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childuen ta accept fre boaks and also tht
danger af disseminating disease germs
throuRh tht circulation af books. Jr îs
pointed aut thar tht financial conditions in
Winnipeg school allairs art not favorable.
There aie, in ladi. many abjections ta this
policy. 1: is a pure fadt, iimported traous tht
Uinited States, and foisted an Canada with-
aur duc consideration. Tht effort ai schoal
boards ta go into tht book business and
thus deprive tht regular dealers af their
legitimate trade is ont that should bc

denaunced and apposed by ail wha are
opposed ta tht invasion ai regular business
intects by lacal bodie*, whether elected or
not. Thet rade should agitare strongly
against this charge wherever it is advacated.
4Mr. Roberts reptesents Ttp BOOKSELLER

AND> STATIONUiL in tht WVest. and wt
are glati that in this marrer he likewise
represents tht interests ai tht book
mitde.

Dut o Tht importîng Iirms. especi.
Comiriioru. ally in iancy gaods. aie dis.

cussing an important question
with tht Custams l)eparîment. Tht marrer,
stated briefly, is wvhether tht commissions
paid by Canadian importers to Blritish and
foreign firirs for certain lines ai goods
should bc added ta tht invaice price af the
gaods for duty paying purposes. Same
tiatie ago. instructions %vert issued ta Cana-
dian appraisers at tht vanious ports ta collect
duty on cammissions chargtd by tht
European exporters on goods invoiced by
themselves ta tht Canadiar. firrn. Whcn,
however. tht commission is for services
iendered and tht goods are bougbt in tht
naine of tht Canadian fiumn and an is
credit, then duty nced nat be levicd on tht
commission charged. Tht importers (tel
that as the Customs l)epariment haive never
previausly chauged duty on commissions.
and as these commissions really replace the
work ai a permîanent aiicer abrOad (who
would receive a saler), on which, af course,
no duty cauld bc levied).they shotîld not be
asked ta pay. Wtl do not sec how the
Customns dan Ievy duty on tht total cost ai
Coodsto the Canadian importer. Tht prac-
race is ta levy duty on the markcet price ai
the goods in the country ai osigi. Any
other policy would lead ta confusion.

A marked feature of the
Ilghtr stationery traite which cannat
Prices fatboelogoh
Aheid. (tIbir ogt ave lis

effect in this market is the
advance in prices. Tht price of fine writ-
ing papers, af pencils, af mandla copyings
(which witl affect copy books), and the
advanced wages naw being pzid ta labor in
the country will. jr as claimed. soon begin
ta be felt in the rcalm of %tationery.

WVhite only in anc or two cases can we
discover that advances in prices have actu-
ally been rnade ta the dealer. yet ir is a
cominan apinion that when the Spuing
freight rates go inta farce the trade wiIl*feel
the difféence. For instance,.1 Kah*i-noor-
pencils have advanced fram $9 ta cto.8o,
while Dixan and Eagle pencils art alsa
dearer. Cardboard and envelapes, etc.,
are alsa quated higher. white statianery
hardwa're generally lilcewise tends ta ad-
vance. Tht higher prices paid for raw
leathers are expected ta make accaunt
books, etc., hmore expensive. Haw far
these advances may affect the Canadian
dealer is mare than we can say, but it is
camrnon talk among jobbers that ini some
lines, at least, they will be forced ta get the
adva.nce because they have ta pay it.

THE ANNUALS FOR 18 99.

W ARWICK BROS. & RUTER. the
Canadian publishers. have issued

in rime for the Christrmas and holiday trade
tht faur annual volumes which are so much
in vague for preserits and famaly reading.

The Leisure H-our (Si 2 pp.) is as rich as
usual in fiction. short biographies, articles
an travel, industrial life, science. and cur-
rent events. Jr contains seven serial tales.
ai which - The Plnnce and His Father.- by
M . A. Mlorrison, is the principal. There
are a number of short staries. Among the
il lustrated spectat articles may be mentioned

-Tht Part af London," «Tht Qucen's
Clocks at Windsor.", "rue Islands." *The
Australian, Aborigines," -Tht l'ait af
Blelfast,- etc. There is a wtalth of lirerary
variety in the volume, which is complete in
irseli. and tht illustrations art tasteful.

Tht Sunday ar Home is remarkable for
fine color illustrations. Tht chief striai is
a Canadian stary by Emîly 1>. WVeaver,

- -Tas ir Chance?"* Besides the sermnons
and hamilies that abound in tht volÙime.
are many iltustiated aitkcles on thetI Cathe.
dral Cities af England.- tht srary ai Aber-
deen. ~Samoa, -Poefs Corner in Wlest-
unanster Abbey,- etc. Shoit stories are
numerous. same being for yourig people.
Tht illeminatedi texts, bymns, and pages af

sacred music are very attractive ta honte
readers.

The Girl's Own Annual is beautiiully
illustuated. Tht colared engravings this
year are twelve in number. The con-
tributions include every interest in life whlch
girls have - hamework, dressmaking,
Ilowers, art, caoking, etc. Tht long sexàals
are faur in number: "About Peggy
Sairîle," IlTht Hause with theVcrandah,"
IlOnt Hero," and IlSheila's Cousin Effie."
There are 15 complete stories, some run ning
into several chapters. IlOld English Cot-
rage Hames'Il is a puctrily illustrated stries.

-Our Lily Garden " is bath practical and
artistic. In the 850 Pages ail the volume
are found every kind ai information and
amusement presented in attractive form.
No gift book for girls equals it.

Tht Boy's Own Annual sendsjoy ta every
lad's heaut. Of long stories there are

HIunted rhrough the Frozen Ocean." by
David Ker ; "Tht I3lackbird trap," by G.
Mlanville Fenn ; IlIn the Istes ai Cou-
tances," by Rev. Dr. Malan; ««Allan
Adair," by Dr. Gardon Stables; 1-An
Antarctic Mystery,- by jute-,Verne; -Tht
Three Chums, - by E. H. l3urra ge , Bur-
ton & Son, or Found on the Short," by G.
A. Henty, and several others. Tht articles
for lads are innumerabît: About micro-
scopes, conjuring. sports, fretwork,
aquarium. boats, madel railways, photo-
graphy. kites, etc. Tht answers ta carres-
pondence are gaod, and so is every page in
the volume. Severai colared plates embellish
tht book which is an ideal Christmas
present. ________

A HANOSOME ALBUM 0F VIEWS.
Ont ai tht most btauriful albums of

Canadian views which we have sten is the
IPacturesqut Victoria." issued by T. N.

lHibben & Co., Victoria, Britih1 Columbia.
Tht caver is a fine lithograph in calars,
shawing a bridge and river scene near
Victoria. There are 22 pages ai photo.
gravures, reprtseting scenes in and about
Victoria, Esquimaîr, tht Ilacîfic Ocean. etc.
These illustrations are tht bighest class ai
work in tItis lint, and the album itself com-
pares favorably with anyrhing ai the samne
kind issued anywhtre in tht world. This
sounds srrong, but tht album bears out tht
starement. Dealers in other parts of Canada
wha may have sale for tht album can
doubtltss secure copies from T. N.
Hibben & Ca.

Tht Empire Biook and Navelty Col, have
cammenced business in St. John's. Nfld.

A. H. Straitan & Co., booksellers andi
statior.ers, IPeterbaoro'. Ont., have suffered
damage by flue and water. Tht los.
Sî6.ooo, is covered by insurance.


