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& very throne to which the once cruci-
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¥d was doing for hims, and this be justly
rded as a pledge of his faithfulness to
lfil all that was yet future. Christ had
{}?ed him from guilt and condemnation, by
B justifying righteousness. Having be-
%me Paul's surety, and having rendered
W his stead perfect obedience to the divina
W, he had authorized him in humble fuith
Y claim and plead that obedience in the
J00m of his own disobedicnce. And clothed
¥ith the spotless robe of Christ’s righteous-
Paul stood accepted at the throne of

‘Od, as if he had never siuned,—even as if
’“8 life had been as holy as the Saviowr's.
Christ, as his surety and substitute, had
80 endured the punishment which Paul’s
b8 justly deserved, for he suffered the just
20 the unjust. He was wounded for his
fansgression and bruised for his iniquity.
& bore Paul’s sins in his own body on the

. and surrendered Aes life that the life
o Payl might be spared. Paul was there-
Ore free from condemnation, “for,” says
.Y '®minent writer,* ¢ from whence can a
Blence of condemnation proceed, but from

Redeemer is now raised? And having
.‘hfered into his glory, shall the indictment
® nailed to the 8ross be taken down from
Yence and put in suit against those who,
ha Obedience to, his Father's command,,
i@ fled to him for refuge?” No, no,
ﬁPPOSsible. Paul knew that Chuist ever
¥e8 to apply the merit of his sacrifice, and
o ver every charge that can be brought
:E’“nst his people; and therefore he boldly
Tows out the challenge, “ Who shall lay
s MWthing to the charge of God’s elect? It
hrist that died, yea rather that is risen
D, who is even at the right hand of
»Who also maketh intercession for us.”
%, Uhrist had also begun, and was carry-
8 on in the soul of the apostle, the great
!:‘;k of sanctification. By the providence
.Splrit of Christ, Paul was enabled daily
die unto sin and Jive unto righteousness.
I molives were continually growing
esr.e"’ his hatred of sin stronger, and his
ﬂavl're after complete conformity to the
. '0ur’s image more intense and cqnstant.
‘leutwas by no means satisfied with his pre-
Qﬁv.’m&mments in the divine life, but was
‘hicmg after greater. He forgot the things
Qe Were behind, and reached forth unto
things which were before, looking
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ever unto Jesis 13 the adthor and finisked
‘of his faith. , : o
And Christ was also by his providend
and Spirit, continually supporting Paul
amid his many trials, temptations, and dan-
gers. He imparted to him the Holy Spirit,
to guide, instruct and comfort him. That
Spirit was often to him as a light shining
in a dark place, pointing out to him the
way in which Christ would have Lim walk,
and giving him the disposition to walk
therein. That Spirit was in him also as
“a well of water springing up to everlasi
ing life,” invigorating and strengthening
him. That Spirit was in him also as a
comforter; and Lis consolations were neither
few nor small. But more especially did
Christ support Paul in the midst of per-
sonal danger.  Often did the apostle hear
the voice, “fear not, Paul, no man shall set
upon thee to hurt thee;” and so sure was
Paul of this protection, that he said, “the
Lord shall deliver me from every evil worlg
and shall preserve me unto his heavenly
kingdom.” o
In view of all these considerations, ia
view of the knowledge which Paul had de-
rived from the testimony of God, the tes
timony of others, and his own experience,
in regard to the character of Christ, what
be had promised and what he had done in
his behalf,—was his confidence in tha
Saviour to keep that which he had com-
mitted to Him against the dav of final der
cision, weak or fanalical? Was it not the
most reasonable conclusion he could pes
sibly draw from the premises brought to
his mind? Surely there was no room for
misgivings, or doubts, or fears;——and well
might he exclaim, as he did exclaim, « I
know whom I have believed, and am per-
suaded that He is able to keep that which .
I ha,ve committed unto Him against that
day.” :
The knowledge of Christ which Paul
possessed, who He was, what He had pro-
mised, and what He had done in his behalf,
is knowledge which every Christian does,
or may, and certainly should poesess, in
like manner, and in like degree. And ja it
possible to have Paul's knowledge of thﬁ
and not have his assurance? In many.
spects we are more highly favoured: ¢han
the apostle, for the sources of kno '
we possess with regard to Christ are, i
mensely enlarged. What a clew aad #3h



