the cross on bis back. Thistook
placeý di reetly after, and fifty young rogues,
fuit. of frolie and fun, waving their caps, au-L
followving Hodgkins, shouted as Ioudiy as
tbev could baivi, "lLook at bis baek! look
at Lis back 1" llodgkins -%as in a fury,
and would perhaps have done some inis-
chief Vo bis Young torînentors Lad it not
been for the suddeën appearunce of iMr.
Johnson, the school-ina8ter, who at that
mnome~nt carne otit of the schcol-room,.
The boys ", ve over their hallooing, for
lodgkins directly told Mdr. Johinson that
tbey were "Ian impudent set of young
jaickanapes, and everlastingly in mischief."
Mr. Johinson, who had hoard the uproar
arnong tbe boys, and caught a glirnpse of
flodgium' back, replied, mnildly, that lie
wouid never encour- go any thing liks ink-
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